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No-BoDY  s  Bufiiiefs; 

O    R, 

Private  Abufes,  Publick  Grievances  : 

EXEMPLIFIED 

In  the  Pride,  Infolence,  and  Exorbitant 
Wages  of  our  Women-Ser vants. 
Footmen,  (^c. 

WITH 

A  Proposal  for  amendmeflt  of  the  fame;  as 
alfo  for  clearing  the  Streets  of  thofe  Vermin 
call'd  Shoe-Cleaners,  and  fubftituting  in 
their  ftead  manv  Thoufands  of  Induftrious  Poor, 
now  ready  to  ftarve.  With  divers  other  Hints, 
of  great  Ufe  to  the  Pubhck. 

Humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  our 
Legiflature,  and  the  careful  perufal  of  ak 
Mailers  and   MiftrefTes  of  Families. 

By  Andrew  Mo  re  ton,  Eff, 
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No-Body's  Buiinefs, 


HIS  is  a  Proverb  fo  commba 
in  Every-body's  Mouth,  that  I 
wonder  No-body  has  yet  thought 
it  worth  while  to  draw  proDcr  In- 
ferences fi'om  it^  and  expofe  thofe 
little  Abufes,  which,  tho'  they  feem  trifling, 
and  as  it  were  fcarce  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  yet  by  infenfible  Degrees^  they  may 
become  of  injurious  Confequence  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  like  fome  Difeafes,  whofe  firft  Symptoms 
are  only  trifiing  Diforders,  but  by  Continu- 
arxe  and  ProgreiTion,  their  laft  Periods  termi- 
nate in  the  Deftruition  of  the  whole  Humane 
Fabrick. 

In  Contradiftion  therefore  to  this  general 
Rule,  and  out  of  fincere  love  and  well-nieaiiins: 
to  the  Piiblick,   give  me  leave  to  enumerate 
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the  Abufes  infenfibiy  crept  in  among  ns,  and 
the  Inconveniences  daily  ariiing  from  the  In- 
folence  and  Intrigues  of  our  Servant  Wenches^ 
who,  by  their  caballing  together,  have  made 
their. Part^  fo  ccnfiderable,  that  Every-body 
cries  out  againii  'em  ^  and  yet  to  verify  the 
Proverb  No-body  has  thought  of,  or  at  leaft 
propofed  a  Remedy,  altho*  fuch  an  Under- 
takrng  (miean  as  it  feems  to  be)  I  hope  will 
one  Day  be  thought  worthy  the  Confideration 
of  our  King,  Lords,  and  Corrmons. 

Women  Servants  are  now  fo  fcarce,  that 
from  thirty   and  forty  ShiUings  a  Year,  their 
Wages  are  increafed  of  late  to  fix,  feven,  and 
eight  Pounds  p^r^/7;/f.m,  and  upwards  ^  info- 
much,  that  an  ordinary  Tradcfm.an  cannot  well 
keep  one  ,•  but  his  Wife,  who  might  be  ufeful 
in  his  Shop,  or  Bulinefs,  m.uft  do  the  Drudgery 
of  Kouiliold  Affairs  :  And  all  this,  bccauie  our 
Servant  Wenches  are  fo  pufl'd  up  with  Pride, 
now  a  Days,   that  they   never,  think  they  go 
fine  enough:    It  is   a  hard  Matter  to  know 
the  Miflrcfs  from,  the  Maid  by  their  Drefs,  nay 
very  often  the  Maid  iliail  be  m.uch  the  finer 
of  the  two.    Our  woollen  Manufacture  fuffers 
much  by  this,    for  nothing  but  Silks  and  Sat- 
tins  will  go  down  with  our  Kitchen  Wenches  : 
to  fupport   which   intollerable    Pride,    they 
have  infenfibly  raifed  their  Wages  to  fuch  a 
Heighth,  as  was  never  know  in  any  Age  or 
Nation  but  this. 

Let 
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Let  us  trace  this  from  the  beginning,  and 
fuppofe  a  Perfon  has  a  Servant  Maid  feat  him 
out  of  the  Country  at  fifty  Shiiiings,  or  thre3 
Pounds  a  Year.  The  Girl  has  fcarce  been  a 
Wcejc,  nay,  a  Day  in  her  Service,  but  a  Com- 
mittee of  Servant  Wenches  are  appointed  to 
examine  her,  who  advife  her  to  raife  her  Wa- 
ges, or  give  warning  ^  to  encourage  her  to 
which,  the  Herb- Wom.an  or  Chandler- Wcman^ 
cr  fome  other  old  Intelligencer,  provides  her 
a  Place  of  four  or  five  Pounds  a  Year  j  this  fets 
Madam  cock-a-hoop,  and  flie  thinks  of  nothing 
now  but  Vails  and  high  Wages,  and  fo  gives 
w^arning  from  Place  to  Place,  'till  flic  has  got 
her  Wages  up  to  the  tip-top. 

Her  Neat's  Leathern  Shoes  are  now  trans- 
formed into  lac'd  ones  with  high  Heels  5-  her  Yarn 
Stockings  are  turn'd  into  fine  worfted  ones,  with 
filk  Clocks  ^  and  her  high  Wooden  Pattens  are 
kickt  aw^ay  for  Leathern  Clogs  ,  flie  muft  have 
a  Hoop  too,  as  well  as  her  Miflrefs ;  and  her 
poor  fcanty  Linfey-Woolfey  Petticoat  is 
changed  into  a  good  iiik  one,  four  or  five  Yards 
wide  at  the  leaft  :  Not  to  carry  the  Defcrip- 
tion  farther,  in  iiiort,  plaia  Country-'/i?^;^  is 
now  turn'd  into  a  fine  London-Madam^  can 
drink  Tea,  take  Snuff,  and  carry  her  felf  as 
high  as  the  beft. 

If  flie  be  toUerably  handfome,  and  has 
any  fliare  of  Cunning,  the  Apprentice  or 
her  Mailer's  Son  is  cntic'd  away  and  ruin'd 
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by  her.  Thus  many  good  Families  are  impover 
riflied  and  dilgrac'd  by  thefe  Pert  Siuts,  who, 
taking  the  Advantage  of  a  Young  Man's  Sim- 
plicity and  unruly  Defires.,  draw  many  hcedlefs 
Youths,  nay,  fome  of  good  Eilates  into  their 
Snares  ,•  and  of  this  we  have  but  too  m^any  In- 
ftances. 

Some  m.ore  artful  fliall  conceal  the'r  Con- 
dition, and  oalm  themfelves  on  Young:  Fellows 
for  Gentlewomen,  and  great  Fortunes ;  How 
many  Families  have  been  ruin'd  by  thefe 
Ladies  ?  When  the  Father  or  Mafter  of  the 
Family,  preferring  the  flirting  Airs  of  a 
yoiuig  prinkt  up  Strumpet,  to  the  artlefs 
fincerity  of  a  plain,  grave  and  good  Wife, 
has  given  his  Defires  a  -  loofe,  and  deftroy'd 
Soui,  Body,  Family  and  Eftate.  But  they 
are  verv  favourable  if  thev  wheedle  No- 
body  into  Matrimony,  but  only  make  a  Pre- 
fent  of  a  fmall  hve  Creature,  no  bigger  than 
a  Baftard  to  fome  of  the  Family,  no  matter 
who  gets  it  5  when  a  Child  is  born  it  muft  be 
kept. 

Our  Seffons  Papers  of  late  arc  crowded 
with  Inllances  of  Servant  Maids  robbing  their 
Places,  this  can  be  only  attributed  to  their  de- 
viiilli  Pride  •  for  their  whole  Enquiry  now  a 
Days,  is  how  littie  they  fliail  do,  how  much 
they  fhall  have. 

But  all  th  s  while  they  n:ake  fo  little  re- 
ferve,  that  if  they  fall  iick  the  Parifh   m.u{]: 

keep 
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keep  'em,  if  they  are  out  of  Place,  they  mnft 
proftitute  their  Bodies,  or  ftarvc  ^  fo  that  from 
Chopping  and  Changing,  they  generally  pro^ 
ceed  to  Whoring  and  Thieving,  and  this  is  the 
Reafon  why  our  Streets  fwarm  with  Struma 
pets. 

Thus  many  of  'em  rove  from  Place  to  Place, 
from  Bawdy-Houfe  to  Service,  and  from  Ser- 
vice to  Bawdy-Houfe  again,  ever  unfettled, 
and  never  eafy,  nothing  being  more  common 
than  to  find  thefe  Creatures  one  Week  in  a 
good  Family,  and  the  next  in  a  Brothel : 
This  Amphibious  Life  makes  'em  fit  for  nei- 
ther, for  if  the  Bawd  ufes  them  ill,  away 
they  trip  to  Service,  and  if  their  Miftrefs 
gives  'em  a  wry  Word,  whip  they're  at  a 
Bawdy-Houfe  again,  fo  that  in  Effeft  they 
neither  make  good  Whores  or  good  Ser- 
vants. 

Thofe  who  are  not  thus  flippery  in  the 
Tail,  are  light  of  Finger,  and  of  thefe  the 
moft  pernicious,  are  thofe  v/ho  beggar  you 
Inch-meal.  If  a  Maid  is  a  downright  Thief, 
{he  {trips  you  at  once,  and  you  know  your 
Lofs  5  but  thefe  retail  Pilferers  wafte  yo:i  in- 
feniibly,  and  tho'  you  hardly  mifs  it,  yet  your 
Subilance  fhall  decay  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
you  muft  have  a  very  good  Bottom  indeed,  not 
to  feel  the  ill  Effeds  of  fuch  Moths  in  your 
Familv. 

Tea^ 
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Tea,  Sugar^  Wine^  (jc.  or  any  fiich  tnTiing 
Commodities  are  reckoned  no  Thefts,  if  thtY 
do  not  direftly  take  your  Pewter  from,  yoii^ 
Shelf,  or  your  Linnen  from  your  Drawers, 
they  are  very  Hc^neft  :  What  harm  is  there, 
fay  they,  in  cribbing  a  little  Matter  for  a 
Junket,  a  m^erry  Bout  or  fo  ?  Nay,  there  are 
thofe  that  when  they  are  fent  to  Market  for 
one  Joint  of  Meat,  fiiall  take  up  two  on  their 
Mafter's  Account,  and  leave  one  by  the  Way, 
for  fome  of  thefe  Maids  are  mighty  charitable, 
and  can  m.ake  a  ihift  to  maintain  a  fmall  Fa- 
mily w^ith  what  they  can  Purloin  from  their 
Mafters  and  MiftrelTes. 

If  you  fend  'em  w^ith  ready  Money  they  turn 
Fadors,  and  take  three  Pence  or  four  Pence  in 
the  Shilling  Brokeridge.  And  here  let  me  take 
Notice  of  one  very  heinous  Abufe,  not  to  fay 
petty  Felony^  which  is  practiced  in  mo{c  of  the 
great  Families  about  Town,  and  that  is,  when 
the  Tradefmen  gives  the  Houfe-keeper,  or  other 
commanding  Servant,  a  Penny  or  two  Pence 
in  the  Shilling,  or  fo  much  in  the  Pound,  for 
every  Thing  they  fend  in,  which  from  thence 
is  called  Poundage. 

This,  in  my  Opinion,  is  the  greateft  of 
Villanies,  and  ought  to  incur  fome  Punifh- 
mxnt,  yet  nothing  is  more  common,  and 
our  topping  Tradefmen,  who  feem  otherwife 
to  {land  mightily  on  their  Credit,  make 
this  but  a  Matter  of  Courfe   and    Cuftom. 

If 
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If  I  don  t,  fays  one,  another  will,  (for  the 
Servant  is  fure  to  pick  a  Hole  in  the  Perfons 
Coat,  who  fliall  not  pay  Contribution : )  Thus 
this  wicked  Praftice  is  carried  en  and  wink'd 
at,  while  receiving  of  itolen  Goods,  and  con- 
federating with  Felons,  which  is  not  a  jot 
worfe,  is  fo  openly  cry'd  out  againft^  and  fo 
fevereiy  puniili'd,  Witnefs  Jonathan  Wild. 

And  yet  if  a  Mafter  or  Miftrefs  enquire  after 
any  Thing  milTing,  they  muft  be  fare  to  place 
their  Words  in  due  Form,  or  Madam  huffs  and 
flings  about  at  a  ftrange  Rate,  What  would 
you  make  a  Thief  of  her  ?  Who  wobld  live 
with  fuch  miftruftful  Folks  ?  Thus  you  are 
obliged  to  hold  your  Tongue,  and  dt  down 
quietly  by  your  lofs,  for  fear  of  offending  your 
Maid,  forfooth  ! 

Again,  if  your  Maid  iliall  maintain  one, 
two,  or  more  Perfons  from  your  Tabk,  whe- 
ther they  are  her  poor  Relations,  Country 
Folk,  Servants  out  of  Place,  Shoe-cleaners, 
Chare-women,  Porters,  or  any  other  of  her 
m.enial  Servants  who  do  her  Ladyiliip's 
Drudgery,  and  go  of  her  Errands,  you  miift 
not  grumble  or  complain  at  your  Expence,  or 
ask,  What  is  becom.e  of  fuch  a  Thing,  or  fuch 
a  Thing  ?  although  it  might  never  fo  reafona- 
bly  be  fuppofed,  that  it  was  altogether  impof- 
fible  to  have  fo  much  expended  in  your  Fami- 
ly j  but  hold  your  Tongue  for  Peace  fake,  or 
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Madam  will  fay,  You  grudge  her  Viduals,  and 
expcfe  you  to  the  laft  Degree  all  over  the  Neigh- 
bourhood. 

Thus  have  they  a  Salve  for  every  Sore,  cheat 
you  to  your  Face,  and  infuit  you  into  the  Bar- 
gain ;  nor  can  you  help  yourfelf  without  ex- 
pofing  yourfelf,  or  putting  yourfelf  into  a  Paf- 
lion. 

Another  great  Abufe  crept  in  among  us, 
is  the  giving  of  Vails,  to  Servants  ,•  this  was' 
intended  originally  as  anincouragement  to  fiich 
as  w^ere  willing  and  handy,  but  by  Cuftom 
and  Corruption  it  is  nov/  grown  to  be  a 
Thorn  in  our  rides,  and,  like  other  good 
Things,  abufed,  does  more  harm  than  good  ; 
for  now  they  make  it  a  Perquifite,  a  material 
Part  of  their  Wages,  r.or  muft  their  Mafter 
give  a  Supper,  but  the  Maid  expefts  the 
Guefts  iliouid  pay  for  it,  nay,  fometimes 
through  the  Nofe.  Thus  have  they  fpirited 
People  up  to  this  unnecefiary  and  burthenfome 
piece  of  Generofity,  unknow^n  to  our  Fore- 
Fathers,  V'ho  only  gave  Gifts  to  Servants  at 
Cbrif^mas-zidcj  which  Cuftom  is  yet  kept 
up  into  the  Bargain;  infomuch,  that  a  Maid 
fi-tail  have  eight  Pounds  per  Jnrmm^  in  a 
Gentleman's  or  Merchant's  FamJly ;  And  if  her 
Mafter  is  a  Man  of  a  free  Spirit,  and  receives 
much  Company,  fhe  very  often  doubles  her 
Wages  by  her  Vails  ^  thus  having  Meat, 
Drink^  WafFiing,  and  Lodging  for  her  La- 
bour 
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hour,  iTid  thr<Hvs  her  whole  Income  upon  n^r 
Back,  aid  by  this  Mean^  looks  more  like 
the  Miftrefsof  the  Family,  than  the  Servant- 
Wench. 

And  now  we  have  mentioned  Wafliing,  I 
would  ask  fome  good  Hoiife- wifely  Gentlewo- 
men, If  ;'ervant-Maids  wearing  printed  lin- 
nens.  Cottons,  and  other  Things  of  that  Na- 
ture, which  require  frequent  wafliing,  do 
net,  by  enhauncing  the  Article  of  Soap,  add 
more  to  Houfe-keeping,  than  the  Generality  of 
People  would  im:agine  r  And  yet  thefc Wenches 
cry  out  againft  great  Wailies,  when  their  ov/n 
unneceflfary  Dabs  are  very  often  the  Occa- 
fion. 

But  the  greeted:  Abufe  of  all,  is,  that 
thefe  Creatures  are  becom.e  their  own  Law- 
givers ;  nay,  I  think  they  are  ours  too,  tho' 
No-body  v/ould  irr-agine  that  fixh  a  Set  of 
Slatterns  fiiould  bamboozle  a  whole  Naticn  : 
Bat  it  is  neither  better  or  w^orfe,  they  liire 
themfelvcs  to  you  by  their  own  Rule. 

That  isj  a  Month's  Wages,  or  a  Month's 
Warning  ,•  if  they  don't  like  you  they  will 
go  aw^ay  the  next  Day,  help  yourfelf  how 
you  can ;  if  you  don't  like  them,  you  muit 
give  them  a  Month's  Wages  to  get  rid  of 
them. 

This  Cuftom  of  Warning,  as  pradis'd  by 
our  Maid- Servants,  is  now  becom.e  a  great 
Inconvenience  to  MaRers  a.id  MiiirjlTes.  You 
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muft  carry  your  Diih  very  upright,  or  Mifs, 
forfooth,  gives  you  Warning,  and  you  are  ei- 
ther left  deftitute,  or  to  feek  for  a  Servant  : 
So  thatj  generally  fpeaking,  you  are  feldom 
or  never  fix'd,  but  always  at  the  Mercy  of 
every  new  Comer  to  divulge  your  Family  Af- 
fairs, to  infpeft  your  private  Life,  and  treafure 
up  the  Sayings  of  yourfelf  and  Friends.  A 
very  great  Confinement,  and  nluch  complain'd 
of  in  moft  Families. 

Thus  have  thefe  Wenches,  by  their  con- 
tinual Plotting  and  Cabals^  united  them.felves 
into  a  formxidabie  Body,  and  got  the  whip 
Hand  of  their  Betters  ;  they  m^ake  their  own 
Terms  with  us  ;  and  two  Servants  now,  will 
fcarce  undertake  the  Work  which  one  might 
perform  with  Eafe  ;  notwithfianding  which, 
they  have  raifed  their  W  ages  to  a  moft  exorbi- 
tant Pitchy  and,  I  doubt  not  (if  there  be  not  a 
Stop  put  to  their  Career)  but  they  will  bring 
IVages  up  to  20  /.  per  Jnmtm  in  time,  for 
they  are  much  about  half  v/ay  already. 

'Tis  by  thefe  Means  they  run  away  with  a 
great  Part  of  our  Money,  which  might  be  bet- 
ter em.ploy'd  in  Trade,  and  what  is  worfe,  by 
their  infolent  Behaviour,  their  Pride  in  Drefs, 
and  their  exorbitant  \Vages,  they  give  Birth 
to  the  following  Inconveniences. 

Firji'^  They  fet  an  ill  Example  to  our  Chil- 
dren, our  Apprentices,  cur  Covenant-Servants^ 
and  other  Dependants,    by  their  fancy   and 
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infolent  Behaviour,  their  pert,  and  fome- 
times  abufive  Anfwers,  their  daring  defiance 
of  Correftion,  and  many  other  Infolencics 
which  Youth  are  but  too  apt  to  imitate. 

^dl}K  By  their  Extravagance  in  Drefs,  they 
put  our  Wives  and  Daughters  upon  yet  great- 
er  Exceffes,  becaufethey  will  (as  indeed  they 
ought)  go  finer  than  the  Maid  :  Thus  the 
Maid  ftriving  to  out-do  the  Miftrefs,  the 
Tradefman  s  Wife  to  out-do  the  Gentleman's 
Wife,  the  Gentleman's  V/ife  emulating  the 
Lady,  and  the  Ladies  one  another ;  it  feems 
as  if  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  the  Female  Sex 
were  nothing  but  Excefs  of  Pride,  and  Ex- 
travagance in  Drefs. 

-^dly.  The  great  Height  to  which  Women- 
Servants  have  brought  their  Wages,  makes 
a  Mutiny  among  the  Men  Servants,  and  puts 
them  upon  raifing  their  Wages  too  :  So  that 
in  a  httle  time  our  Servants  will  become  our 
Partners,  nay,  probably,  run  away  with  the 
better  Part  of  our  Profits,  and  make  Servants 
of  us  ^jice  "verfa.  But  yet  with  all  thefe  In- 
conveniencies,  we  cannot  poffibly  do  without 
thefe  Creatures  ,•  let  us  therefore  ceafe  to 
l:alk  of  the  Abufes  arifing  from 'cm,  and  be- 
gin  to  think  of  redreffing  em.  I  do  not  fet 
up  for  a  Law. Giver,  and  therefore  fhall  lay 
down  no  certain  Rules,  humbly  fubmitting 
in  all  things  to  the  wifdom  of  our  Legifla- 
ture.  What  I  offer  fhall  be  under  Corre- 
C  2  £lion« 
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ction,  and  upon  ConjeGare,  my  utmoft  Am- 
bition being  but  to  give  fome  Hinrs  to  re- 
medy this  growing  Evil,  and  leave  the  Pro- 
fecution  to  abler  Hands. 

And  firft  it  v/ould  be  neceffary  to  fettle  and 
limit  their  Wages,  from  forty  and  fitty  Shil- 
lings to  four  and  five  Founds  per  Jmu  that  is 
to  fay,  according  to  their  M-P!- sand  Capaci- 
ties  :  For  Example,  a  young  unexperienced 
Servant  fhould  have  forty  Shillings  per  Jmu 
till  file  qualifies  herfelf  for  a  larger  Sum  ;  a 
Servant  who  can  do  all  Houfhold-work,  or, 
as  the  Good-women  term  it,  can  take  her 
work  and  leave  her  work,  fliould  have  four 
Pounds  per  Ann.  and  thofe  who  have  liv'd 
feven  Y^ears  in  one  Service,  fhould  ever  alter 
demand  five  Pounds  per  Ann.  For  1  wou'd 
very  faia  have  fome  particular  Encourage- 
menrs  and  Privileges  given  to  fuch  Servants 
who  fl^ould  continue  long  in  a  Place ;  it  would 
incite  a  Defire  to  pleafe,  and  caufe  an  Emu- 
lation very  bcnecial  to  the  Publick, 

I  have  heard  of  an  ancient  Charity  in  the 
Parifii  of  St.  C I  em  e  nth-Danes-,  where  a  Sum 
of  Money,  or  Eftate,  is  Icic,  out  of  the  Inte- 
reft  or  Income  of  which,  fuch  iMaid-Servants, 
who  have  liv'd  in  that  Parilli  leven  Years  in 
one  Service,  receive  a  Reward  of  iQi\  Pounds 
a  piece,  if  they  pleafe  to  demand  it. 

This  is  a  noble  Beneiadion,  and  fnews 
the  publick  Spirit  of  the  Donor  ;  bur  Every- 
body's 
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body's  Bufinefs  is  No  body's  ;  nor  have  I 
heard  that  fijch  Reward  has  been  paid  to  any 
Servant  of  late  Years.  A  thoufand  Pities  a 
Gift  of  that  Nature  fhould  fink  in  Oblivion, 
and  not  be  kept  up  as  an  Example  to  incite 
all  Parifl'ies  to  do  the  like. 

The  Romans  had  a  Law,  call'd  Jus  "Tri- 
fim  Liheronim^  by  which  every  xMan  who 
had  been  Father  of  three  Children  had  parti- 
cular Honours  and  Privileges.  This  incited 
the  Youth  to  quit  adilTolute  fingle  Life,  and 
become  Fathers  of  Families,  to  the  Support 
and  Glory  of  the  Empire. 

In  imitation  of  this  moft  excenent  Law,  I 
would  have  fuch  Servants,  who  flhould  con- 
tinue many  Years  in  one  Service,  meet  with 
fingular  Efteem  and  Reward. 

Tlie  Apparel  of  our  Women  -  Servants 
fhould  be  next  regulated,  that  we  may  know 
the  Miftrefs  from  the  iMaid.  I  rem.ember  I 
was  once  put  very  miUch  to  the  blulh,  being 
at  a  Friend's  Houfe,  and  by  him  required  to 
falutethe  Ladies,  I  kifs'd  the  Chamber- Jade 
into  the  bargain,  for  fhe  was  as  well  drets'd 
as  the  beft.  But  I  was  foon  undeceiv'd  by  a 
general  Titter,  which  gave  me  the  utmoil 
Confufion  ;  nor  can  I  believe  my  felf  the  on- 
ly Perfon  who  has  made  fuch  a  Aliftake. 

Things  of  this  Nature  would  be  eafi'y  a- 
voided,  if  Servant-Maids  were  to  wear  Li- 
veries, as  our  Footmen  do  ;  or  oblig'd  to  go 

in 
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in  a  Drefs  fuUable  to  their  Station i  What 
fhould  ail  them,  but  a  Jacket  and  Petticoat 
of  good  Yard-wide  StufF,  or  Callimanco, 
might  keep  'em  decent  and  warm. 

Our  Charity-Children  are  dirtinguiOf  d  by 
their  Drefs,  why  then  may  not  our  Women- 
Servants  ?  why  may  they  not  be  made  frugal 
per  Force,  and  not  fiiffer'd  to  put  all  on  their 
Backs,  but  obliged  to  fave  fomething  againll  a 
rainy  Day  ?  i  am  therefore  entirely  againft 
any  Servants  wearing  of  Silks,   Laces  and 
other  fuperfluous  Finery  ;  it  fetsthem  above 
themfelves,  and  makes  their  Miftreffes  con. 
temptible  in  their  Eyes.  lamhandfomer  than 
my  mijirefs^  fays  a  young  prinkM-up  Baggage, 
what  pity  'tis  I  JJoottld  he  her  Sercant  ]  I  go 
as  well  drefs' d  or   letter  than  Jhe.      Tins 
makes  the  Girl  take  the  firft  Offer  to  be  made 
a  Whore,  and  there  is  a  good  Servant  fpoil'd  ; 
whereas  were  her  Drefs  but  fuitable  to  her 
Condition,   it  would    teach  her   Humility, 
and  put  her  in  mind  of  her  Duty. 

Befides,  the  Fear  of  fpoiling  their  Cloaths 
makes 'em  afraid  of  Hcufiiold-work  ;  fothat 
in  a  little  time  w^e  fhall  have  none  but  Cham- 
ber-maids and  Nurfery-maids ;  and  of  this 
let  me  give  one  Inftance  :  My  Family  is  com- 
posed of  myfelf  and  Sifter,  a  Man  and  a  Maid  ; 
and,  being  without  the  laft,  a  young  Wench 
came  to  hire  herfelf.  The  Man  was  gone 
out,  and  my  Sifter  above  Stairs,  fo  I  open'd 

•  the 


(19) 

the  Door  my  felE,  and  this  Perfon  prefented 
herfelf  to  my  View,  drefs'd  compleatly,  more 
like  a  Vifitor  than  a  Servant-Maid  ;  flie,  not 
knowing  m.e,  ask'd  for  my  Sifter  :  Pray  Ma- 
dam, faid  I3  be  pleas'd  to  walk  into  the  Par- 
lour, ihe  iliall  wait  on  you  prefently.     Ac- 
cordingly, I  handed  Madam  in,  who  took  it 
very  cordially.     After  fome  Apology,   I  left 
her  alone  for  a  Minute  or  two,  while  I  Cftupid 
Wretch  ] )  ran  up  to  my  Siller,  and  told  her 
there  was  a  Gentle woir  an  below  come  to  viiit 
her.     Dear  Brother,  faid  ihe,  don't  leave  her 
alone,  go  down  and  entertain  her  while  I  drefs 
my   felf.     Accordingly,  down  I   went,    and 
talk'd  of  indifferent  Affairs ;  mean  while  my 
Sifter  drefs'd  herfelf  all  over  again,  not  be- 
ing willing  to  be  feea   in  an  Undrefs.     At 
laft   llie  came   down  drefs'd  as  clean  as  her 
Vifitor  ;    but  how   great  was   m.y  Surprize, 
when  I  found  m.y  fine  Lady  a  comm.on  Servant- 
Wench. 

My  Sifter,  underftanding  what  ihe  was,  be- 
gan to  enquire  what  Wages  ilie  expeded  ? 
She  modeftly  asked  but  Eight  Pounds  a  Year. 
The  next  Qiieftion  w^as.  What  Work  flie 
could  do  to  deferve  fuch  Wages  ?  To  w^hich 
Ihe  anfwer'd.  That  ftie  could  clean  a  Koufe, 
or  drefs  a  common  Family-Dinner.  But 
cannot  you  waili^  reply 'd  my  Sifter,  or  get 
up  Linnen  ?  She   anfwer'd  in  the  Negative, 

and 
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and  faid.  She  would  undertake  neither,  nor 
would  ine  go  into  any  Family  that  did  not  put 
out  their  Linnen  to  waili,  and  hire  a  Chaie- wo- 
man to  fcour.  She  dehr'd  to  fee  theHoufe,  and 
after  having  carefully  fur  vey'dit^faid,  the  Work 
was  too  hard  for  her,  nor  could  ilie  undertake  it. 
This  put  my  Sifter  beyond  all  Patience,  and 
me  into  the  great  eft  Admiration.  Yourg  Wo- 
man, faid  file,  you  have  made  a  Mifiake,  I 
want  a  Houfe-Maid,  and  you  are  a  Chamber- 
Maid.  No  Madam,  reply 'd  fhe,  I  am  not 
Needle- Woman  enough  for  that.  And  yet  you 
ask  Eight  Pounds  a  Years,  reply 'd  my  Sifter. 
Yes  Madam,  faid  ilie^  nor  iliali  I  bate  a  Far- 
thing, Then  get  you  gone  for  a  Lazy  impudent 
Baggage,  faid  I,  you  want  to  be  a  Boarder, 
not  a  Servant  :  Have  you  a  Fortune,  or 
Eftate,  that  youdrefs  at  that  Rate?  No  Sir,  faid 
flie,  but  I  hope  I  may  wear  what  I  work  for 
without  Ofl^ence*  What  you  work  for,  Inter- 
rupted my  Sifter,  why  you  don't  feem  willing 
to  undertake  any  Work  :  You  will  not  walli 
or  fcour  ;  you  cannot  drefs  a  Dinner  for  Com- 
pany j  you  are  no  Needle- Wom.an  ;  and  our 
little  Houfe,  of  two  Rooms  on  a  Floor,  is  too 
much  for  you.  For  God's  fake  what  can  you 
do  ?  Madam,  reply 'd  fnc  pertly  ;  I  know  my 
Buiinefs  ^  and  don't  fear  a  Service  ;  there  are 
m.ore  Places  than  Parifh  Churches;  if  you 
wafli  at  Home,  you  fuould  have  a  Laundry- 
Maid  i 
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Maid;  if  you  give  Entertainments,  youmuft 
have  a  Cook-maid  ;  if  you  have  any  Nee- 
dle-work, you  fhould  have  a  Chamber-maid; 
and  fuch  a  Houfe  as  this  is  enough  for  a 
Houfe-maid  in  all  confcience* 

I  was  pleas'd  at  the  V/it,  and  aflonifh'd 
at  the  Impudence  of  the  Girl,  and  difmiG'd 
her  with  Thanks  for  her  Inftruftions  ;  aifu- 
ringher,  that  v^^hen  I  kept  four  Maids,  flie 
fliould  be  Houfe-maid  if  fhe  pleas'd. 

Were  a  Servant  to  do  my  Bufinefs  with 
Chearfulnefs,  I  fliould  not  grudge  at  five  or 
fix  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  nor  Vv'ould  I  be  {o 
unchriftian  as  to  put  more  upon  any  one 
•than  they  can  bear:  But  to  pray,  and  pay 
too,  is  the  Devil.  It  is  very  hard,  that  I 
muft  keep  four  Servants  or  none. 

In  great  Families,  indeed,  where  many 
Servants  are  required,  thefe  Diftindions  of 
Chamber- maid,  Houfe-maid,  Cook  maid, 
Laundry-maid,  Nurfery-maid,  (jc,  are  re- 
quifite,  to  the  end  that  each  may  take  her 
particular  Bufinefs,  and  many  Hands  may 
make  the  Work  light  ;  but  for  a  private 
Gentleman,  of  a  fmall  Fortune,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  keep  fo  many  idle  Jades,  when  one 
might  do  the  Bufinefs,  is  intollerable,  and 
matter  of  great  Grievance. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  Difcourfe  wjchouc  a 
gentle  Admonition  and  Reproof  to  fome  of 
my  own  Sex,  I  mean  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
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give  themfelves  unneceffary  Airs,  and  can- 
Eor  go  to  fee  a  Friend,  but  they  rauft  kifs 
and  ilop  the  Maid  ;  and  all  this  is  done 
vyith  an  Air  of  Gallantry,  and  muft  not  be 
refenicd.  Nay,  fome  Gentlemen  are  io  filly, 
that  they  fhall  carry  on  an  underhand  Af- 
fair with  their  Friend's  Servant  maid,  to  Uieir 
own  Difgrace,  and  the  Ruin  of  many  a 
young  Creature.  Nothing  is  more  bafe  and 
ungenerous,  yet  nothing  more  common,  and 
wiihal  fo  little  taken  notice  of.  D  - —  w^, 
yack^  fays  one  Friend  to  another,  this  Maid 
of  y  curs  is  a  pretty  Girl^  yon  do  [o  and  fo  to 
her  hy  G  —  d.  This  makes  the  Creature 
Pert,*^  Vain  and  Impudent,  and  fpoils  many 
a  good  Servant. 

What  Gentleman  will  defcend  to  this  low 
way  of  Intrigue,  v.'ben  he  flial!  confider 
that  he  has  a  Foot-Boy  or  an  Apprentice  for 
his  Rival,  and  that  he  is  feldom  or  never  ad  • 
mitted,  but  when  they  have  been  his  Tafters : 
And  the  Fool  of  Fortune,  tho'  he  comes  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  Feaft,  yet  pays  the 
whole  Pvcckoning  :  And  fo  indeed  would  I 
have  all  fuch  filly  Cullies  ferv'd. 

If  I  muft  have  an  Intrigue,  let  it  be  with 
a  Woman  that  fhall  not  fhame  me.  I  would 
never  go  into  the  Kitchen,  wTjen  the  Parlour- 
Door  was  open.  We  are  forbidden  at  Hig/j- 
gatCy  to  kiis  the  Maid  v/hen  we  may  kils  the 
aViiitrefs ;  W'hy  then  will  Gentlemen  defcend 
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fo  low,  by  too  much  Familiarity  with  thtffe 
Creatures,  to  bring  themfelves  into  Con- 
tempt.^ 

I  have  been  at  Places,  where  the  Maid  has 
been  fo  dizzied  with  thefe  idle  Compliments, 
that  fhe  has  miftook  one  thing  for  another, 
and  not  regarded  her  JVliftrefs  in  the  leaft  ; 
but  put  on  all  the  flirting  Airs  imaginable. 
This  Behaviour  is  no  where  fo  much  com.- 
plainM  of  as  in  Taverns,  Coftee-Houfes,  and 
Places  of  publick  Refort,  where  there  are 
handiome  Bar-keepers,  fjr.  Thefe  Creatures 
being  puff'd  up  with  the  fulfome  Flattery  of 
a  fet  of  Fkfl:i-Flies,  that  are  continually, 
buzzing  about  'em,  carry  themfelves  with  the 
utmoftlnfolence  imaginable  ;  infomuch,  than 
you  muft  fpeak  to  them  with  a  great  deal  of 
Deference,  or  you  are  fure  to  be  affronted. 
Being  at  a  Coffee-Houfe  t'^otlier  Day,  where 
one  of  thefe  Ladies  kept  the  Bar,  I  had  be- 
fpoke  a  Difliof  Rice-7\^a  ;  but  Madam  was 
fo  taken  up  with  her  Sparks,  that  fhe  had 
quite  forgot  it.  I  fpoke  for  it  again,  and  with 
fome  Temper,  but  was  anfwer'd  after  a  moft 
taunting  manner,  not  without  a  tofs  of  the 
Head,  a  Contraflion  of  the  Noiiriis,  and 
other  Impertinencics,  too  many  toenumicrate. 
Seeing  myfeh  thus  publickly  infulted  by  fuch 
an  Animal,  I  could  not  chufe  but  fh^w  my 
Refentment :  Woman,  faid  I,  fternly,  I  wane 
a  Difh  of  Rice- Tea,   and    not  what    you-r 
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Van'ty  and  Impudence  may  imagine;  there- 
fore treat  me  as  a  Gentleman  and  a  Cuftomer, 
and  ferve  me  with  v/hat  I  call  for  :  Keep 
your  impertinent  Repartees  and  impudent 
Behaviour  for  the  Coxcombs  that  Twarm 
round  your  Bar,  and  make  you  fo  vain  of 
your  blown  Carcafs.  And  indeed  I  believe 
the  Infolencc  of  this  Creature  uill  ruin  her 
Mafter  at  laft,  by  driving  away  Men  of  So- 
briety and  Bufinefs,  and  making  the  Place  a 
Den  of  V'agabondsand  Rake-Hells. 

Gentlemen  therefore  ought  to  be  very  cir- 
cumfpect  in  their  Behaviour,  and  not  un- 
der-value  themfelves  to  Servant-wenches, 
who  are  but  too  apt  to  treat  a  Gentleman 
ill,  whenever  he  puts  himfelf  into  their 
Power. 

Let  me  now  beg  pardon  for  this  Digreflion, 
and  return  to  my  SubjeO:,  by  propofing  fome 
prafticable  Methods  for  regulating  of  Ser- 
vants, which  whether  they  are  followed  or 
not,  yet  if  they  afford  Matter  of  Improve- 
ment and  Speculation,  it  will  anfwer  the 
Heighth  of  my  Expeftation,  ard  I  will  be  the 
firit  who  fliall  approve  of  whatever  Improve- 
ments are  made  from  this  fmall  Beginning. 

The  firfl:  Abufe  I  would  have  reform'd,  is, 
that  Servants  fiiould  be  reiirain'd  from  throw- 
ing thtmfelves  out  of  Place  on  every  idle  Va- 
gary. This  might  be  remedied  were  all  Con- 
tracts  between   Malter  and  Servant   to   be 
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made  before  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace,  or  other 
proper  Officer,  and  a  Memorandum  thereof 
taken  in  writing,  Nor  fliould  fuch  Servant 
!eav^  his  or  her  Place  (for  Men  and  Maids 
might  come  under  the  fame  Regulation)  till 
the  Time  agreed  on  be  expired,  unlefs  fuch 
Servant  be  mifus'd  or  deny'd  NeceiT^ries,  or 
fhow  fome  other  reafonable  Caufe  tor  their 
Difcharge.  In  that  Cafe  the  Mafter  or  Mi- 
ftrefs  fhould  be  reprimanded,  or  fin'd.  But  if 
Servants  misbehave  themfelves,  or  leave  their 
Places,  not  being  regularly  difcharg'd,  they 
ought  to  be  amerc'd  or  punifh'd.  But  ail 
thofe  idle  ridiculous  Cuftoms  and  Laws  of 
their  own  making,  fuch  as  a  Month's  Wages 
or  a  Month's  Warning,  and  fuch  like,  rnv/Uid 
be  entirely  fet  afide  and  abclifb'd. 

When  a  Servant  has  lerv'd  the  limited  time 
duly  and  faithfully,  they  fhould  be  encitul'd 
to  a  Certificate,  as  is  praflis'd  at  prefenc  in 
the  Wool- Combing  Trade  .  Nor  fliould  any 
Perfon  hire  a  Servant  without  a  Ceriificace, 
or  other  proper  Security.  A  Servant  wkhouc 
a  Certificate  fhould  be  deemM  a  Vagrant  : 
And  a  Mafter  or  Miftrefs  ought  to  affiga  very 
good  Reafons  indeed  when  they  objeft  againit 
giving  a  Servant  his  or  her  Certificate. 

And  tho',  to  avoid  Prolixity,  I  have  not 
mentionM  Footmen  particularly  in  the  fore- 
going  Difcourfe  ;  yet  the  Complaints  alledg'd 
agaiiift  the  Maids  are  as  well  mafculine  as 
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feminine,  and  very  applicable  to  our  Gentle- 
men's Gentlemen,  I  would  therefore  have  'em 
under  the  very  fame  Regulations;  and  as 
they  are  Fdlow-Servants,  would  not  make 
Fifh  of  one,  and  Flefh  of  the  other,  fince 
daily  Experience  teaches  us,   that 

Ne^w  a  barrel  the  letter  Herring. 


The  next  great  Abufe  among  us,  is,  that 
under  the  Notion  of  cleaning  our  Shoes,  a- 
bove  ten  thoufand  wicked,  idle,  pilfering 
Vagrants  are  permitted  to  patrol  about  our 
Ciry  and  Suburbs.  Thefe  are  calPd  the 
Slack-Guard:,  who  black  your  Honour's 
Shoes,  and  incorporate  chemfelves  under  the 
Ti^le  of  the  WcrJJjipful  Company  of  Jap- 
fanners* 

Were  this  all,  there  were  no  hurt  in  it, 
and  the  whole  might  terminate  in  a  Jeft;  but 
the  rnifchief  ends  not  here,  they  corrupt  our 
Youtli,  efpecially  our  ?vlen-ServantS;  Oaths 
and  Impudence  are  their  only  Flowers  of 
Rhetorick  ;  Gaming  and  Thieving  are  the 
principal  Parts  of  their  Profeffion,  but  Jap- 
panning  the  Pretence.  For  example^  a  Gen- 
tleman keeps  a  Servant,  who,  among  other 
things,  is  to  clean  his  Matter's  Slices;  but  our 
Gentlemen's  Gentlemen  are  above  it  now 
a-days,  and  your  Man's  Man  performs  the 
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Office ;  for  which  Piece  of  Service  you  pay 
double  and  treble,  efpecially  if  ycu  keep  a 
Table,  and  are  well  off  if  the  Jappanner  has 
no  more  than  his  own  Diet  from  it, 

I  have  often  cbferv'd  thefe  Rafcals  fneak- 
ing  from  Gentlemen's  Doors  with  Wallets, 
or  Hats,  full  of  good  Viduals,  which  they 
either  carry  to  their  Trulls,  or  fell  for  a 
Trifle.  By  this  means  our  Butcher's,  our 
Baker's,  our  Poulterer's  and  Cheefemonger's 
Bills  are  monftroufly  exaggerated  ;  not  to 
mention  Candles  juft  lighted,  which  fell  for 
five  Fence  a  Pound  ;  and  many  other  Perqui- 
fites  beft  known  to  themfelves,  and  the  pil- 
fering Villains  their  Confederates. 

Add  to  this,  that  their  continual  Gaming 
fets  Servants  upon  their  wits  to  fupply  this 
Extravagance,  tho'  at  the  fame  time  the 
Mafter's  Pocket  pays  for  it;  and  the  t'lmQ 
which  fliould  be  fpent  in  a  Gentleman's  Ser- 
vice is  loiter'd  away  among  thefe  Rake-hells ; 
infomuch  that  half  our  Melfages  are  ineffe- 
Qual,  the  Time  intended  being  ofcen  ex- 
pired before  the  MtlTage  is  deliver'd. 

How  many  and  frequent  Robberies  are 
committed  by  thefe  Jappanners  ?  And  to 
how  many  mere  are  they  Confederates  ?  Sil- 
ver  Spoons,  Spurs,  and  other  fm.all  Pieces  of 
Plate,  are  every  Day  miffing,  and  very  often 
found  upon  thefe  fort  of  Gentlemen  ;  yet  are 
they  permitted,  to  the  fharne  of  all  our  good 

Laws^ 
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laws,  and  the  Scandal  of  our  moft  excellent 
G-^vernmenr,  to  lurk  about  our  Streets,  to 
dtbiuch  our  Servants  and  Apprentices,  to 
fupporc  an  infinite  number  of  fcandalous, 
fh'^melefs  Trulls,  yet  more  wicked  than 
thcmfelves ;  for  not  a  Jack  among  'em  but 
mud:  have  his  Gill. 

By  whom  fuch  Indecencies  are  daily  afted 
even  in  our  open  Streets,  as  are  very  offenfive 
to  the  Eyes  and  Ears  of  all  fober  Perlons,  and 
even  abominable  in  a  Chriftian  Country. 

In  any  Riot,  or  other  Difturbance,  thefe 
Sparks  are  always  the  foremoft ;  for  moft  a- 
mong  them  can  turn  their  Hands  to  picking 
of  Pockets,  to  run  away  with  Goods  from  a 
Fire,  or  other  publick  Confufion,  to  fnatch 
any  thing  from  a  Woman  or  Child,  to  ftrip  a 
Houfe  when  the  Door  is  open,  or  any  other 
Branch  of  a  Thief's  Profeifion. 

In  fhort,  it  is  a  Nurfery  for  Thieves  and 
Villains ;  modeft  Women  are  every  Day  in- 
fulted  by  them  and  their  Strumpets  ;  and  fuch 
Children  as  run  about  the  Streets,  or  thofe 
Servants  who  go  on  Errands,  do  but  too  fre- 
quently bring  home  fome  Scraps  of  their 
beaftiy  profane  Wit  ;  infomuch,  that  the 
Converfation  of  our  lower  Rank  of  People 
runs  only  upon  Bawdy  and  Blafphemy,  not- 
withftanding  our  Societies  for  Pveformation, 
and  our  Laws  in  force  againft  Frofanenefs :  For 
this  lazy  Life  gets  them  many  Profelites,  their 

Numbers 
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Numbers  daily  increafing  by  run  away  Ap- 
prentices and  Foot-Boys  ;  infomuch  that  it 
is  a  very  hard  matter  for  a  Gentleman  to  get 
him  a  Servant,  or  for  a  Tradefman  to  find  an 
Apprentice. 

Innumerable  other  Mifchlefs  accrue,  and 
others  will  fpring  up  from  this  Race  of  Cat- 
terpillars,  who  muil:  be  fwept  from  out  our 
Streets,  or  we  fhall  be  over-run  with  all 
manner  of  Wickednefs; 

But  the  Subjeft  is  fo  low,  that  it  becomes 
difagreeable  even  to  my  felf,  give  me  leave 
therefore  to  propofea  way  to  clear  the  Streets 
of  thefe  Vermin,  and  to  fubdirute  as  many 
honefl:  induftrious  Perfons  in  their  flead,  who 
are  now  ftarving  for  want  of  bread,  while 
thefe  execrable  Villains  Uve  ^though  in  Rags 
and  Naftinefs,  yet)  in  Plenty  and  Luxury. 

I  therefore  humbly  propofe,  that  thefe  Va- 
gabonds  be  put  immediately  under  the  Com- 
mand and  Infpeflion  of  fuch  Task  mailers 
as  the  Government  fhall  appoint^  and  that 
they  be  employ'd,  punifli'd,  and  rewarded 
according  to  their  Capacities  and  Demerits, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Induftrious  and  Docible  to 
Wool-Combing  and  other  Parts  of  the 
woollen  Manufadure,  where  Hands  are 
wanted  ;  as  alfo  to  Husbandry  and  other 
Parts  of  Agriculture. 

For  it  is   evident,  that   there  are  fcarce 

Hands  enow  in   the  Country  to  carry   on 
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either  of  thefe  Affairs.  Now  thefe  Vaga- 
bonds might  not  only  by  this  means  be  kept 
out  of  Harm's  way,  but  be  rendered  fer- 
viceable  to  the  Nation.  Nor  is  there  any 
need  of  tranfporring  'em  beyond  S^as,  for  if 
any  are  refra£lory,  they  fliould  be  fent  to 
our  Stannaries  and  other  Mines,  to  our 
Coal-works  and  other  Places,  where  hard 
Labour  is  required.  And  here  I  mull:  offer 
one  thing,  never  yet  thought  of,  or  propo- 
fed  by  any,  and  that  is,  the  keeping  in  due 
Repair  the  Navigation  of  the  River 
Thames^  fo  ufeful  to  our  Trade  in  general  : 
"And  yecof  late  Years  fuch  vafl:  Hills  of  Sand 
are  gathered  together  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
River,  as  are  very  prejudicial  to  its  Naviga- 
ticn.  One  of  which  is  ntzv  Lcndon-^ridge^ 
another  near  White-Hall^  a  third  near  S^r- 
terfea^  and  a  fourth  near  Fiilham.  Thefe 
are  of  very  great  Hindrance  to  the  Naviga- 
tion :  And  indeed  the  Removal  of  them 
ought  to  be  a  NationalConcern,  which  I  hum- 
bly'propofe  may  be  thus  effcfted. 

The  rebellious  Fart  of  thefe  Vagabonds, 
as  alfo  other  Thieves  and  Offenders,  fliould 
be  formM  in  Bodies  under  the  Command  of 
ptoper  Officers,  and  under  the  Guard  and 
Awe  of  our  Soldiery,  i  hefe  fliould  every 
Day  at  Low-water  carry  away  thefe  Sand- 
Hilis,  and  remove  every  other  Obftrudion  to 
the  Navigation  of  this  moft  excellent  and 
ufeiul  River,         ^ 
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It  may  be  obiedled,  that  the  BiUaft-mcn 
mighr  do  this  ;  that  as  fall  as  the  Hills  are 
taken  away  they  would  gather  together 
again;  or,  that  the  Watermen  might  do  it. 
To  the  firft  I  anfwer,  that  the  Ballafl:  men, 
inftead  of  taking  from  thefe  Hills^  make 
Holes  in  other  Places  of  the  River,  which 
is  the  Reafon  fo  many  young  Perfons  are 
drown'd  when  fwimming  or  bathing  in  the 
River.  Befides  it  is  a  Work  for  many 
Hands,  and  of  long  Continuance  ;  fo  that 
Bal]afl--men  do  more  harm  than  good.  The  fe- 
cond  Objection  is  as  filly,  as  if  I  should  never 
wafh  my  felf,  becaufe  IfhaJl  be  dirty  again, 
and  I  think  neeeds  no  other  Anh\  er.  And 
as  to  the  third  Objeftion,  the  Watermen 
are  not  fo  publickTpirited,  they  live  only 
from  hand  to  mouth,  tho'  not  one  of  'em 
but  finds  the  Inconvenience  of  thefe  Hills 
every  day,  being  oblig'd  to  go  a  great  way 
round  about  for  fear  of  running  a-ground  : 
Infomuch  that  in  a  few  Years  the  Naviga- 
tion of  that  Part  of  the  River  will  be  in- 
tirely  obftrufled.  Neverthelefs,  every  one 
of  thefe  Gentlemen- watermen  hopes  it  will 
laft  his  Time,  and  fo  they  all  cry,  T*he  T)e- 
cil  take  the  Hindmoft  :  But  yet  I  judge  it 
higlily  neceflary,  that  this  fhould  be  made  a 
National  Concern,  like  T>agenham  Preachy 
and  that  thefe  Hills  be  rcmovM  by  fome 
Means  or  other. 
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And  now  I  have  mentioned  Watermen, 
give  me  leave  to  complain  of  the  Infolencie§ 
and  Exaclions  they  daily  commit  on  the  Ri- 
\tV'Thames^  and  in  particular  this  one  In- 
ftance  which  cries  aloud  for  Juftice. 

A  young  Lady  of  Diftinction,  in  Compa- 
ny with  her  Brother,  a  h'ctle  Youth,  took  a 
Pair  of  Oars  at  or  near  the  Temple  en  Jprii 
Day  laft,  and  ordered  the  Men  to  carry  them 
to  Tepper-Jlley-'^'taJrs.  One  of  the  Fellows 
(accordmg  to  their  ufuallmpertinence)  ask'd 
the  Lady  where  fine  was  going?  (he  an- 
fwer'd,  Near  St.  OlaveV  Church.  Upon 
which  he  faid,  fhe  had  better  go  through 
Bridge.  The  Lady  reply'd,  fhe  had  never 
gone  through  Bride  in  her  Life,  nor  would 
file  venture  for  an  hundred  Guineas ;  fo  com- 
manded him  once  more  to  land  her  at  ^ep- 
per- Alky-Stairs.  Notwithftanding  which, 
in  fpite  of  her  Fears,  Threats  and  Com- 
mands ;  nay,  in  fpite  of  the  Perfuafion  of 
his  Fellov/,  he  forc'd  her  through  IjOndon-^ 
^ri^^ge^  which  frightened  her  beyond  Ex- 
prefiion  :  And,  to  mend  the  matter,  he 
oblig'd  her  to  pay  double  Fare,  and  mobb'd 
her  into  the  bargain. 

To  refent  which  Abufe,  Application  was 
made  to  the  Hall,  the  Fellow  fummon'd, 
and  the  Lady  order'd  to  attend,  which  fhe 
did,  waiting  there  all  the  Morning,  and  was 
appointed  to  call  again   in.  the   Afternoon. 

She 
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She  came  accordingly,  but  they  told  her  the 
Fellow  had  been  there,  but  was  gone,  ai)d 
that  fhe  muft  attend  another  Friday.  She 
attended  again  and  again,  but  to  the  fame 
Purpofe.  Nor  have  they  yet  produced  the 
Man,  but  tir'd  out  the  Lady,  who  has  fpent 
above  ten  Shillings  in  Coach.  Hire,  been 
abus'd,  and  baffled  into  the  bargain* 

It  is  pity  therefore,  that  there  are  not 
Commiffioners  for  Watermen,  as  there  are  for 
Hackney-Coachmen  ;  or  that  Jufticcs  ot  the 
Peace  might  not  inflift  bodily  Penalties  on 
Watermen  thus  offending.  But  while  Wa- 
termen are  Watermen's  Judges,  I  fliail  laugh 
at  thofe  who  carry  their  .Complaints  to  the 
Hall. 

The  ufiial  Plea  in  behaf  of  the  abufive 
Watermen  is,  that  that  they  are  drunk,  ig- 
norant or  poor  ;  but  that  will  that  latisfy 
the  Party  aggrieved,  or  deter  the  Offender 
from  re-offending?  Whereas  were  the  Of- 
fenders fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Correflion,  and 
there  punifh'd,  or  fentenc'd  to  work  at  the 
Sand-Hills  afore-mention'd  for  a  time,  fuita- 
ble  to  the  xVature  of  their  of  their  Crimes, 
the  Terror  of  fuch  Punifhments  would  nnke 
them  fearful  of  offending,  to  the  great  Quk:c 
of  the  S{%bjefl:. 

Now  it  may  be  ask'd,  Howfhail  w^  have 
our  Shoes  clean'd,  or  how  are  thefe  iiduhii- 
ous  Poor  to  be  maintained  f  To  thii>  i  an- 
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fwer,  that  the  Places  of  thefe  Vagabonds 
may  be  very  well  fupplyM  by  grerr  Num- 
bers of  antient  Perfons,  poor  Widc\v%  and 
others,  who  have  not  enough  from  their  re- 
fpeftlve  Parifhes  to  maintain  them.  ThlTc 
poor  People  I  would  have  authoriz'd  and 
llation'd  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  op 
other  Magiftrates.  Each  of  thefe  fhould 
have  a  particular  Walk  or  Stand,  and  no 
other  Shoe-Cleaner  fhould  come  into  that 
Walk,  unlefs  the  Perfon  misbehave  and  be 
removed.  Nor  fhould  any  Perfon  clean  Shoes 
in  the  Streets,  but  theie  author  z'd  Shoe- 
Cleaners,  who  fhould  have  feme  Mark  of 
Diftinflion,  and  be  under  the  immediate 
Government  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace. 

Thus  would  many  Thoufands  of  poor 
People  be  provided  for,  without  burthening 
their  Parifhes.  Some  of  thefe  may  earn  a 
Shilling  or  two  in  a  Day,  and  none  lefs 
than  fix  Pence,  or  thereabouts.  And  left 
the  old  Japanners  fhould  appear  again,  in 
the  Shape  of  Link-Boys,  and  knock  down 
Gentlemen  in  Drink,  or  lead  others  out  of 
the  way  into-  dark  remote  Places,  where 
they  either  put  out  their  Lights  and  rob 
'cm  themfelves,  or  run  away  and  leave  'em 
to  be  pillag'd  by  others,  as  is  daily  i^raftis'd^ 
I  would  have  no  Perfon  carry  a  Link  for 
H.re  but  fome  of  thefe  induftrious  Poor,  and 
even  fuch  not  without  fome  Ticket  or  Badge- 


to 


[35] 

to  let  People  know  who  they  trufl:.'  Thus 
would  the  Streets  be  cleared  Night  and  Tay 
Of  thefe  Vermin;  nor  would  Oaths,  Skir- 
mifTics,  Blafphemy,  obfcenc  Talk,  or  other 
wicked  Examples  be  fopublickand  frequent. 
All  gaming  at  Orange  and  Gingerbread  Bar- 
rows  fliould  be  aboliflld,  as  alfo  all  Penny 
and  lialF  Penny  Lotteries,  TlAmblesand 
B.^lls,  (^c.  fo  frequent  in  Moorfieldo^  Lin^ 
cclns-Inn-Fields^  &:c.  where  idle  Fell ov^z  re- 
fort,  to  play  with  Children  and  Apprenti 
ces,  and  tempt  them  to  fteal  their  Parents  or 
Adafters  Money. 

There  is  one  admirable  Cuftom  in  the 
City  of  Lofidon^  which  I  could  wifh  were 
imitated  in  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Weft- 
mmfteTy  and  Bills  of  Mortality,  which  is, 
no  Porter  can  carry  a  Burden,  or  Letter,  ia 
the  City,  unlefs  he  be  a  Ticket-Porter ; 
whereas  out  of  the  Freedom-part  oi  London^ 
any  Perfonmay  take  a  Knot,  and  turn  Porter, 
till  he  be  intruded  with  fomething  of  Value^ 
and  then  you  never  hear  of  him  more.  This 
is  very  common,  and  ought  to  be  amended.  I 
would  therefore  have  all  Porters  under  fome 
fuch  Regulation  as  Coachmen,  Chairmen,- 
Carmen,  (^c.  a  Man  may  then  know  whom 
he  intrufts,  and  not  run  the  rifque  of  iofing 
his  Goods,  (jC'  Nay,  I  would  not  have  a  Per- 
fon  carry  a  Basktc  in  the  Markets,  who  is 
not   fubjeft  to  icme  fuch  P^egulation;    for 

very 


Very  many  Perfons  oftentimes  lofe  their  Din- 
ners, by  fending  their  Meat  home  by  Per- 
fons'they  know  nothing  of. 

Thus  would  all  our  Poor  be  ftation'd,  and 
a  Man  or  Woman,  able  to  perform  any  of 
thefe  OiBces,  muft  either  comp'y  or  be  term'd 
an  idle  Vagrant,  and  fent  to  a  Place  where 
thev  fhall  b^  forc'd  to  work.  By  this  means 
IndulVy  will  be  incourag'd,  Idlenefs  pu- 
j^ifb'd,  and  we  fhall  be  fam'd,  as  well  as 
/lappy^  for  our  Tranquility  and  Decorum. 
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Private  Abufes,  Publick  Grievances  : 
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In  the  Pride,  Infolence,  and  Exorbitant 
Wages  of  our  Women-Servants^ 
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WITH 

A  Proposal  for  amendment  of  the  fame;  a^ 
alfo  for  clearing  the  Streets  of  thofe  Vermin 
call'd  Shoe-Cleaners,  and  fubftitutinc;  in 
their  ftead  many  Thoufands  of  Induftrious  Poor, 
now  ready  to  {larve.  With  divers  other  Hints^^ 
of  great  Ufe  to  the  Publick. 

Humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  our 
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PREFACE. 

j^mkttFv^^T^  I  N  C  E   this  link  Book   appea/d  in 


(G3^r>^ 


I  printy    it   has  had  no  lefs  than  thres  t 
AnfwerSy  and  jrefi  Attacks  are  daily  I 
gd  expi^cted  from   the  Powers  of  Grub- 


U  Street  i  hut  jhould  threef core  Antago- 
nifts  more  arife  (unlefs  they  fay  more  to  the  purpofe  than 
the  af ore-mention  d)  they  fhall  not  tejnpt  me  to  reply. 

Nor  fi all  I  engage  in  a  Paper-lVar,  hut  league  my  Book 
to  anfvoer  for  itfelf  having  advanced  nothing  therein 
but  evident  'Truths^  and  inconteftahle  Matters  of 
FaB. 

"The  general  Ohjeclion  is  againfl  my  Style  j   /  do  not 
fet  up  for  an   Author^  hut  write  only  to  he  underjiood, ; 
no  matter  how  plain. 

As  my  Intentions  are  good,  fo  have  they  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  meet  with  Apprchaticn  from  the  foher  and 
fiihflantial  Part  of  Mankind ;  as  for  the  Vicious  and 
Vagabond  their  Ill-will  is  my  Amhition. 

It  is  with  uncommon  Sati faction  I  fee  the  Magi- 
flracy  begin  to  put  the  Laws  againfi  Vagahonds  in  free 
with  tie  mmoji   Vigour^   a  great  many  cf  thife  Ver^ 
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7mn,  the  ^appaners,  having  lately  been  taken  up  and 
fern  to  the  fever al  Work-Hotifes  in  and  ahmt  this  City ; 
and  indeed  high  time,  for  they  grow  every  Day  more 
and  more  pernicious. 

My  Project  for  putting  Watermen  under  Co?n?niJJJo- 
nerSy  zvill  I  hope  he  put  in  praElice,  for  it  is  fcarce 
fafe  to  go  hy  Water  unlefs  you  know  your  Man, 

As  for  the  Maid -Servants^  if  1  undervalue  my  f elf 
to  take  notice  of  them,  as  they  are  pleased  to  fay,  it  is 
becaufe  they  over-value  the77ifelves  fo  much  they  ought 
to  he  taken  notice  of 

7'his  makes  the  guilty  take  my  SuhjeB  hy  the  wrong 
endy  hut  any  impartial  Reader  may  find,  I  write 
not  agaivft  Servants,  but  had  Servants;  not  again  ft 
Wages,  hut  exorbitant  Wages,  and  am  entirely  of  the 
Poet's  Opinion, 

The  Good  ihoiild  meet  with  Favour  and  Applaufe, 
The  Wicked  be  reHrain'd  by  vvholfome  Laws. 

The  P^eafcn  why  1  did  not  puhiifh  this  Peek  till  the 
End  of  the  Lift  Seffions  of  Parliament,  was  becaufe  1 
did  not  care  to  interfere  with  more  momentct^s  Affairs ; 
hut  leave  it  to  the  Ccnfideration  of  that  augufi  Body 
during  this  Recef,  againft  the  ne:<t  Seffions,  when  I 
fJmU  exhibit  another  drnpiaitit  agairft  a  growing  Ab:fe^ 
fl-r  which  I  doubt  not  hut  to  receive  tleir  Approbation ^ 
and  the  Thanhs  of  all  honeji  Men. 

Eve-'V- 
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H I  S  is  a  Proverb  fo  common 
in  E very-body's  Mcutb,  that  I 
wonder  No-body  has  yet  thought 
it  worth  while  to  draw  proper  In- 
ferences from  it,  and  expofe  thofe 
little  Abufes,  which,  tho'  they  feem  trifling, 
and  as  it  were  fcarce  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  yet  by  infenlible  Degrees,  they  may 
become  of  injurious  Confequence  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ,•  like  fome  Difeafes,  whofe  firfl:  Symptoms 
are  only  trifling  Diforders,  but  by  Continu- 
ance and  Progrciilon,  their  iaft  Periods  termi- 
nate in  the  E)e{l;rua:ion  of  the  whole  Humane 
Fabrick. 

In  Coitradiftion  therefore  to  this  general 
Rule,  and  out  of  lincere  love  and  well-meaning 
to  the  Pablick,  give  m.e  leave  to  enumerate 
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the  Abufes  infenfibly  crept  in  among  us^  and 
the  Inconveniences  dally ^  ariiing  from  the  In- 
foicnce  and  Intrigues  of  our  Servant  Wenches^ 
who^  by  their  caballing  together^  have  made 
their  Party  fo  coniiderabie,  that  Every-body 
cries  cut  againft  'em  ;  and  yet  to  verify  the 
Proverb  No-body  has  thought  oP^  or  at  leaft 
propofed  a  Remedy,  aitho'  fach  an  Under- 
taking (mean  as  it  feems  to  be)  I  hope  will 
one  Day  be  thought  worthy  the  Conlideration 
Ol  our  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

Worn. en  Servants  are  nov/  fo  fcarce,  that 
from  thirty  and  forty  Shillings  a  Year,  their 
Wages  are  increafed  of  late  to  fix,  feven,  nay 
d^ht  Vounds per  Jnmim^  and  upwards;  info- 
much,  that  an  ordinary  Tradefman  cannot  v/eli 
keep  one ;  but  his  Wife,  who  mi.9fht  be  ufeful 
in  his  Shop,  or  Eufinefs,  muft  do  the  Drudgery 
of  Houihold  Affairs :  And  all  this,  becaufe  our 
Servant  Wenches  are  fo  puff 'd  up  with  Pride, 
now  a  Days,  that  they  never  think  they  go 
fine  enough  :  It  is  a  hard  Matter  to  know 
the  Mifcrefs  from  the  ivTaid  by  their  Drefs,  nay 
very  often  the  Maid  fhall  be  much  the  finer 
of  the  two.  Our  v/ooUen  Manufaftnre  faffers 
much  by  this,  for  nothing  but  Silks  and  Sat- 
tuis  will  go  down  with  our  Kitchen  Wenches : 
to  firpport  which  intollerable  Pride,  they 
I-iave  in  fenfibiy  raifed  their  Wages  to  fuch  a 
Heigbth,  as  was  never  know  in  any  Age  or 
Nat.on  but  this. 

Let 
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Let  us  trace  this  from  the  beginning,  and 
fuppofe  a  Perfon  has  a  Servant  Maid  fent  him 
out  of  the  Country  at  fifty  Shillings,  or  three 
Pounds  a  Year.     The  Girl  has  fcarce  been  a 
Week,  nay,  a  Day  in  lier  Service,  but  a  Com- 
mittee of  Servant  Wenches   are  appointed  to 
examine  her,  who  advife  her  to  raife  her  Wa- 
ges,   or  give  warning  ,    to  encourage  h^r  to 
which,  the  Herb- Woman  or  Chandler- Won: an, 
or  fome  other  old  Intelligencer,  provide-  her 
a  Place  of  four  or  five  Pounds  a  Year  ,•  tins  fets 
Madam  cock-a-hoop,  and  /lie  thinks  of  nothing 
now  but  Vails  and  high  W^ages,  and  fo  gives 
warning  from  Piace  to  Place,  'till  ihe  has  got 
her  Wages  up  to  the  tip-top. 

Her  Neat's  Leathern  Shoes  are  now  franf- 
form'd  intoiac'd  ones  with  high  Heels,  herYarn 
Stockings  arc  t^rn'd  into  fii-e  wocden  ones,  v/\th 
fi Ik  Clocks  ,•  and  her  high  wooden  Patten^  are 
kickt  away  for  Leathern  Clogs ;  ilie  mufc  have 
a  Hoop  too,  as  well  as  her  Miflrefs  •  and  her 
poor   fcanty    Linfey- Woolfey    Petticoat    is 
chang'd  into  a  good  lilk  one,  for  four  or  fiveYards 
wide  at  the  leall: ;  Not  to  carry  the  Dei/.rip- 
tion  farther,  in  fhort,  plain  Country- 7^i.7;/  is 
now  turn'd  into  a  fine  Lcndo/i-Madani^    can 
drink  Tea,    take  Snuff,    and  carry  her  felf  as 
high  as  the  beft. 

If  ill  e  be  tolerably    handfome,     and    has 

any  iliare   of    Cunning,    the  Apprentice  or 

her  Mafter's  Son  is  entic'd  away   aiid  ruin'd 
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by  her.  Thus  many  good  Families  are  impove- 
riihed  and  difgrac  d  by  thefe  Pert  Sluts,  who^ 
takii  gthe  Advantage  of  a  Young  Man's  Sim- 
plicity and  unruly  Defires, draw  many  heedlefs 
Youths,  nay,  fome  of  good  Eftates  into  their 
Snares ;  and  of  this  we  have  but  too  many  Inr 
flarxes. 

Some  more  artful  fliall  conceal  their  Con- 
dition, and  palm  themfelves  on  Young  Fellows 
for  Gentlewomen,  and  great  Fortunes  ^  How 
many  Families  have  been  ruin'd  by  thefe 
Ladies  ?  When  the  Father  or  Mafter  of  the 
Family,  preferring  the  flirting  Airs  of  a 
young  prinkt  up  Strumpet,  to  the  artiefs 
fiiicerity  of  a  plain,  grave  and  good  Wife, 
has  given  his  Deiires  a  -  loofe,  and  deftroy'd 
Soul,  Body,  Family  and  Eftate.  But  they 
are  very  favourable  if  they  wheedle  No- 
body into  Matrimony,  but  only  m.ake  a  Pre- 
fent  of  a  fmall  live  Creature,  no"  bigger  than 
a  Baftard  to  fome  of  the  Fam.ily,  no  matter 
w^ho  gets  it  ',  when  a  Child  is  born  it  m.uft  be 
kept. 

bar  Sefuons  Papers  of  late  are  crowded 
with  Infiances  of  Servant  Maids  robbing  their 
Piaces,  this  can  be  only  attributed  to  their  de- 
vilifli  Pride  ;  for  their  whole  Enquiry  now  a 
Days,  is  how  little  they  fliali  do^  how  much 
they  Ihall  have. 

But  all  this  while  they  make  fo  little  re- 
ferve^  that  if  they  fall  iick  the  Pariili   m.uft 

keep 
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keep  "em,  if  they  are  out  of  Place,  they  muft 
proftitute  their  Bodies,  or  ftarve  ;  fo  that  from 
Chopping  and  Ghanging,  they  generally  pro- 
ceed to  Whoring  and  Thieving,  and  this  is  the 
Reafon  why  our  Streets  fwarm  with  Strum- 
pets, 

Thus  many  of  'em.  rove  from  Place  to  Place, 
from  Baw^dy-Houfe  to  Service,  and  from  Ser- 
vice, to  Bawdy-Houfe  again,  ever  unfettled, 
and  never  eafy,  nothing  being  more  common 
than  to  find  thefe  Creatures  one  Week  in  a 
good  Family,  and  the  next  in  a  Brothel: 
This  Amphibious  Life  makes  em  fit  for  nei- 
ther, for  if  the  Bav/d  ufes  them  ill,  away 
they  trip  to  Service,  'and  if  their  Miftrefs 
gives  em  a  wry  Word,  whip  they're  at  a 
Bawdy-Houfe  again,  fo  that  in  Efied:  they 
neither  make  good  Whores  or  good  Ser- 
vants. 

Thofe  who  are  not  thus  flippery  in  the 
Tail,  are  light  of  Finger,  and  of  thefe  the 
moft  pernicious,  are  thofe  who  beggar  you 
Inch-meal.  If  a  Maid  is  a  downright  Thief, 
fhe  ftrips  you  at  once,  and  you  know  your 
Lofs  j  but  thefe  retail  Pilferers  v/afte  you  in- 
fenfibly,  and  tho'  you  hardly  mifs  it,  yet  your 
Subflance  fhall  decay  to  fiich  a  Degree,  that 
you  m.ull  have  a  very  good  Bottom  indeed,  not 
to  feel  the  ill  Efl^eds  of  fuch  Moths  in  your 
Family, 

Tea, 
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Tea,  Sugar^  Wine,  drc.  or  any  fiich  trifling 
Commodities  are  reckoned  no  Thefts,  if  they 
do  not  diredly  take  your  Pewter  from  your 
Shelf,  or  your  Ltnnen  from  your  Drawers, 
they  are  very  Honeft  ;  What  harm  is  there, 
fay  they,  in  cribbing  a  little  Matter  for  a 
Junket,  a  merry  Boat  or  fo  ?  Nay,  there  arc 
thofe  that  when  they  are  fent  to  Market  for 
one  Joint  of  Meatj.fliall  take  up  two  on  their 
Mafter's  Account,  and  leave  one  by  the  Way, 
for  fome  of  thefe  Maids  are  mighty  charitable, 
and  can  make  a  fhift  to  maintain  a  fmall  Fa- 
mily with  what  they  can  Purloin  from  their 
Maftcrs  and  Miftrefifes. 

If  you  fend  'em  v/ith  ready  Money  they  turn 
Factors,  and  take  three  Pence  or  four  Pence  in 
the  Shilling  Brokeridge.  And  here  let  m.e  take 
Notice  of  one  very  heinous .  Abufe,  not  to  fay 
petty  Felony,  which  is  practiced  in  moft  of  the 
great  Families  about  Town,  which  is,  when 
the  Tradefmen  gives  the  Houfe-keeper,  or  other 
commanding  Servant,  a  Penny  or  two  Pence 
in  the  Shilling,  or  fo  much  in  the  Pound,  for 
every  Thing  they  fend  in,  and  which  from 
thence  is  called  Poundage. 

This,  in  my  Opinion,  is  the  greateft  of 
Villanies,  and  ought  to  incur  fome  Punifii- 
mcnt,  yet  nothir.g  is  more  common,  and 
our  topping  Tradefmen,  who  fe^m.  other  wife 
to  ftand  mightily  on  their  Credit,  make 
this  but  a  Matter  of  Courfe  ^nd    Cuftom. 

If 
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If  I  don't,  fays  one,  another  will,  (for  the 
Servant  is  fure  to  pick  a  Hole  in  the  Perfcns 
Coat,  who  iliall  not  pay  Contribution : )  Thus 
this  wicked  Pradice  is  carried  on  and  wink'd 
at,  while  receiving  of  llolen  Goods,  and  con- 
federating with  Felons,  which  is  not  a  jot 
worfe,  is  fo  openly  cry 'd  out  againft,  and  fo 
fevereiy  punifh'd,  Wltnefs  Jonathan  Wild. 

And  yet  if  a  Mafler  or  Miftrefs  enquire  after 
any  Thing  miOfing,  they  muft  be  fure  to  place 
their  Words  in  due  Form,  or  Madam  huffs  and 
flings  about  at  a  ftrange  Rate,  What  would 
you  make  a  Thief  of  her  ?  Who  would  live 
with  fuch  miftruftful  Folks  ?  Thus  you  are 
obliged  to  hold  your  Tongue,  and  fit  down 
quietly  by  your  lofs,  for  fear  of  offending  your 
Maid,  forfooth  ! 

Again,  if  your  Maid  iliall  maintain  one, 
two,  or  more  Perfons  from  your  Table,  whe- 
ther they  are  her  poor  Relations,  Country 
Folk,  Servants  out  of  Place,  Shoe-cleaners, 
Chare-women,  Porters,  or  any  other  of  her 
menial  Servants  who  do  her  Ladyiliip's 
Drudgery,  and  go  of  her  Errands,  you  muft 
not  grumble  or  complain  at  your  Expence,  or 
ask.  What  is  become  of  fuch  a  Thing,  or  fuch 
a  Thing  ?  although  it  might  never  fo  reafona- 
bly  be  fuppofed,  that  it  was  altogether  impof- 
fible  to  have  fo  much  expended  in  your  Fami- 
ly 5  but  hold  your  Tongue  for  Peace  fake,  or 

Madanx 
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Madam  will  fay.  You  grudge  herViduals^and 
expofe  you  to  the  laft  Degree  ail  over  the  Neigh- 
bourho(3d. 

Thus  have  they  a  Salve  for  every  Sore,  cheat 
you  to  your  Face,  and  infait  you  into  the  Bar- 
gain ^  nor  can  you  help  yourfelf  without  ex- 
pofing  yourfelf,  or  putting  yourfelf  into  a  Paf- 
iion. 

Another  great  Abufe  crept  in  among  us,' 
is  the  giving  of  Vails,  to  Servants ;  this  was 
intended  originally  as  anEncouragementtofuch 
as  were  willing  and  handy,  but  by  Cuftom 
and  Corruption  it  is  now  grown  to  be  a 
Thorn  in  our  Sides,  and,  like  other  good 
Things,  abnfed,  does  more  harm  than  good  ; 
for  nov/  they  make  it  a  Perquifite,  a  m.aterial 
Part  of  their  Wages,  nor  muft  their  Mafter 
give  a  Supper,  but  the  Maid  expefts  the 
Guefts  flxouid  pay  for  it,  nay,  fometimes 
through  the  Nofe.  Thus  have  they  fpirited 
People  up  to  this  iinnecelTary  and  burthenfome 
piece  of  Generoiity,  unknown  to  our  Fore- 
Fathers,  who  only  gave  Gifts  to  Servants  at 
Chnprnas-iicjQ^  wliich  Cuftom  is  yet  kept 
up  into  the  Bargain  ^  infomuch,  that  a  Maid 
fliall  have  eight  Pounds  per  Jnmmi^  in  a 
Gentleman's  cr  Merchant's  Family ;  And  if  her 
Mauer  is  a  Man  of  a  free  Spirit,  v/ho  receives 
much  Company,  flie  very  often  doubles  her 
Wages  by  her  •  Vails  ^  thus  having  Meat, 
Drink;,  Wailiing,  and  Lodging  for  her  La- 
bour 
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bour,  fhe  throws  her  whole  Income  upon  her 
Back,  and  by  this  Means  looks  more  like 
the  Miftrefs  of  the  Family,  than  the  Servant- 
Wench. 

And  now  we  have  mentioned  wafliing,  1 
would  ask  fome  good  Houfe.wifely  Gentlewo- 
mant  if  Servanc-Maids  wearing  printed  Lin- 
nens,  Cottons,  and  other  Things  of  that  Na- 
ture, which  require  frequent  wafhing,  do 
not,  byenhauncing  the  article  of  Soap,  add 
more  to  Houfe  keeping,  than  the  Generality  of 
People  would  imagine?  And  yet  thefe  Wench- 
es cry  out  againll  great  Wafhes,  when  their 
own  unnecelTary  Dabs  are  very  often  the  Oc- 
cafion. 

But  the  greateft  Abufe  of  all,  is^  that 
thefe  Creatures  are  become  their  own  Law- 
givers ;  nay,  I  think  they  are  ours  too,  tho' 
No-body  would  imagine  that  fuch  a  Set  of 
Slatterns  fhould  bamboozle  a  whole  Nation: 
Eiut  It  is  neither  better  or  worfe,  they  hire 
themfelves  to  you  by  their  own  Rule. 

That  is,  a  Month's  Wages,  or  a  Month's 
Warning  ;  if  they  don't  like  you  they  will 
go  away  the  next  Day,  help  yourfelf  hovy 
you  can  ;  if  you  don't  like  them,  you  rauffc 
give  them  a  Month's  Wages  to  get  rid  of 
them. 

This  Cuftom  of  Warning,  as  praCtis'd  by 

our  Maid-Servants,    is  now  become  a  greac 

Inconvenience  to  Matters  and  Miftreffes.  You 

C  muft 
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muft  carry  your  Difh  very  upright,  or  Mif?,' 
forfoorh,  gives  you  Warning,  and  you  are  ei- 
ther left  deftitute,  or  to  feek  for  a  Servant  : 
So  thac,  generally  fpeaking,  you  are  feldom 
or  never  fix'd,  but  always  at  the  iv'ercy  of 
every  new  Comer  to  divulge  your  Family  Af- 
fairs^ to  infped  your  private  Life,  and  treafure 
up  the  Sayings  of  yourfelf  and  Friends,  A 
very  great  Confinement,afid  much  complained 
of  in  moll:  Families. 

Thus  fmve  thefe  Wenches  by  their  con- 
tinual Plotting  and  Cabals,  united  themfelves 
into  a  formidable  Body,  and  got  the  whip 
Hand  of  thei"  Betters ;  they  make  their  own 
Terms  with  us ;  and  two  Servants  now,  will 
fcarce  undertake  the  Work  which  one  might 
perform  with  Eafe;  notwithftanding  which, 
they  have  rais'd  rhfrir  Wages  to  a  moft  exorbi- 
tant Fiich  ;  and,  1  doubt  not  (if  there  be  not  a 
Scop  put  to  their  Career;  but  they  will  bring 
Wages  up  to  2c/.  per  Ammm  in  time,  for 
they  are  much  about  half  way  already. 

'lis  by  thefe  Means  they  run  away  with  a 
great  P<^rt  ofour  ^:oney ,  w  hich  might  be  bet- 
ter employed  in  Trade,  and  what  is  worfe,  by 
their  info-ent  Behaviour,  theu'  Pride  in  Drefs, 
and  rheir  exorbitanc  Wages,  they  give  Birth 
to  the  follov.'ing  Inconveniences. 

Fuji,  They  let  an  ill  Example  to  our  Chil- 
dren, our  Apprcxitices,  cur  Covenant-Servants, 
and  other  Dependants,    by   their  fancy  and 

infoknt 
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infolent  Behaviour,  their  pert,  and  fome- 
tlmes  abufive  Anfwers,  their  daring  del^ance 
of  Correftion,  and  many  other  Infolciicies 
which  Youth  are  but  too  apt  to  imitate, 

^dly.  By  their  Extravagance  in  Drefs,  they 
put  our  Wives  and  Daughters  upon  yet  great- 
er Exceffes,  becaufethey  will  (as  indeed  they 
ought)  go  finer  than  the  Maid  :  Thus  the 
Maid  ftriving  to  out-do  the  Mlftre^Sj  the 
Tradefman's  Wife  to  out-do  the  Gentleman's 
Wife,  the  GentlemanS  Wile  em.uiatii.g  the 
Lady,  and  the  Ladies  one  another  :  it  feems 
as  if  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  the  Female  Sex 
were  nothing  but  Excefs  of  Pride,  and  Ex- 
travagance in  Drefs. 

^dly-i  The  great  Height  to  which  Women- 
Servants  have  brought  their  Wages,  makes 
a  Mutiny  among  the  Men  Servants,  and  puts 
them  upon  raifing  their  Wages  too  :  f  o  chat 
in  a  Uttle  time  our  Servant^  will  become  our 
Partners,  nay,  probably,  runaway  with  the 
better  Part  of  our  Profits,  and  make  Servants 
of  us  fpice  I'erfa,     But  yet  with  all  thefe  In^ 
conveniencies,  we  cannot  poflibly  io  without 
thefe  Creatures  ;    let  us   thereiore  ceafe  to 
talk  of  the  Abufes  arifing  from 'cm,  and  be-* 
gin  to  think  of  redrelling  em.     I  do  not  fee 
up  for  a  Law-Giver,  and  therefore  Ihall  lay 
down  no  certain  Rules,  humbly  fubmitiing 
in  all  things  to  the  wifdom  of  our  Legifla- 
ture.     What  I  offer   Ihall  be  under  Corre- 
C  2  dion, 
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£lion,  and  upon  ConjeOiure,  my  utmoft  Arn^ 
bition  being  but  to  give  fome  Hints  ;to_  re» 
medy  this  growing  Evil,  and  leave  the  Pro- 
fecution  to  abler  Hands. 

And  firft  it  would  be  neceflary  to  fettle  and 
limit  their  Wages,  from  forty  and  fifty  Shil- 
lings to  four  and  Pve  Pounds  per  Jwi^  that  is 
to  lay,  according  to  their  Merits  and  Capaci- 
ties :  For  Example,  a  young  unexperienced 
Servant  (houldhave  Forty  Shillings  per  Ann^ 
till  fhe  qualifies  herfelf  for  a  larger  Sum  ;  a 
Servant  who  can  do  all  Houfhold-work,  or, 
as  the  Good-women  term  it,  can  take  her 
v/ork  and  leave  her  work,  fhouid  have  four 
Pounds  per  Ann  and  thofe  who  have  liv'd 
feven  Years  in  one  Service,  (hould  ever  after 
demand  five  Pounds  per  AvMn  For  I  would 
very  fain  have  fome  particular  Encourage- 
ments and  Privileges  given  to  fuch  Servants 
who  fhouid  continue  long  in  a  Place ;  it  v/ould 
incite  a  Defire  x.(^  pleafe,  and  caufe  an  Emu- 
lation very  beneficial  to  the  Publick. 

I  have  heard  of  an  ancient  Charity  in  the 
Panfl]  of  St.  ClemenfS'T>anes^  where  a  Sum 
of  iVioney,  or  Eftate,  is  left,  out  of  the  Inte- 
reft  or  Incomeof  which,  fuch  Maid-Servants, 
who  have  UvM  in  that  FarliTi  feven  Years  in 
one  Service,  receive  a  Reward  of  ten  Pounds 
a  piece,  if  they  pleafe  to' demand  it. 

Tiiis  is  a   noble    Benefaflion,    and  fliews 

the  publick  Spirit  of  the  Donor  •  but  Every- 
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body's  Bufinefs  is  No  body's  ;  nor  have  I 
heard  that  fuch  Reward  has  been  paid  to  any 
Servant  of  late  Yea,rs,  A  thoufand  Pities  a 
Gift  of  that  Nature  fliould  fink  in  Oblivion, 
and  not,  .be  kept  up  as  an  Example  to  incite 
all  Parijiies  to  do  the  like. 

The  Remans  had  a  Law^  call'd  Jus  Tri^ 
um  Liherontm.j  by  .which  every  Man  who 
had  been  Father  of  three  Childrep  had  parti- 
cular Honours  and  l^riyikges.  This  incited 
the  Youtl)  to  quit  a  diffolute  fingle  Life,  and 
become  Fathers  of  Families,  to  the  Suppoi:t 
and  Glory  of  the  Ejnpire. 

I-n  imitation  of  this  moft  excel'lent  Law,  I 
would  hav€  fuch  Servants,  who  lliould  con- 
tinue many  Years  in  one  Service,  meet  with^ 
Angular  Efteem  and  Reward. 

The  Apparel  of  our  Women  -  Servants 
fhould  be  next  regulated,  that  we  may  know 
the  Miftrefs  from  the  iMaid.  I  remember  I. 
was  once  put  very  much  to  the  blufh,  being 
at  a  Friend's  Houfe,  and  by  him  required  iq 
falutethe  Ladies,  I  kifs'd  the  Chamber-Tade 
into  the  bargain,  for  (lie  was  as  well  drefs'd 
as  the  beft.  But  I  was  foon  undeceiv'd  by  a 
general  Titter,-  which  gave  me  the  uimoft 
Confufion  ;  nor  can  I  believe  my  felf  the  0^1 
ly  Perfon  who  has  made  fuch  a  MiftakG. 

Things  of  this  Nature  would  be  eafily  a- 
voided,  if  Servant-Maids  were  tQ.  wear  Li- 
veries, as  our  Footmen  do  ;  or  oblfg'd  to  go 
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in  a  Drefs  fuitable  ro  their  Station;  What 
fliould  ail  them,  but  a  Jacket  and  Petticoat 
of  good  Yard-wide  Scuff,  or  Callimanco, 
might  keep  'em  decent  and  warm. 

Our  Charity-Children  are  d>ilinguifliM  by 
their  Drefs,  why  then  may  not  our  Women- 
Servants?  why  may  they  not  be  made  frugal 
per  Force,  and  not  fufFer'd  to  put  all  on  their 
Backs,  but  oblig'd  to  fave  fomething  againft  a 
rainy  Day  ?  I  am  therefore  entirely  againft 
Servants    wearing    of    Silks,     Laces    and 
other  fupetfluous  Finery  ;  it  fetsthem  above 
themfelves,  and  makes  their  MiftrelTes  con- 
temptible in  their  Eyes.  Ia7n  handfomer  than 
7m  mijirefs^  fays  a  young  prink'd-up  Baggage, 
what  pity  'tis  I  Jhotild  he  her  Ser^vant  -^  I  go 
as  'weU  drefs' d  or   better  than  Jhe.      This 
makes  the  Girl  take  the  firft  Offer  to  be  made 
a  Whore,  and  there  is  a  gr  )d  Servant  fpoiPd  ; 
whereas    were    her    Dreis    fuitable  to    her 
Condition,   it  would    teach  her   Humility, 
and  put  her  in  mind  of  her  Duty. 

Btfides,  the  Fear  of  fpoJing  their  Cloaths 
m.akesV.m  afraid  of  HouHioIdwork  ;  fothat 
in  a  little  time  we  fiiall  have  none  but  Cham- 
ber-maids and  Nurfery-m^ids ;  and  of  this 
let  me  give  one  Irjftance  :  My  Fami'y  is  com- 
pos'd  of  myfelf  and  Silter,  a  Man  and  a  Maid  ; 
and,  being  without  the  laH:,  a  young  Wench 
came  to  hire  herfcif  Th*:  Man  was  gone 
out,  and  my  Siiicr  above  Stairs,  fo  I  opened 
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the  Door  my  felf,  and  this  Perfon  prefented 
herfelf  to  my  View,  drefs'dcompleacly,  more 
like  a  Vifitor  than  a  Servant-Maidj  ITie,  not 
knowing  me,  ask'd  for  my  Sifter :  Pray  Ma- 
dam, faid  I,  be  pieas'd  to  walk  into  the  Par- 
lour, (he  fhall  wait  on  you  prefently»  Ac- 
cordingly, I  handed  Madam  in,  who  took  it 
very  cordially.  After  fome  Apology,  I  left 
her  alone  for  a  Minute  or  two;  while  I  (ftupid 
Wretch!)  ran  up  to  my  Sifter,  and  told  her 
there  was  a  Gentlewoman  below  come  to  vifit 
her.  Dear  Brother,  faid  fhe,  don't  leave  her 
alone,  go  down  and  entertain  her  while  I  drefs 
my  felf.  Accordingly,  down  I  went,  and 
talk'd  of  indifferent  Alfairs ;  mean  while  my 
Sifter  drefsM  herfelf  all  over  again,  not  be- 
ing willing  to  be  feen  in  an  Undrefs.  At 
laft  fhe  came  down  drefs'd  as  clean  as  her 
Vifitor  ;  but  how  great  was  my  Surprize, 
when  I  found  my  fineLady  a  commonServant-. 
Wench. 

My  Sifter,  underftanding  what  fhe  was,  be- 
gan to  enquire  what  Wages  fhe  expefted  ? 
She  modeftly  ask'd  but  Eight  Pounds  a  Year. 
The  next  queftion  was,  what  Work  fhe 
could  do  to  deierve  fuch  Wages  ?  To  which 
fhe  anfwer'd.  She  could  clean  a  Houfe, 
or  drefs  a  common  Family-Dinner.  But 
cannot  you  wafh,  reply'd  my  Sifter,  or  get 
up  Linnen  f   She  anfwer'd  in  the  Negative, 
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and  faid,  She  would  undertake  neither,  noi* 
would  file  go  into  any  Family  that  did  not4)ut 
out  theirLinnen  to  wafli,and  hire  a  Chare-wo- 
man to  fcour.  She  defir'd  to  fee  the  Houfe,  and 
after  having  carefully  furvey'ditjfaid^the Work 
was  too  hard  for  her,  nor  could  fhe  undertake  it. 
This  put  my  Sifter  bevond  all  Patience,  and 
me  into  the  greatell  Admiration.  Young  Wo- 
man, faid  fhe,  you  have  made  a  Miftake,  I 
want  a  Houfe-Maid,  and  you  are  a  Chamber- 
Maid.  No  Madam,  reply'd  fhe,  I  am  not 
Needle- Woman  enough  for  that.  And  yet  you 
ask  Eight  Pounds  a  Year,  reply'd  my  Sifter. 
Yes  Madam,  faid  fhe,  nor  flial}  I  bate  a  Far- 
thing, Then  get  you  gone  foraLazy  impudent 
Baggage,  faid  I,  you  want  to  be  a  Boarder, 
not  a  Servant;  Have  you  a  Fortune,  or 
EftatCj  that  you  drefs  at  that  Rate?  No  Sir,  faid 
fhe,  but  I  hope  I  may  wear  what  I  work  for 
without  Oftence.  What  you  work  for.  Inter- 
rupted my  Sifter,  why  you  don't  feem  willing 
to  undertake  any  Work :  You  will  not  wafh 
or  fcour ;  you  cannot  drefs  a  Dinner  for  Com- 
pany ;  you  are  no  Needle- Woman  ;  and  our 
little  Houfe,  of  two  Rooms  on  a  Floor,  is  too 
much  for  yoli.  For  God's  fake  what  can  you 
do?  Madam,  reply^  fhe  pertly  ;  I  know  my 
Bunnefs  ;  and  don't  fear  a  Service :  there  are 
more  Places  than  Parifli  Churches;  if  you 
wafh  at  Heme,  you  fhculd  have  a  Laundry- 
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JVfaid;  if  you  give  Entertainments,  you  muff 
have  a  Cook-maid ;  if  you  have  any  Nee- 
dle-work, you  fhould  have  a  Chamber-maid; 
and  fuch  a  Houfe  as  this  is  enough  for  a 
Houfe-maid  in  all  confcience. 

I  was  pleas'd  at  the  Wit,  and  aftonifh'd 
at  the  Impudence  of  the  Girl,  fo  difmiG'd 
her  with  Thanks  for  her  InftruQions ;  allu- 
ring her,  that  when  I  kept  four  xMaids,  (he 
fhould  be  Houle-maid  if  flie  pleas'd. 

Were  a  Servant  to  do  my  Bufinefs  with 
Chearfulnefs,  I  fhould  not  grudge  at  five  or 
fix  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  nor  would  I  be  fa 
unchriftian  to  put  more  upon  any  one 
than  they  can  bear :  But  to  pray,  and  pay 
too,  is  the  Devil.  It  is  very  hard,  that  I 
muft  keep  four  Servants  or  none. 

In  great  Families,  indeed,  where  many. 
Servants  are  required,  thofe  Diftinflions  of 
Chamber-maid ,  Houfe-maid ,  Cook  maid , 
Laundry-maid,  Nurfery-maid,  (j'c,  are  re- 
quifite,  to  the  end  that  each  may  take  her 
particular  Bufinefs,  and  many  Hands  may 
make  the  Work  light ;  but  for  a  private 
Gentleman,  of  a  fmall  Fortune,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  keep  fo  many  idle  Jades,  when  one 
might  do  the  Bufinefs,  is  intollerable,  and 
matter  of  great  Grievance. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  Difcourfe  without  a 
gentle  Admonition  and  Reproof  to  fome  of 
my  own  Sex,  I  mean  thofe  Gentlemen  who^ 
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give  themfelves  iinneceffary  Airs,  and  can- 
not go  to  fee  a  Friend,  but  they  rnuft  kifs 
and  flop  the  Maid  ;  and  all  this  is  done 
with  an  Air  of  Gallantry,  and  muft  not  be 
rcfented.  Nay,  fome  Gentlemen  are  fo  filly, 
that  they  iliall  carry  on  an  underhand  Af- 
fair with  their  Frierd's  Servant-maid,  to  their 
own  Difgrace,  and  the  Ruin  of  many  a 
young  Creature.  Nothing  is  more  bafe  and 
ungenerous,  yet  nothing  more  common,  and 
withal  fo  little  taken  notice  of.  T>  - — -  7nej 
Jack^  fays  one  Friend  to  another,  this  Maid 
C'f  joitrs  is  a  pretty  Girl^  you  do  fo  andfo  to 
her  by  G  - —  d.  This  makes  the  Creature 
Perr^  Vain  and  Impudent,  .and  fpoils  many 
a  good  Servant. " 

What  Gentleman  will  defcend  to  this  low 
way  of  Intrigue,  when  he  iliall  confider 
that  he  has  a  Foot-Boy  or  an  Apprentice  for 
his  Riva^,  and  that  he  is  fcldom  or  never  ad' 
mitred,  but  when  they  have  been  hisTaiters  : 
And  the  Fool  of  Fortune,  tho'  he  comes  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  Feaft,  yet  pays  the 
whole  Reckoning  :  And  fo  indeed  would  I 
have  all  fuch  filly  Cullies  ferv'd. 

If  I  muil  have  an  Intrigue,  let  it  be  with 
a  Woman  that  fliall  not  fhame  me.  I  would 
never  go  into  the  Kitchen,  when  the  Parlour- 
i)cor  was  Cjpeii.  •  We  are  forbidden  at  H/g/j- 
gate,  to  kils  the  Maid  when  we  may  kits  die 
ivliiiiefs ;  why  then  vv'Ul  Gentlemen  defcend 
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fo  loWj  by  too  much  Familiarity  with  thefe 
Creatures,  to  bring  themfelves  into  Con- 
tempt.^ 

I  have  been  at  Places,  where  the  Maid  has 
been  fo  dizzied  with  thefe  idle  Compliments, 
that  fhe  has  miftook  one  thing  for  another, 
and  not  regarded  her  Miftrefs  in  the  leaft  ; 
but  put  on  all  the  flirting  Airs  imaginable. 
This  Behaviour  is  no  wiiere  fo  much  com- 
plained of  a«>  in  Taverns,  Coffce-Houfes,  and 
Places  of  publick  Refort,  where  there  are 
handfome  Bar-keepers,  (^c.  Thefe  Creatures 
being  puff'd  up  with  the  fulfjme  Flattery  of 
a  fee  oF  Ftelli-Flics,  which  are  continually 
buzzing  about  'em,  carry  themfelves  with  the 
utmoft  Infolence  imaginable  ;  infomuch,  tlxaj: 
you  mu(t  fpeak  to  them  with  a  great  deal  of 
Deference,  or  you  are  fure  to  be  affronted. 
Being  at  a  Coffee- Houfe  t'other  Day,  whqie 
one  of  thefe  Ladies  kept  the  Bar,  I  fiad  b> 
fpoke  a  Difliof  Rice-Tea;  but  Madam  was 
fo  taken  up  with  her  Sparks,  {he  had 
quite  forgot  it.  I  fpake  for  it  again,  and  with 
lome  Temper,  but  was  anfwer'd  after  a  moil: 
taunting  manner,  not  w^ithout  a  tofs  of  the 
Head,  a  ContraQion  of  the  Noftrils,  and 
other  Impertinencies,  too  many  to  enumerate. 
Seeing  myfeU  thuspublickly  infulted  by  fuch 
an  Animal,  I  could  not  chafe  but  fhew  my 
Reientmcnt :  Woman,  laid  I,  flernly,  I  want 
a  Dilli  oi  Rice-Tea,   and    nut  v»hat    your 
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Canity  and  Impudence  may  imagine;  there-^ 
fore  treat  me  as  a  Gentleman  and  a  Cuftomer^ 
and  ferve  me  with  what  I  call  for  :  Keep 
your  impertinent  Repartees  and  impudent 
Behaviour  for  the  Coxcombs  that  fwarm 
round  your  Bar,  and  make  you  fo  vain  of 
your  blown  Carcafs.  And  indeed  I  believe 
the  Infolence  of  this  Creature  v^ill  ruin  her 
Mafter  at  laft,  by  driving  away  Men  of  So- 
briety and  Bufinefs,  and  making  the  Place  a 
Den  of  Vagabonds  and  Rake-Hells. 

Gentlemen  therefore  ought  to  be  very  cir- 
cumfpe£l  in  their  Behaviour,  and  not  un- 
der^value  themfelves  to  Servant-wenches, 
who  are  but  too  apt  to  treat  a  Gentleman 
ilJ,  whenever  he  puts  himfelf  into  their 
Power. 

Let  me  now  beg  pardon  for  thisDigreffion, 
and  return  to  my  Subjefl:,  by  propofing  feme 
prafticable  Methods  for  regulating  of  Ser- 
vants, which  whether  they  are  followed  or 
not,  yet  if  they  afford  Matter  of  Improve- 
ment and  Speculation,  will  anfwer  the 
Heighth  of  my  Expectation,  and  1  will  be  the 
firft  who  fhall  approve  of  whatever  Improve- 
ments are  made  from  this  fmall  Beginning. 

The  firft  /^bufe  I  would  have  reformed,  is, 
that  Servants  fhould  be  reftrain'd  from  thfow- 
ing  themfelves  out  of  Flace  on  every  idle  Va- 
gary. This  might  be  remedied  were  all  Con- 
trads  between  Mafter  and   Servant   made 
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before  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  other 
proper  Officer,  and  a  Memorandum  thereof 
taken  in  writing,  Nor  fhould  fach  Servant 
leave  his  or  her  Place  (for  Men  and  Maids 
might  come  under  the  fame  Regulation)  till 
the  Time  agreed  on  be  expired,  unlefs  fuch 
Servant  be  mifus'd  or  deny'd  Neceffaries,  or 
fhow  fome  other  reafonable  Caufe  for  their 
Difcharge;  In  that  Cafe  the  Mafter  or  Mi- 
ftrefs  fhould  be  reprimanded,  or  fin'd.  But  if 
Servants  misbehave  themfelves,  or  leave  their 
Places,  not  being  regularly  difcharg'd,  they 
ought  to  be  amerc'd  or  punifh^.  But  all 
thofe  idle  ridiculous  Cuftoms  and  Laws  of 
their  own  making,  as  a  Month's  Wages 
or  a  Month's  Warning,  and  fuch  like,  fhould 
be  entirely  fet  afide  and  abolifli'd. 

When  a  Servant  has  lervM  the  limited  time 
duly  and  faithfully,  they  fhould  be  entitul'd 
to  a  Certificate,  as  is  praQis'd  at  prefent  in 
the  Wool-Combing  Trade  ;  Nor  fhcuM  any 
Perfoii  hire  a  Servant  without  a  Certificacc, 
or  other  proper  Security.  A  Servant  without 
a  Certificate  fhould  be  deem'd  a  Vagrant  : 
And  a  Mailer  or  Miftrefs  ought  to  affign  very 
good  Reafons  indeed  when  they  objeCt  againil 
giving  a  Servant  his  or  her  Certificate. 

And  tho',  to  avoid  Prolixity,  I  have  not 
mentioned  Footmen  particularly  in  the  lore- 
going  Difcourfe  ;  yet  the  Complaints  alledg'd 
againu  the  Maids  are  as  well  mafculine  as 
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feminine,  and  very  applicable  to  our  Gentle- 
men's Gentlemen,  I  would  therefore  have  'em 
under  the  very  fame  Regulations ;  and  as 
they  are  Fellow-Servants,  would  not  make 
Fifh  of  one,  and  Flefh  of  the  other,  fince 
daily  Experience  teaches  us,   that 
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The  next  great  Abufe  among  us,  is,  that 
under  the  Notion  of  clea-ning  our  Shoes,  a- 
bove  tea  thoufand  wicked,  idle,  pilfering 
Vagrants  are  permitted  to  patrol  about  our 
City  and  Suburbs.  Thefe  are  caO'd  the 
^Iacy~Guard^  who  black  your  Honour's 
Shoes,  and  incorporate  themfeives  under  the 
Ti^Ie  of  the  Worfbipjiil  Company  of  Jap- 
panners.  '         "^*  '*''"•■' 

Were  this  all,  there  were  no  hurt  in  it, 
and  the  whole  might  terminate  in  a  Jeft ;  but 
the  mifchief  ends  not  here,-  they  corrupt  our 
Youth-,  efpecially  our  Men-Servants ;  Oaths 
and  Impudence  are  their  only  Flowers  of 
Rhetorick  ;  Gaming  and  Thieving  are  the 
principal  Parts  of  their  ProfciTion,Jappan- 
ning  bui  the  Pretence.  For  example,  a  Gen- 
tleman keeps  a  Servant,  who  among  other 
things  is  to  clean  his  Mafter's  hoes  ;  but  our 
Gcnil'^men's  Gentlemen  are  above  it  now 
a-daySj    and  your  Man'^s  Man  periorirss  the 
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Office ;  for  which  Piece  of  Service  you  pay 
double  and  treble,  efpecialiy  if  you  keep  a 
Table,  nay  you  are  well  off'  if  the  Jappanner 
has  no  more  than  his  own  Diet  from  it. 

I  have  often  obferv^d  thefe  Rafcals  fneak- 
ing  from  Gentlemen's  Doors  with  Wallets, 
or  Hats,  full  of  good  Victuals,  which  they 
either  carry  to  their  TruHs,  or  fell  for  a 
Trifle-  By  this  means  our  Butcher's,  our 
Baker's,  our  Poulterer's  and  Cheefemonger's 
Bills  are  monftroufly  exaggerated  ;  not  to 
mention  Candles  juft  lighted,  which  Ml  for 
five  Pence  a  Pound  ;  and  many  other  Perqui- 
fites  beft  known  to  themfelves,  and  the  pil. 
fering  Villains  their  Confederates. 

Add  to  this,  that  their  continual  Gaming 
fets  Servants  upon  their  wits  to  fupply  this 
Extravagance,  tho'  at  the  fame  time  the 
Mafter's  Pocket  pays  for  it;  and  the  tin?e 
which  fhould  be  fpent  in  a  Gentleman's  Ser- 
vice is  loiter'd  away  among  thefe  Rake-hells ; 
infomuch  that  half  our  JVJejQTages  are  ineiFe- 
flual,  the  Time  intended  being  ofcen  ex- 
pired before  the  MelTage  is  deliver'^d. 

How  many  and  frequent  Robberies  are 
committed  by  thefe  Jappanners  ?  And  to 
how  many  mere  are  they  Confederates  ?  Sil- 
ver Spoons,  Spurs,  and  other  feall  Pieces  of 
Plate,  are  every  Day  miffing,  and  very  often 
found  upon  thefe  fort  of  Gentlemen  ;  yet  are 
they  permitted,  to  the  fhame  of  all  our  good 
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Laws,  and  the  Scandal  of  our  moftexcellenf 
Government,  to  lurk  about  our  Streets,  to 
debauch  our  Servants  and  Apprentices,  and 
fupport  an  infinite  number  of  fcandalous, 
fhamelefs  Trulls,  yet  more  wicked  than 
themfelves  ;  for  not  a  Jack  among  'em  but 
mult  hat'e  his  GilL 

By  whom  fuch  Indecencies  are  daily  acted 
even  in  our  open  Streets,  as  are  very  offenfive 
to  the  Eyes  and  Ears  of  all  fober  Perfons,  and 
even  abominable  in  a  Chriftian  Country, 

In  any  Riot,  or  other  Difturbance,  thefe 
Sparks  are  always  the  foremoft ;  for  moft  a- 
mong  them  can  turn  their  Hands  to  picking 
of  Pockets,  to  run  away  with  Goods  from  a 
Fire,  or  other  publick  Confufion,  to  fnatch 
any  thing  from  a  Woman  or  Child,  toftripa 
Houfe  when  the  Door  is  open,  or  any  other 
Branch  of  a  Thief's  Profeflion. 

In  fhort,  it  is  a  Nurfery  for  Thieves  and 
Villains;  modeft  Women  are  every  Day  in- 
fulted  by  them  and  their  Strumpets ;  and  fuch 
Children  who  run  about  the  Streets,  or  thofe 
Servants  who  go  on  Errands,  do  but  too  fre- 
quently bring  home  fome  Scraps  of  their 
beaftly  profane  Wit  ;  infomuch,  that  the 
Converfation  of  our  lower  Rank  of  People 
runs  only  upon  Bawdy  and  Blafphemy,  not- 
withftanding  our  Societies  for  Reformation, 
and  our  Laws  in  force  againft  Profanenefs :  For 
this  lazy  Life  gets  them  many  Profelites,  their 
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Numbers  daily  increafing  from  run-away  Ap- 
prentices and  Foot-Boys  ;  infomuch  that  it 
is  a  very  hard  matter  for  a  Gentleman  to  get 
him  a  Servant,  or  for  a  Tradefman  to  find  an 
Apprentice. 

Innumerable  other  Mifchiefs  accrue,  and 
others  vAW  fpring  up  from  this  Race  of  Cat* 
ter pillars,  who  muft  be  fvvept  from  out  our 
Streets,  or  we  fhall  be  over-run  with  all 
manner  of  Wickednefs. 

But  the  SubjeQ:  is  fo  low,  it  becomes 
difagreeable  even  to  my  felf,  give  me  leave: 
therefore  to  propofea  way  to  clear  the  Streets; 
of  thefe  Vermin,  and  to  fubftitute  as  many 
honeft  induftrious  Perfons  in  their  flead,  whd 
are  now  ftarving  for  want  of  bread,  while 
thefe  execrable  Villains  live  ("though  m  Rags 
and  Naftinefs,  yet)  in  Plenty  and  Luxury. 

I  therefore  humbly  propofe,  that  thefe  Va* 
gabonds  be  put  immediately  under  the  Com- 
mand and  Infpeftion  of  fuch  Task- matters 
as  the  Government  fhall  appoint,  and  that 
they  be  employed,  punifh'd,  or  rewarded 
according  to  their  Capacities  and  Demerits, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Induftrious  and  Docible  to 
WooUCombing  and  other  Parts  of  the 
woollen  Manufafture,  where  Hands  are 
wanted  ;  as  alfo  to  Husbandry  and  othet 
Parts  of  Agriculture. 

For  it  is  evident,  that  there^  are  fcarce 
Hands  enow  in  the  Country  to  carry  oil 

E  either 
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either  of  thefe  Affairs.     Now  thefe  Vaga- 
bonds might  not  only  by  this  means  be  kept 
out  of  Harm's  way,  but  be  rendered  fer- 
viceable  to  t!ie   Nation.     Nor  is  there  any 
need  of  tranfporting  'em  beyond  Seas,  for  if 
any  are  refra£lory,   they   fhould  be  fen t  to 
our   Stannaries   and   other  Mines,     to  our 
Coal-works   and  other  Places,  where  hard 
Labour  is  required.     And  here   I  muft  offer 
one  thing,  never  yet  thought  of,  or  propo- 
fed  by  any,  and  that  is,  the  keeping  in  due 
Repair     the    Navigation      of    the     River 
Tkamesj  fo  ufeful  to  our  Trade  in  general  : 
And  yet  of  late  Years  fuch  vaft  Hills  of  Sand 
^are  gathered  together  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
River,  as  are  very  prejudicial  to  its  Naviga- 
tion.    One  of  which  is  nt2.v  London-2iridgej 
another  near  Whitc-Hall^  a  third  near  Jiat- 
terfea^  and  a   fourth  near  Fulham,     Thefe 
are  of  very  great  Hindrance  to  the  Naviga- 
tion :    And   mdeed  the  Removal   of   them^ 
ought  to  be  a  NationalConcern,  which  I  hum- 
bly propofe  may  be  thus  effeded. 
.  'The  rebellious  Part  of  thefe  Vagabonds, 
as  alfo  other  Thieves  and  Offenders,  ILould 
Jbe  form'd  into  Bodies  under  the  Command  of 
ptoper  OiBcers,  and  under   the  Guard   and 
xlwe  of  our  Soldiery.      Ihefe  fhould  every 
Day  at  Low- water  carry  away  thefe  Sand. 
Hills,  and  remove  every  other  Obftrudion  to 
the  Navigation  of  this  moft  excellent  and 
ufeful  River. 

It 


l  3«  ] 

It  may  be  objeGed,  that  the  Ballaft-men 
might  do  this  ;  that  as  fafl:  as  the  Hills  arc 
taken  away    they    woulJ   gather    together 
again  ;  or,  that  the  Watermen  might  do  it. 
To    the   firft  I  anfwer,    that  Ballad:  men, 
inftead   of  taking   from   thefe  Hills,    make 
Holes  in  other  Places  of  the  River,  which 
is  the  Reafon   fo  many  young  Perfons  are:, 
drown'd  when  fwimming  or  bathing  in  the' 
River.      Befides  it    is  a     Work   for    many 
Hands,  and  of  long  Continuance  ;    fo  that 
Ba!laft-men  do  more  harm  than  good   The  fe- 
cond  Objeftion  is  as  filly,  as  ir  I  should  never 
wafh  my  felf,  becaufe  Ifliall  be  dirty  again, 
and  I  think  neeeds  no  other  Anfuer      And 
as  to  the  third   Objeftion,  the  Watermen 
are   not  fo  publickTpirited,  they  live  only 
from  band  to  mouth,  tho'  not  one  of  'em 
but  finds  the  Inconvenience  of  thefe  Hills 
every  day,  being  obligM  to  go  a  great  way 
round  about  for  fear  of  running  a-ground  : 
Infomuch  that  in  a  few  Years  the  Na vitia- 
tion of  that   Part  of  the  River  will  be  in- 
tirely  obftru6led.     Neverchelefs,    every  one 
of  thefe  Gentlemen-watermen  hopes  it  m  ill 
laft  his  Time,  and  fo  they  all  cry,  T'heT>e- 
ml  take    the  Hiiidmoji  :    But  yet  I  jUvige 
it  highly    neceffciry,    that   this    be   m.^de  a 
National  Concern,    like  T)agenham  "Breach^ 
and  that   thefe  Hills  be  rtmov'd   by   fome 
Means  or  other. 

E  2  And 
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And  now  I  have  mentioned  Watermen, 
give  me  leave  to  complain  of  the  Iniblencies 
and  Exaftions  they  daily  commit  on  the  Ri- 
vtr-ThameSj  and  in  particular  this  one  In- 
ftance  wkich  cries  aloud  for  Juftice. 

A  young  Lady  of  DiftinQion,  in  Compa- 
ny with  her  Brother,  a  little  Youth,  took  a 
Pair  of  Oars  at  or  near  the  Temple  en  yjpr// 
Day  laft,  and  ordered  the  Men  to  carry  them 
to  Tepper^JlIey^^tairs.  One  of  the  Fellows 
(accoidmg  to  their  ufual  Impertinence)  ask'd 
the  Lady  where  fce  was  going?  (lie  an- 
fwer'd,  Near  ^t.  Olave'j  Church.  Upon 
which  he  faid,  fhe  had  better  go  through 
Bridge.  The  Lady  reply'd,  fhe  had  never 
gone  through  Bridge  in  her  Life,  nor  would 
fhe  venture  for  an  hundred  Guineas ;  fo  com- 
manded him  once  more  to  land  her  at  Tep^ 
fer-Jlley ^Stairs.  Notwithftanding  which, 
in  fpite  of  her  Fears,  Threats  and  Com- 
mands ;  nay,  in  fpiie  of  the  Ferfuafion  of 
his  Fellow,  he  forc'd  her  through  London-^ 
SriJ^e^  which  frighten'd  her  beyond  Ex- 
preflion  :  And,  to  mend  the  matter,  he 
oblig'd  her  to  pay  double  Fare,  and  mobbM 
her  into  the  Bargain. 

To  refent  which  Abufe,  Application  was 
made  to  the  Hall,  the  Fellow  fummon'd, 
snd  the  Lady  order'd  to  attend,  which  fhe 
did,  waiting  there  all  the  Morning,  and  was 
appointed  to  cali  again    in  (he   Afternoon, 
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She  came  accordingly,  they  rcld  her  the 
Fellow  had  been  there,  but  was  gone,  and 
that  fhe  muft  attend  another  Friday^  She 
attended  again  and  again,  but  to  the  fame 
Purpofe.  Nor  have  they  yet  produced  the 
Man,  bur  tir'd  out  the  Lady,  who  has  fpent 
above  ten  Shillings  in  Coach-Hire,  been 
abus*d,  and  baffled  into  the  bargain. 

It  is  pity  therefore,  there  are  not  Com- 
miflioners  for  Watermen,  as  there  are  for 
Hackney-Coachmen  ;  or  that  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  might  not  inflift  bodily  Penalties  on 
Watermen  thus  offending.  But  while  Wa. 
termen  are  Watermen's  Judges,  I  fhall  laugh 
at  thofe  who  carry  their  Complaints  to  the 
Hall. 

The  ufual  Plea  in  behalf  of  abufivc 
Watermen  is,  that  that  they  are  drunk,  igr 
norant  or  poor;  but  that  will  that  fatisfy 
the  Party  aggriev'd,  or  deter  the  Offender 
from  re-offending?  Whereas  were  t4ie  Off 
fenders  fcnt  to  the  Houfe  of  Corredion,  and 
there  punifh'd,  or  fentenc'd  to  work  at  the 
Sand- Hills  afore-mention'd  for  a  time,  fuita* 
ble  to  the  Nature  of  their  the  Crimes, 
Terror  or  fuch  Punifhments  would  make 
them  fearful  of  offending,  to  the  great  Quiet 
of  the  Subjeft, 

Now  it  may  be  ask'd,  How  fhall  we  have 
Qur  Shoes  clean'd,  or  how  are  thefe  induftri^ 
pijs  Poor  to  be  maintained  ?  To  this  I  an- 
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fwer,  that  the  Places  of  thefc  Vagabonds 
may  be  very  well  fupplyM  by  great  Num- 
bers ot  antient  Perfons,  poor  Widows,  and 
others,  who  have  not  enough  from  their  re- 
fpeftive  Parifhes  to  maintain  them.  Thefe 
poor  People  I  would  have  authorized  and 
ftaciond  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or 
other  Magiftraies.  Each  of  thefc  fhould 
have  a  particular  Walk  or  Stand,  and  no 
other  Shoe  Cleaner  fhould  come  into  that 
Walk,  unlefs  the  Perfon  misbehave  and  be 
removed.  Nor  fhould  any  Perfon  clean  Shoes 
in  the  streets,  but  thefe  authonz'd  Shoe- 
Cleaners,  who  fhould  have  fome  Mark  of 
Diftindion,  and  be  under  the  immediate 
Government  of  the  JuRices  ot  the  Peace. 

Thus  would  many  Thoufands  of  poor 
People  be  provided  for,  without  burthening 
their  Parifhes.  Some  of  thefe  may  earn  a 
Shilling  or  two  in  a  Day,  and  none  Icfs 
than  fix  Pence,  or  thereabouts.  And  left 
the  old  Japanners  fhould  appear  again,  in 
the  Shape  of  Link-Boys,  and  knock  down 
Gentlemen  in  Drink,  or  lead  others  out  of 
the  way  into  daik  remote  Places,  where 
they  either  put  out  their  Lights  and  rob 
'em  themfelves,  or  run  away  and  leave  'em 
to  be  pillaged  by  orhtrs,  as  is  daily  pi'aftis'd^ 
I  wou.d  have  no  Peribn  carry  a  Link  for 
Hire  but  lome  of  thefe  indulirious  Poor,  and 
even  fujh  not  wiuiout  lome  Ticket  or  Badge, 

to 
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to  let  People  know  whom  they  truft.  Thus 
would  the  Streets  be  cleared  Mght  and  Day 
of  thefe  Vermin  ;  nor  would  Oaths,  Skir- 
mifhes,  Blafphemy,  obfcene  Talk,  or  other 
wicked  Examples  be  fopublickand  frequent. 
All  gaming  at  Orange  and  Gingerbread  Bar- 
rows fhould  be  abolifh'd,  as  alfo  all  Penny 
and  half  Penny  Lotteries,  Thimbles  and 
Balls,  (jc.  fo  frequent  in  Mmrfeldsy  Liih 
colnS'Imi'Fields^  &c.  where  idle  Fellows  re- 
fort,  to  play  with  Children  and  Apprenti- 
ces, and  tempt  them  to  fteal  their  Parents  or 
Mafter's  Money, 

There  is  one  admirable  Cuftom  in  the  ^ 
City  of  London^  which  I  could  wifh  were  t 
imitated  in  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Weft-  ^ 
minfter^  and  Bills  of  Mortality,  which  is, 
no  Porter  can  carry  a  Burden,  or  Letter,  ii^ 
the  City,  unlefs  he  be  a  Ticket-Porter ; 
whereas  out  of  the  Freedom-part  o\  London^ 
any  Perfon  may  take  a  Knot,  and  turn  Porter, 
till  he  be  intrulled  with  fomethingof  Value, 
and  then  you  never  hear  of  him  more.  This 
is  very  common,  and  ought  to  be  amended.  I 
would  therefore  have  all  Porters  under  fome 
fuch  Regulation  as  Coachmen,  Chairmen, 
Carmen,  (^c.  a  Man  may  then  know  whom 
he  intrufts,  and  not  run  the  rifque  of  lofing 
hisGojds,  (5^  Nay,  I  would  not  have  a  Per- 
fon carry  a  Basket  in  the  Markets,  who  is 
not  fubjeft  to  fome  fuch  Regulation;    for 

very 
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very  many  Perfons  oftentimes  lofe  their  Din" 
ners,  in  fending  their  Meat  home  by  Per- 
fons they  know  nothing  of. 

Thus  would  all  our  Poor  be  ftation'd,  and 
a  Man  or  Woman,  able  to  perform  any  of 
thefe  Offices,  muft  either  comply  or  be  term'd 
an  idle  Vagrant,  and  fent  to  a  Place  where 
they  {hall  be  forcM  to  work.  By  this  means 
Induftry  will  be  incourag'd,  Idlenefs  pu- 
nifhM,  and  we  fhall  be  fam'd,  as  well  as 
tiappy,  for  our  Tranquility  and  Decorum, 
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Enjery  Man  mind  his  Own  B  u  s  i  n  e  s  s^ 

0  R 

Private  Piques  no  Puhlick  Precedents : 

BEING     AN 

ANSWER 

To  a  late 

Scurrilous  Pamphlet, 

intitul'd 

Every-Body's  Business 

1  s 

No-Body's  Bufinefs. 

Written  by  an  old,  peevifli,  trading  J  — ce, 
whofe  falfe  Realbning  is  here  expos 'd,  the 
C  R  If  E  I,  T  Y  of  Mafters  and  MiftrcHes  ex- 
emplify'd,  and  the  Hardships  of  Ser- 
vitude fet  in  a  clear  Light. 

I    N     A 

Letter  to  A—  M—,  E% 

By  Catherine  Comb- Brush, 
Lady's  Woman. 

Hahet  ^^  mufca  fplene7n. 


L   0   N  T^    0    aY 

"Printed  ^    aiid  fold  by   the    Bookfellers  of 
London  and  Wcflminfter^  1725, 


E^ery  Man  mind  his  Own  Business, 
O    R 

Private  Piques  no  puhlick  Precede^its. 


S  I  Ry 

j^^^^^g  Nderftanding,    by  your  late 
l^^^l^   Writings^    that  your  Wor- 
SlHS    fl^ip    is    miferably    afflided 
S^^B    with  the  dry  Gripes,   1  do 
my  ielr  the  honour  to  fend 
my  Epiftle  of  Condolance  for  your  dou- 
ble Lofsy  vi%.  ot  vour  Senies  and  of  your 
Health. 

For  (Iirely  no  Man  in  his  Senfes  would 
have  expos'd  himfelf  as  you  have  done, 
and  any  Man  in  Health  would  have  found 
barter  Employment :  But  Old  Men  an 
t-ivice  Children  \  and  if  you  arc  thus  bright 
at  your  firft  entrance  into  Dotage,  what 
A   z  .    vviii 
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will  you  be  by  that  time  you  come  to  your 
Teens  ?  You  will  certainly  then  do  all 
under  you,  and  be  as  witty  at  one  end  as 
t  other. 

Your  dear  deceased  Lady,  Heaven  reft 
her  Soul,  was  as  good  a  Woman  as  any 
one  would  defire  to  ftick  a  Knife  into  j 
and  no  doubt  but  flie  has  left  your  Wor- 
fliip  a  double  Portion  of  her  Spirit,  which 
you  moft  generoufly  diftribute  among  us 
poor  Servants  ^  witnels  your  late  Blimder- 
ful  Effaj,  which  makes  no  fmall  Noife 
in  the  world. 

But  why  iliould  I  queftion  your  Gene- 
rofity,  when  all  the  world  knows,  that 
when  you  give  a  Dilli  of  Meat,  you  give 
Difli  and  all  5  nay,  your  Humanity  ex- 
tends fo  far,  that  you  are  ever  cautious 
left  any  lliould  choak  themfelves  at  the 
Table  :  A  Noblenefs  of  Soul  inherent  to 
you  from  your  worfnipful  Anceftor,  and 
which  I  hope  to  fee  defcend  to  your  po- 
lite Son  and  Heir  T-—  •  M ,  alias  Ted^ 

dy  Mooncalf y  Efq;  in  whom  all  the  Grace 
and  Addrefs  of  old  Bullock^  the  Come- 
dian^ ihine  (o  reJpiendently  conlpicuous. 

Were 


Were  I  infpirVl  with  that  Acrimony 
which  ever  attends  your  Meditaticns^  my 
Style  might  be  florid  and  fluid  as  your 
VVorihip's,  or  had  1  an  Aflillant  of  equal 
Merit  and  Parts  with  Mr.  Timothy  Mitti- 
mus^  your  Worlliip  s  Clerk,  alias  Partner 
in  Trade,  what  might  not  be  expedecl 
from  me  ?  But  alas  I  am  a  weak  Woman  1 
My  Learning  extends  no  fircher  than 
Playsy  Nouels  and  Romances  ;  and  I  am 
oblig'd  to  my  Lord's  Chaplain  for  that 
very  Scrap  of  LaWi  which  adorns  my  Ti- 
tle-Page. 

Two  Heads  are  hetter  than  one^  or  njjhy 
did  the  Man  tah  his  Voz  to  Aiarket  ? 
This  is  verified  by  the  great  Ailiftance 
your  Worfhip  receives  from  the  very 
learn'd  Mr.  Mittimus  aforefaidj  fo  that 
thus  united  you  drive  all  before  you,  and 
there  is  no  withflianding  you.  -  But  I  beg 
your  Worlliip's  pardon  for  blending  you 
thus  together,  there  ought  to  be  fome 
Difference  between  a  Becrgar  and  his  Dog, 
a  Bailiff  and  his  Follower,  a  JiiPcice  and 
his  clerk,  ^c.  But  youarefomfeperable, 
there  is  no  difincorporating  you,  and  your 

Souls 
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Souls  fo  tally,  'tis  pity  they  fnouid  actuate 
two  different  CarcafFes. 

There  is  indeed  a  third  Perfon  in  Trade, 
who  comes  in  for  a  2;ood  iliare  of  the  Pro- 
fitS;,  namely,  Mr.  Gobble  Oath  your  inform- 
iri'y  Conftable :  but  I  wonder  he  is  not 
acknowledged  a  Partner,  for  were  I  to 
fend  you  a  Job,  I  fnouid  be  apt  lo  con- 
"fign  it  to  A—-  M" — ,  Efq^and  Com- 
pany :  But  the  Noifrums  of  your  Occu- 
pation are  unfathomable  to  common  Un- 
derfrandino-s. 

If  I  cannot  exceed  your  Worfliip  in 
ftrength  of  Style,  I  am  refolv'd  lo  out- 
do you  m  the  choice  of  my  Subject  : 
And  as  there  is  but  one  Degrree  in  Na- 
rure  lower  than  that  which  you  have  tak- 
en, even  that  very  Degree  (liall  be  my 
Option,  by  making  your  Worfiw  my 
Subjcft, 

As  your  Irbrjhip  is  the  Prince  of  Cot- 
queans,  you  ihould  be  honour'd  widi  a 
Diiliclout  of  an  uncommon  Magnitude, 
not  danp-hn<^  only  but  even  drawling- 
after  you.  This  would  incite  our  Youth, 
eipecially  Servants,  to, attend  you  every- 
where 
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ivhere  with  loud  Acclamations,  nor  woukl 
/ou  ever  pa(s  the  Streets  without  a  Mob 
IS  well  as  a  Diiliclout  at  your  A— e. 

Had  I  ten  thoufand  Toncrues  thev'ci 
3e  too  tew  to  enumerate  your  many  glo- 
rious Adions  5  nor  can  any  but  fuch  an 
Hiftoriographer  as  P — -y,  or  fuch  a  Poet 
as  JVilL  Ellis,  be  ever  able  to  write  your 
Hiftory,  or  fing  your  Praites. 

Yourprefent  Greatnefs  was  prefa^^'d  in 
your  very  Infancy,  by  the  great  Qiiaari- 
ties  of  Snot  and  Snivel  which  continual- 
ly diftill'd  from  your  Noilnls ;  for  af?2of' 
ty  Child  akduays  makes  a  ^usife  Mariy  and 
of  this  your  writings  are  moft  notorious 
Inflances. 

In  your  Whelp-age,  when  it  was  other- 
wife  with  you  than  at  prefenr,  that  is  to 
fay,  when  you  were  neither  Do^r  nor. 
Puppy,  but  between  both ;  (pardon  the 
Figure)  but  it  alludes  to  your  Hobby  de- 
Hoyfliip,  and  I  think  is  more  elegant  and 
applicable.  Then,  I  fiy,  was  your  Gal- 
lantry moil:  flagrant,  when  you  treated 
your  Miftrefs  with  a  Pint  of  Sack,  drank 
it  all  yourfeif,  and  then  borrowed  Money 

of 
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of  her  to  pay  the  Reckoning  :  S-—  0— - 
for  that. 

Ohy  what  charming  Memoirs  could 

Mrs.  E- —  H d  form  from  that  part 

of  your  Life  1  How  diverting  1  How 
new  and  furprizing  !  what  pity  the  Parti-i 
rulars  are  not  handed  down  to  Poilerity  1 
what  pity  your  innate  Modefty  declines  to 
difcover  thofe  Adventures^,  which^  being 
tranficled  in  Cellars  and  other  obfcure 
places^  have  elcap'd  the  publick  Eye,  and 
lie  latent  only  in  your  IVorJJoifs  Breaft  ! 

What  a  pretty  Novel  might  be  forni'd 
from  your  Aftair  v/ith  Fmmy  Frying-Pa??^ 
the  Frirter-woman  s  Daughter,  who  ruin'd 
her  Mother  to  fitten  her  Lover.  How 
would  the  Ladies  extol  your  Liberality  to 
Nminy  J"—,  who  lay -in  at  a  publick 
Houfe  at  Ijlifigtony  in  the  greateft  Splendor, 
njix,  at  the  Pariili-Charg;e.  And  how 
exemplary  was  your  Love  to  that  charm- 
ing Creature,  when  you  facrific'd  your 
very  Bail  to  fupport  her  Grandeur. 

Were  Hiftory  to  defcribe  you  in  your 
Pradice  of  the  Law,  ilie  muft  paint  In- 
duftry  itfelf  5    for  in   that   Station   you 

were 
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were,  the  Prince  of  Pectyfoggers^  the  Idol 
of  BaiUffs  and  Minters  5  Jio  Querk  or 
Evafion  but  you  were  Mailer  of  ity  and 
were  efteenVd  the  very  Oracle  of  that 
Rank  of  Gentry. 

In  your  pre(ei,it  Calling  you  appear 
particular  to  a  degree  ,  and  no  wonder 
you  eat  as  much  as  three  or  four  Bro- 
ther Juftices  at  a  Seilions^  when  you  dif- 
patch  as  much  Buunefi  as  half  a  hundred 
of  them,  your  Houie  being  a  continual 
Fair  :  And  as  Vroltur  Ingenb  is  the  P!aj- 
HoMfebAottOy  Bat!  or  Jai!  is  your  Wor- 
fliip's. 

But,  Irony  apart,  let  us  come  to  th^ 
purpofe,  trace  your  Efaj!  from  its  very 
Origin,  and  diicover  the  firfl  Caufe  of 
your  Author fhipy  we  fiiall  then  fee  a  pee- 
villi, .  fumbhng,  fretful,  old  Wretch^ 
foamino;  with  Rag;e  at  his  Maid  Kate,  be- 
caufe  the  poor  Girl  had  let  two  Ounces 
of  his  Worfliip's  Butter  run  to  Oil.  In- 
(pir'd  with  this  Provocation,  lie  calls  for 
Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  (ends  for  Mrs. 
Spy- fault  the  old  Mifchief  Maker,  con- 
ftitutes  her  his  Mu(e,  or  rather  his  Ora- 

B  cle. 
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cle,  and  from  her  incoherent  Gabble  ga- 
thers together  a  whole  heap  of  Rubbilh, 
with  which  he  fouls  at  leaft  half  a  Quire 
of  Paper.      This  done,    Mr.  Mittimus^ 
who  is  the  only  Perfon  can  read  his  Wor- 
fnip's  My  flic  Symbols^  alias  his  Hand- wri- 
ting, is  fet  to  tranfcribe,  methodize,  a- 
mend,    and   (pell    aright,    the   aforefaid 
chaos  of  Slander  and  Nonfenfe.     Now 
groans  the  Prefs,  now  Servants  tremble, 
and  lo  !  a  Pamphlet  appears  1    Hawkers 
din  your  Ears  wath  Enjery  Bodys  Bufinefs 
is  no  Bodys  Bufmefsy  and  Andrenx)  More- 
tons  Six-penny  Cut  rivals  V /  de  F--s 

Great  Laiv  of  Subordination, 

Oh  haplefs  Kate  I  Oh  curfed  Butter  ! 
What  Mifchief  shave  you  brought  on  the 
whole  Community  of  Servants  1  Mr. 
Moretons  Effay  is  read  in  every  Floufe,  his 
Dodrines  like  Weeds  ipread  all  abroad, 
and  every  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  copy  this 
great  Original.  Had  hisWoriliip's^/^^^^ 
Maid  Jenny  done  this,  not  a  word  had  been 
made  of  it  5  flie  was  a  Favourite  indeed  ! 
llie  could  put  on  his  Worfliip's  Trtfs^  com- 
fort and  diddle  him  when  he  has  been  af- 

Aided 
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Aided  with  the  Whiffles^  and  (\o  a  thou- 
fand  little  Offices  to  win  her  Mailer's 
Hearty  witnefs  theC/^i/iV^r^^fo^.  ,  Had 
flie^  I  fay,  melted  a  whole  Pound,  it  had 
been  paft  over,  and  forgot  ;  but  there 
is  an  old  Grudge  againft  poor  Kate  for 
refufing  his  V/orfnip's  Favours,  and  flie 
muil:  fill  a  Viclim  to  his  Rage. 

Poor  mean  ipinted  Wretch  I  could  no- 
thing but  Servant  Maids  employ  your 
Pen  ?  Muft  all  fufFer  for  the  Mifcarriage 
of  one  ?  Oh^  but  your  Worftn^  does  it 
out  of  fincere  Good-will  for  the  publick 
Welfare  •  fo  fay  you  5  but  Catherine  Com-^ 
Irufh  affirms,  it,  is  done  out  of  mature  Ill- 
will,  and  private  Refentment. 

The  Allegations  you  bring  againft  us 
poor  Servants  may  be  reduced  to  thefc. 
three  Heads : 

Our  Wa  g  e  s. 
Our  Dress, 
Our  B  E  H  A  V  I  o  u  Rj, 

B  1,  Our 
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Our  Wages  your  WorJJjh  thinks  cxor- 
bitanr^ 

Our  Drefs  extravagant^  and 
Our  Behaviour  infolent. 

Now  give  me  leave  to  take  fome  few 
neceffary  Qtiotaricns  from  your  Book^ 
and  if  I  do  not  prove  that 

Our  JVazes  are  but  moderate^ 

Our  Dnfs  but  decent,  and 

Our  Behautour  not  to  be  complain 'd 
of, 

^^1  v/ill  fubfcribc  myfelf  as  great  a  Fool  as 
your  Worfljip  is  a  Lyar  :  And  fo  have  at 
you,  old  Bkd-Over.     You  fay, 

IVornen-Serz'arns  are  no^co  fo  Jharce^  that 
from  thirty  avd  forty  ShtUhigs  a  Tear^  the'tf 
f/Fages  are  increased  of  late  to  fix,  fe^ven, 
and  ei^ot  Pounds  per  Annum,  avd  up^wards-^ 
infomtich  that  a^i  ordinary  Tradefnan  ca^^mot 
njjell  keep  onej   lt:t  his  Wfe,  iiho  niigJ^t  he 

ufefiil 
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ufefiil  in  his  Shop  or  Bitfmefs^  nmjl  do  the 
Drudgery  of  HoufboJd  Affairs. 

I  allow  that  Servants  formerly  had  but 
thirty  and  forty  Shillings  a  Year,  bur  Mo- 
ney was  not  (o  plenty  then  as  at  prcfent ; 
forty  Shillings  in  thofc  Days  was  more 
than  five  Pound  now,  when  every  thing 
is  at  double,  nay  treble  the  Value.  We 
are  told,  that  in  Days  of  Yore,  L  abourers 
work'd  for  a  Peimy  a  Day ;  but  will  they, 
or  indeed  'can  they  do  fo  now.  I  doubt 
not  but  your  Worpif  would  have  it  fo ; 
for  you  do  not  care  who  ftarves,  fo  you 
live  ^  and  are  (o  fond  of  that  crazy,  ^outy, 
old  Carcafs  of  yours,  that  theDifioIucion 
of  the  whole  World  would  not  affedyou^ 
were  you  to  fubnft,  and  be  no  Lofer. 

Land,  Houfes,  Food,  Apparel,  and,  in  a 
word,  all  NecefTaries  and  Conveniences  of 
Life,  being  at  a  greater  Value  tLm  former- 
ly, for  the  Reafons  before  aflign'd  j  v/hy 
mufl:  poor  Servants  Wages  ftagnate^  or  at 
leaft  not  be  permitted  to  advance  in  pro- 
portion to  every  thing  elfe  ?  Let  me  tell 
you,  Sir,  that  even  fix  Pounds  pr  Armm 
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h  no  fuch  great  matter^  being  but  about  ^ 
fliree  Pence  three  Farthings  a  Day.  This 
is  thought  too  much  for  a  poor  Crea- 
ture, who  fliall  work  all  Day  like  a  Slave, 
continually  imploy'd  either  in  Wafhing, 
Scouring,  Cooking,  ^c.  called  here  and 
thereat  every  turn,  and  icarcehave  Leifure 
to  fit  down  a  Moment.  This  is  incon- 
teftable,  your  Worflcip  (ees  it  every  Day 
in  your  own  Family,  and  I  defy  you  to 
contradid:  it.  Now  widi  this  three  Pence 
three  Fardiings  a  Day  the  poor  Girl  muft 
buy  her  Clothes,  and  other  Neceflaries, 
all  which  are  worn  out  in  Service-,  fb 
that  litde  more  remains  for  herfelf,  than 
wherewithal  to  buy  her  now  and  then  a 
Penny-worth  of  Fruit,  or  (bme  (uch  Tri- 
fle. But  if  fhe  breaks  any  thing,  and  is 
forc'd  to  pay  for  it,  llie  is  like  to  go  with- 
out Fruit,  and  every  thing  elfe.  But  to 
return  to  your  Book  : 

Her  Neafs  Leather  Shoes  are  novj  tranf- 

fcrnid  into  Jacd  ones  nvith  high  Heels  ^  her 

Yarn  Stockings  are  turnd  into  fine  Worjled 

ones  "luith  Silk  Clocks  ^  and  her  high  Wooden 

Fattens 
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Putt  ens  are  transform  d  into  Leather  Clo<rs  ; 
Jhe  miijl  have  a  Hoop  too  as  ^ivell  as  her  Mi- 
frefsy  and  her  poor  fcantj  Lin  fey -Wool fey 
Petticoat  is  wnjj  changd  into  a  Silk  oneT^our 
or  fi-ve  Yards  ^ide  at  theleajl:  Not  to  car-. 
ry  the  Vefcription  further^  in  JJjcrt,  plain 
Country-Jom  is  no^ju  turnd  into  a  fine  Lon- 
don-Madam,  can  drink  Tea,  take  Snuff,  and 
carry  herfelf  as  hi^o  as  the  heji. 

If  a  Servant  was  to  have  no  more  than 
forty  Shillings  a  Year,  {he  would  have 
juft  twenty  Shillings  to  buy  herfelf  Caps, 
Shifts,  Aprons,  Gown  and  Petticoats, 
unlefs  ilie  goes  barefoot ,  for  Shoes  -ojtth 
Rufet  Rands,  and  Stockings  without 
Clocks,  amount  to  twenty  Shillings  of  the 
Money  :  Now  if  you  can  dired  any  of 
ithefe  Girls  where  to  buy  the  Hoop  and 
Silk  Petticoat  you  mention,  with  the  other 
twenty  Shillings,  you  are  a  clever  Gende- 
man  indeed.  But  you,  like  a  peevilli 
old  Fornicator,  grudge  poor  Country- 
Joan  a  little  fecond-hand  Tea,  for  fear 
llie  iliould  become  a  fine  London-Mzdam, 

and 
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and  be  accounted  as  good  as  my  Lady; 
Your  Wbrfiip  continues, 

Jj  Jhe  he  tolkrahly  handfor/ie,  and  has 
any  (hare  of  Cunningy  the  Apprentice y  or  her 
Majlers  Smiy  is  enticdaioayy  and  ruin  dhy 
her.  Thus  many  good  FaimJies  are  impo've- 
rijh'd  and  difgracd  hy  thefe  pert  SlutSy  ^hoy 
taking  the  Ad'vantage  of  a  young  Mans 
Simplicity  and  unruly  Dejiresy  dra^w  many 
heedlefs  Youthsy  nayy  fame  of  good  Ejlatesy 
Ti7to  their  Snares  y  amd  of  this  ive  ha^ve  hut 
too  many  Injiances. 

The  Men,  Voor  innocent  De^vils  !  are 
mightily  cbUg'd  to  you  for  your  care  of 
them  y  and  httle  Mafter  muit  be  watch'd, 
left  the  Maid  fliould  {poii  him  •,  for  Maids 
are  bold,  impudent,  forward  Creatures, 
and  Men  are  model!:,  bailiful,  harmlefi 
Souls,  efpecially  Wido^ojers  and  Batchelors 
who  keep  Houfc  :  They  never  ofter  any 

thing   unciruil  to  their  Maids but 

when  they  have  an  Opportunity.     You 
tell  us, 

Teai 
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Tedy  SiigaTy  Wme^  Sec.  or  any  fuch  trU 
pug  Commoditksy  are  reckoned  no  Thefts ^  if 
they  do  not  direBly  take  your  Pe-ivter  from 
your  Shehesy  or  your  Lme?i  from  your 
Draiversy  thev  are  "very  hone  ft  :  What  harm 
is  there^  fay  they,  in  crtbUng  a  little  mat- 
ter for  a  Jimhety  a  ?nerry  Bout  or  fo  ? 

You  oF  ail  Men  in  the  World  fiiould 
never  exclaim  againft  retail  Pilferers :  tor 
I  defy  any  Servant  to  fteal  a  Duft  of 
Tea;,  or  a  Glafs  of  Wine,  ac  your  Houfe, 
without  they  break  open  your  Locks^  and 
rifle  your  Worihip's  Hoards. 


Our  Sefjtms-Papers  of  late  are  cro-ujded 
with  Inflames  of  Ser'vant  Maids  rohhing  their 
Places  ;  this  can  he  -only  attributed  to  their 
de^nlijh  Pride  ,  for  their  ivhole  Er.quiry  iioiV" 
a^days  isy  hoiv  httle  they  JBall  doy  ho'vjmuch 
they  (hall  haz^e. 
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That  Servants  rob  their  Places^,  I  will 
neither  deny  or  juftify^  but  the  Honed 
cannot  help  it.     Among  many  Servants 

C  there 
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there  may  be  fome  Thieves  3  among  ma- 
ny Jurtices    there    may  be    one  A 

M'- — . 

Thus  many  of  them  ro've  from  Place  to 
Tlace^  frcm  Ba^vcdy-Uoufe  to  Service y  and 
from  Service  to  Ba'ojdy-Houfe  agaifiy  ever 
tin  fettled  J  aiid  never  eafy^  mthing  heing  more 
common  than  to  fnd  thefe  Creatures  one  Week 
in  a  good  Family,  and  the  next  in  a  BrotheL 
Jhts  amfhihiotis  Life  fnahes  them  ft  for  nei- 
ther ;  for  if  the  Banvd  ufes  them  ill,  aicay 
they  trip  to  Service^  and  if  their  Miflrefs 
gives  them  a  "wry  Word,  "whip  they  are  at  a 
Bd%vdy-Uoufe  again ;  fo  thatj  in  ejjeci^  they 
neither  make  o'cod  Whores  or  (rood  Servants. 

To  this  bright  Paragraph  I  iliall  only 
anfwer,  7 hat  the  old' Woman  had  never 
found  her  Daughter  in  the  Oven^  if  Jhe  had 
not  heen  there  herfelf     But  lets  hear  Squire 

M- — n. 

if  you  fend  them  vjtth  ready  Money ^  they 
turn  Fa&orsj  and  take  three  or  four  Pence 
in  the  Shilling  Brokerage.     And  here  let  me 

take 
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take  notice  of  one  "very  hemoiis  Ahufe^  not  to 
fay  petty  Felony y  "which  is  pra&ifed  in  niDfl 
of  the  great  Families  about  Toivn  ^  and  that 
isy  ivhen  the  Tradefman  gpves  the  Hoi^if'- 
keeper y  or  other  commanding  Servanty  a  Pen- 
ny or  t'voo  Pence  in  the  Shillmgy  or  fo  much 
in  the  Pound ,  for  e'very  thing  they  fend  iny 
ivhich  fro7n  thence  is  called  Poundage, 

As  to  Poundage,  I  refer  you  to  my 
Lord's  Stev/ard,  or  the  Houfekeeper,  let 
them  anfwer  for  themfelvcs. 

Why  do  you  fi  ah  your  goaryLocb  at  me-^ 
Tcii  cannot  fay  I  did  it.  Mackbech. 

We  poor  Chamher-JadiSy  zs  you  are  pleas'd 
to  call  nsy  have  no  fhare  in  the  Poundage. 
I  alTare  you^,  our  oalyExpedmce  is  when 
our  Ladies  Ihed  their  Coats,  and  make 
us  Heirs  to  their  old  caft-ojEF  Clothes. 

This  leads  me  to  anfwer  your  Objec^ 
tion  againft  our  Drefs, 

The  Apparel    of  our  Women" Servants 
Jloould  he  next  regulatedy  that  10 e  may  kfio^oj 

C   z  the 
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the  Mi/Irefs  from  the  Aiaid.  I  rcmemher  I 
"Was  once  pit  'very  much  to  the  hlufh^  heiw  at 
aFr'mid's  Hoiifey  and  hy  hhn  requird  to  fa-  I 
lute  the  Ladies,  I  hifid  the  Chamher-Jade 
into  the  harg^n,  for  fie  "was  as  lueU  drefsd 
as  the  hejl.  But  I  ^vjas  foon  tmdccci'vd  hy 
a  general  Titter,  ivhkh  fave  me  the  utmoft 
Conftfion  j  mr  can  I  believe  y^^yfelf  the  only 
Perfon  ivho  has  made  fuch  a  Miflake. 

Here  I  muft  change  Sides,  and  make 
your  IforJIo'ip  Reipondent.  Muft  Ladies 
wear  dieir  Clodies  till  they  rot  oft?  What 
muft  be  done  with  thofe  caft-off  Clodies  ? 
Why  may  not  the  Servant  accept  of  her 
Miftrefs's  Favour  ?  Anfwer  me  that,  old 
Goofe-cap,  Oh,  but  you  (ay  you  would 
know  the  Miurefs  from  the  Maid;  that 
would  be  no  difficuky  to  any  but  (iich  a 
purblind  Puppy  as  your  W- — p^  v/ho 
cannot  dirtinguifli  a  Chandler's-Shop  from 
a  Dray-Horfe,  unlefi  your  No(c  is  (ad- 
dled v/ith  Spedaclcs.  But  you  need  not 
twit  us  in  the  Tccch  with  our  old  Clothes, 
for  fom2  Ladies  of  larc  liavc  learn  d  the 
Tr^de  of  irucking  xn)  a\vay  for  old  Chi- 
na, 
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na,  others  give  *em  away  to  their  Hanc^ers 
on,  and  leave  the  poor  Chamber-maid  to 
marker  for  herfelf. 

And  now,  Mr.  Nmcompoop,  let  me  ask 
you,    What  Bufinefs   it  is  of  yours   to 
concern  yourfelf  with  Womens  Apparel 
at  all  ?  I  think  the  Maid  gave  you  a  fuf- 
fici^nt  Anfwer,    when  flie  told  you,  She 
might  ^ear  "what  JJoe  luork^d  for  without  Of- 
fence.    If  the  Maids  lay  all  on  their  Backs^ 
as  you   are  pleas'd  to  fay,  it  is  to  catch 
fuch  Woodcocks  as  yourfelf  and    Son. 
And  if  the  woolen  Manufadure,  or,  as 
your  Worfitp  fpells  it,    the  '-ojollen  Mam- 
fathre,  fuffers,  the  filk  Manufidure  gains 
the  Difference.       And   let  me  tell  you. 
Sir,  were  it  not  for  Servant  Maids  buy^ 
ing  filk  Clothes,  ^c.  the  Mercers  might 
fiiut  up  their  Shops,    and  the  SpitaJ-Field 
Weavers  go  a  grazing.     But  to  return  to 
the  Vim^jily  i.  e.  your  JVorfiip.. 

Things  of  this  Nature  'would  he  eafily  a- 
rDoidedy  tf  Sewant-A'idids  ^o:ere  to  "uccar  Li- 
"verksy  as  our  F€ot77ten  do  ;  or  ohiigd  to  oo  in 
a  Drefs  fiii table  to  their  Station.  JVhat  jhould 

ail 
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ail  theniy  hut  a  Jacket  and  Petticoat  of  gooa 
Tard-mde  Stu^,  or  Call'ma-acoy  might  keep 
them  decent  and  'warm. 

what  is  good  for  the  Goofe,  is  good  for 
the  Gander.  If  we  muit  wear  Liveries, 
you,  for  your  part^,  iliall  have  a  Fool's 
Coat  and  a  Slabbering-bib,  to  lliew  your 
Capacity,  and  a  Pair  of  lufty  Brow-An- 
tlers, to  denote  your  Wife's  Chadity. 
Liveries,  quotha!  Why  don't  you  make 
Slaves  of  us  at  once,  and  not  'go  this 
round  about  way.  I  fuppofe  you  don't 
think  us  the  fame  Flefli  and  Blood,  or  in- 
deed fcarce  human  Creatures,  but  a  mid- 
dle Species  betwixt  Men  and  Beafts.  No, 
Sir,  we  are  form'd  by  the  fame  divine 
Power,  and  have  the  lame  Claim  to  Re- 
demption as  the  beft  of  you  all.  And  if 
any  Creature  breathing  is  of  that  middlp 
Species,  it.isyouv  TVorJhip, 

I  doubt  not  but  you  are  angry  with 
Providence  for  not  dvino;  Servants  ano- 
ther  Form  to  di{linp;uii]i  them  from  their 
Superiours,  and  footh  the  Vanity  of  thofe 
ftifF,  ftately,  noify  Nothings,    who  think 

poor 
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poor  Servants  {carce  worthy  to  wipe  their 
6  hoes. 

Many  good  Mens  Children  are  reduc'd 
to  go  to  Service  when  left  to  the  care  of 
fuch  bafe  over  reaching  Monfters  as  your 
felf,  who  abufe  the  Truft  repos'd  in  them, 
think  all  that  is  left  in  their  Hands  is 
their  own,  and  turn  their  poor  Wards 
loofs  to  the  wide  World,  to  ferve,  to 
ftarve,  or  any  thing,  no  matter  what, 
(o  they  can  but  keep  the  Money.  It  is 
very  hard,  therefore,  that  an  honeft  Man's 
Child,  becaufe  her  Father  has  met  with 
Misfortunes,  or  herfelf  with  a  wicked 
Guardian,  muft  wear  an  ignominious 
Badge  of  Servitude,  nay  Slavery,  when 
Ihe  oucrht  rather  to  be  encoura^i'd  for  o-q- 
mg  to  Service,  and  not  turning  Whore 
or  Thief,  to  bring  herfelf  and  Friends  to 
Shame. 

There  are  a  great  many  Servants  who 
have  very  good  Relations,  nay  feme  who 
keep  their  Coaches,  and  live  in  the  grea- 
teft  Splendor,  muft  thefe  wear  Liveries, 
and  difgrace  their  Kindred  ? 

But 
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But  I  truft^  you  will  never  get  fuch  a 
Bill  pafled  v/hile  you  have  a  Hole  in  you 
Head^  (and  a  vail:  Vacuum  there  is  indeed !) 
The  Legiilature  have  fomediino;  clfe  to 
do^  dian  to  regard  the  P^avings  of  an  old 
an^ry  Coxcomb,  who  had  better  herd 
With  Mr.  Withers  s  Incurables,  than  give 
Laws  to  our  Lawgivers^  and  teach  his 
Graw/ium  to  fuck  Eggs, 

Befides  I  can  prove  our  Drefs  to  be 
decent  and  neceflary,  if  your  JVorj'hipcin 
but  comprehend  Mood  and  Figure ,  but 
as  my  Bufinefs  is  not  to  convince  you, 
but  the  whole  World,  that  you  are  in  a 
Miftake,  I  fliall  not  regard  whether  you 
underftand  me  or  no,  but  confute  and 
expofe  your  ridiculous  Sentiments,  and 
leave  all  Mankind  to  judge  between  your 
Worflnp  and  me. 

Whatever  is  lawful  is  neceflary  j  our  | 
Drefs  therefore  is  neceilary  while  we  wear 
what  the  Law  has  prefcrib'd  us,  to  wit, 
the  Habit  of  a  Woman,  it  being  againil 
the  Law  of  God  and  Man  to  confound 
Sexes,  and  wear  Habits  contrary  to  com- 
mon Decency, 

Now 
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Now  if  common  Decency  requires  us 
to  wear  Habits  peculiar  to  our  Sex,  what 
a  wicked  old  Fellow  are  you,  who  would 
have  us  wear  Jackets,  which  is  a  Man's 
Habit,  and  confequently  againft  the  Law 
of  Nature  and  Nations.' 

By  the  Word  decent  I  comprehend  any 
thing  that  becomes  or  adorns ,  now  if 
our  Silk  Gowns  do  not  become  and  a- 
dorn  us,  I  will  give  up  the  Argument ; 
but  I  believe  indeed  your  Worlhip  had 
better  give  it  up,  for  you  will  never  gee 
over  it. 

But  hray  a  Fool  in  a  Mortar^  and  he 
'Vjill  he  airways  the  fame.  I  know  there  is 
no  convincing  you  j  but  I  appeal  to  the 
whole  World  if  I  have  not  pr9v'd  the 
Legality  and  Decency  of  our  Appareh 

Proceed  we  now  to  the  other  Argu- 
ment, and  vindicate  our  Behaviour  fb 
much  complain'd  of. 

'  There  is  no  Part  of  the  World  where 
Servants  are  fo  refpedful  and  obedient  as 
in  England  ^  and  if  any  Corruptions  have 
crept  in  among  us,  we  may  thank  the 
French  Vatets  de  Chambre^  ^c^   who  are 
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the  Importers.  Their  Forwardnefs  ana 
Impertinence  exceeds  any  that  can  be 
found  in  an  En^ifh  Servant,  nay  an  Iriflj^ 
tnan  come's  fliort  of  'em  for  Impudence. 

But  our  Subjedt  is  Women-Servants, 
let  us  examine  therefore  into  their  Con- 
dud,  and  we  Ihall  find  for  one  Maid  who 
is  pert  and  replying,  ten,  nay  an  hun- 
dred, MiftrefTes  imperious  and  proud  to 
the  laft  degree,  bitter  and  loud  in  their 
Revilings,  who  never  open  their  Eyes, 
but  they  open  their  Throats  j  nor  them 
but  to  complain,  to  (cold,  call  names, 
and  find  fault  \  yet  the  poor  Servant-maid 
muft  not  reply,  but  ftand  like  a  Stock  or 
Stone,  receive  all  Injuries,  nayfometimes 
Blows  and  Pinches,  nor  fay  one  word,  but 
that  Black  is  white,  or  dare  to  contradict 
her  Miftrefs  when  ever  fb  much  in  the 
wrong. 

She  muft  have  the  patience  ofjoh^  the 
Vigilance  of  Argus,  and  the  ftrength  of 
Hercules y  who  can  pleaie  fome  MiftrefTes ; 
nay,  there  are  Tome  who  are  not  to  be 
pleased,  who  have  no  manner  of  Confi- 
deration  for  a  fellow  Creature,  but  think 

all 
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all  below  them  born  to  be  ill  us'd  and 
delpis'd. 

Yet  the  fine  Lady  is  told  at  Church, 
that  the  poor  Handmaid,  flie  Co  defpifes, 
fhall  lay  in  the  fame  Grave  with  her,  and 
their  Duft  probably  mix  together :  Ne- 
verthelefs  Ihe  fliall  come  home  from 
thence,  and  fliow  Co  monftrous  a  Con- 
tempt of  her  fellow  Chriftian,  as  if  (he 
minded  the  Parfon  no  more  than  a  Bal- 
lad-Singer, or  undervalu'd  the  Bleflings 
promised,  becaufe  her  Maid  was  intitul'd 
to  a  Share  as  well  as  herfelf 

If  a  Servant  expoftulates  with  her  an- 
gry Miftrefi,  tho'  in  never  (b  fubmiffive  a 
Manner,  flie  is  call'd  a  fancy  Slut,  an  im- 
pudent Creature,  and  one  that  talks  again; 
as  if  the  Benefit  of  Speech  was  deny'd  to 
her,  and  her  Miftrefi  only  had  Liberty  to 
make  ufe  of  that  female  Weapon,  the 
Tongue. 

What  pleafure  can  a  poor  Creature  have 
in  being  maundered  at  from  Morning  to 
Night>  much  Work,  little  Reft,  and 
ibmetimes  little  Viduals.  If  any  thing 
is  better  than  ordinary,  it  is  thought  too 
D   2,  o;ood 
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g6od  for  her,  and  fet  by  ;  and  if  flie  eats 
never  fo  moderately^  her  Miftrefi  gene- 
rally gives  out  flie  has  a  Stomach  like  an 
Horfe. 

■  If  fhe  obtains  an  Holiday  at  Eafter, 
Whitfontidey  or  Chrijimafsy  flie  muft  do  a 
double  Day's  Work  to  make  amends,  and 
can  feldom  get  out  before  three  or  four 
in  the  Afternoon,  yet  muft  return  by 
eight  or  nine  at  Night :  This  is  Indul- 
gence !  Liberty. !  Plealure  !  Short  plea- 
Itire  indeed  for  fo  much  pain  ^  but  Cu- 
ftom  will  have  it  fo,  and  we  are  bound  to 
fubmit. 

I  proceed  now  to  an(wer  the  other  odd 
Objections,  which  were  plac'd  lo  unme- 
thodically and  incoherently  in  your  Trea- 
tile,  that  I  could  not  tell  how  to  digeft 
them,  till  I  had  anfwer'd  the  three  great 
Heads  of  your  Complaints,  which  hav- 
ing done,  and  I  hope  to  the  Satisfaction 
of  E'very-Body  but  yourfelf^  I  lliall  take 
thofe  odd  Articles,  higgledy-piggledy, 
rough  as  they  run,  (rough  enough  in- 
deed !  )  for  there  is  no  Order  or  Method 
pblerv'd  in  your  whole  Performiance.  The 

Sub- 
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Subjed  is  iow^,  Co  is  the  Style  full  of  Ex- 
pletives and  Repetitions,  Nonfenfe  and 
falfe  Eno-lifh. 

It  will  be  raking  in  a  Dunghill  to  take 
the  Book  to  pieces  5  inftead  therefore  of 
throwing  away  fuperfluous  words,  I  would 
throw  away  the  whole  Work  as  fuper- 
fluous  and  impertinent.  Whoever  reads 
it,  and  is  not  tir'd  with  and  ^hichy  and 
ivhaty  and  ivheny  andhonvy  for  "which y  for 
"vjoeny  &CC.  ought  to  be  doom'd  never  to 
read  any  but  yours  and  Gruh^Street  per- 
formances. 

It  raifes  my  Admiration,  that  the  new 
fafliion'd  City-phrafe  *  In  Life  has  efcap'd 
your  IVorJhip  ^  this  had  adorn'd  your 
Book,  and  made  it  Idolized  ^by  the  Citi- 
zens, who  apply  the  Phrafe  in  Life  to 
all  things  out  of  Life,  as  the  hejl  Wine 
in  Lifey  the  hejl  Stockings  in  Ltfey  Sec. 


*  A  contagious  Phrafe,  which  has  lately  fpread  all 
over  Fejt-Chiirch- Street y  Leadenhall-Street^  Grace- 
Church- Street  and  SiJJc^o^fgate- Street  5  it  is  already 
within  a  few  Doors  of  the  Royal  Exchaiige^  and  wnll 
certainly  over-run  the  whole  City  in  a  little  time,  if 
not  fpeediiy  prevented. 
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Alderman  SpUt-Figs  Lady  paid  a  Vifit 
at  our  Houfe  the  other  Day,  and  brought 
this  Phrafe  along  with  her^  the  Parrot 
was  the  prettieji  in  Lifcy  the  Harlequin- 
Dog  the  fweetejl  in  Lifey  our  Tea- Kettle 
and  Stand  the  finejl  in  Life^  and  the  Tea 
the  Beji  in  Life.  Thus  did  this  low  Life 
Lady  apply  her  favourite  Phrafe  fo  oddly, 
that  the  Ladies  at  our  End  of  the  Town 
have  nick-nam'd  her  the  Lady  in  Life: 
And  (o  I  take  my  leave  of  this  lifelefi 
Phrafe,  by  applying;  it  to  your  Wdrjhipy 
and  pronouncing  you  the  greateji  Coxcomb 
in  Life, 

I  beg  your  JVorJJnfs  pardon,  but  I 
muft  turn  Scavenger  again,  and  bring 
another  Qiiotation,  ^/%. 

And  yety  if  a  Majler  or  Mijlrefs  en- 
quire after  any  thirig  mijfingy  they  mujl  he 
fure  to  place  their  Words  in  due  fornty  or 
Aladafn  huffs  and  flings  ahout  at  a  ftrange 
ratey  What  "would you  make  a  Thief  of  her  ? 
Who  iDOuld  I  I've  ^voithfuch  nitftrujlful  Folks  ? 
Thus  you  are  ohligd  to  hold  your  tongue y  and 
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Jit  doiun  quietly  hy  your  lofsy  for  fear  of 
offending  your  Maidy  forfooth  ! 

What  can  be  more  fhocking  to  an  ho- 
ned perfon,  than  to  be  continually  fufpe- 
dted  of  Theft?  It  touches  too  fenfibly, 
not  to  produce  Refentment^  Silence  gives 
Con(ent,  and  fhall  we  not  {peak  to  vindi- 
cate ourfelves  ?  This  is  very  hard  indeed. 
A  Mafter  or  Miftrefi  ought  to  be  well  con- 
vinc'd,  before  they  lay  fuch  heinous  Fads 
to  a  Servant's  Charge  :  And  yet  there  are 
thofe  who,  for  things  even  of  their  own 
miflaying,  fhall  tax  a  Servant  with  Theft 
in  the  moft  opprobrious  Terms  imagina- 
ble.    But  you  fay  farther. 

This  Cujfom  of  IVarning^  as  praUisd  hy 
our  Maid-Ser^aatSy  is  vo^  become  a  great 
Inconijenience  to  Majlers  ayid  Mijlrefjes,  Tou 
mujl  carry  your  Dijh  'very  ufri^ty  or  Mifsy 
forfoothy  gives  you  Warning-^  and  you  are 
either  left  defiitutey  or  to  feek  for  a  Ser- 
^a?it :  So  thaty  generally  fpeaki?2gy  you  are 
feldom  or  ne^er  fxdj  but  airways  at  the 
mercy  of  every  ne'w  Comtry  to  divulge  your 
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Family  Affair s^  to  infpeciyour  priz^ate  Life, 
and  treajure  up  the  Sayings  of  yourfelf  and 
Friends.  A  "very  great  Confinement^  and 
Tnuch  complain  d  of  in  raoji  Families. 

Here  the  Guilty  crys  out  whore  firft ; 
for  the  Hardlhip  lies  at  the  Servant's  Door, 
who  is  turii'd  away  tor  the  leaft  Offence^ 
and  oblig  d,  by  maintaining  themfelvcs 
out  of  place,  to  expend  all  they  get  in 
Service,  and  often  forc'd  to  run  in  Debt. 

As  for  divulging  Family  Affairs,  Ma- 
fters  and  Miftreffes  fliouid  not  fet  ill  Ex- 
amples, nor  lliould  they  (peak  or  ad  what 
they  would  be  afliam'd  to  hear  reported 
or  repeated.  _ 

Your  Story  of  the  Maid-Servant  com- 
ing to  be  hif  d  is  bald,  flat  and  improba- 
ble, as  well  as  that  of  the  Bar-Keeper  j 
and  I  defy  you  to  prove  either. 

No  wonder  you  complain  of  Non- 
attendance  at  the  Coffee-Houles,  when 
the  Boys  hate  and  lliun  you  like  the  Devil. 
You  eat  fix  or  (even  Rusks  with  a  Three-- 
penny  Diili  of  Chocolate>  which  is  your 
common  Dii^yier  when  abroad  :  But  foi' 
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Rice-Tea,  I  dare  affirm  you  never  drank  a 
Dilh  at  your  own  Charge  in  your  Life 

Gendemen  may  be  very  innocent,  and 
yet  amufe  themfelves  with  a  litde  harm- 
less Raillery.  You'  will  admit  no  Wo- 
man to  jeft  with  a  Man,  but  you  con- 
clude her  a  Whore  at  once. 

I  fhall  leave  the  poor  Jappaners  to  de- 
fend themfelves,  as  alfo  the  Watermen, 
Porters,  Basket- women,  ^r.  for  you  (pare 
none,  but  like  Death  aim  your  Shafts 
at  all.  My  Bufinefs  is  only  to  ghe  you  a 
RonjoJaiid  for  your  Olher^and  make  you  dread 
the  Refentment  of  a  provok'd  Woman. 

But  my  Pen  grows  foul  with  the  Sub- 
jed,  my  Thoughts  blacken  with  Ideas  of 
your  Bafenefs,  and  your  low-lpirited  Ma- 
lice has  almoft  obnubilated  my  ufual  Live- 
linefs  and  Gaiety  of  Mind,  I  leave  thee 
therefore  to  write  {unanfwerd)  theHiftory 
of  Kennel-Rakers  and  Tom-Turd-Men^  while 
I  return  to  brighten  my  Thoughts  with 
Authors  thou  haft  not,  canft  not  read, 
poor,  wretched,  abje6t,  abandoned  ftink- 
inc^  Scoundrel, 
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Prefume  it  will  be  objeifted  againft 
me,  that  I  have  left  Swearing,  Who- 
ring, and  Drinking,  the  moft  noto- 
rious Faults^  and  thole  for  which  we 
are  more  particularly  famous^  quite 
untouched.  I  own  I  have;  but  I  would  not 
have  any  one  imagine  that  my  Silence  proceeds 
from  my  Approbation  of  thofe  Crimes,  but 
from  a  Confcioulhefs  that  all  I  could  fay  would 
be  to  no  purpole. 

Swearing,  tho'  the  moft  filly  and  ridiculous 
of  all  other  Vices,  and  which  has  the  leaft  to  be 
faid  in  Excufe  for  it,  yet  when  a  Man  once  be- 
comes habituated  to  it,  it's  very  difHcult,  nay^ 
almoft  impoffible  to  be  fliook  off.  One  that  has 
accuftom'd  himfelf  to  fwear  upon  every  Occa- 
fion,  would  not  for  Ibme  Time  know  how^ 
without  an  Oath,  to  afiirm  any  Thing  he  laid 
with  Strength  and  Emphafis  enough  to  make  it 
feem  true.  If  he  was  not  to  i:^Y  By  G — ,  or,! 
By  his  Souly  he  would  not  know  how  to  fcem 
in  earneft, 
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As  to  Whoring,  one  may  as  well  perfiiade  a 
Glulton  from  his  Dainties,  or  a  Mifer  from  his 
Gold,  as  a  Man  who  is  young,  healthy,  and 
well  kept,  from  loving  a  handfome Woman,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  can  do  it  with  Convenience  ; 
and  fo  long  as  our  Mailers,  the  major  part  of 
them  at  leaft,  give  us  all  the  Liberty  we  can  de- 
fire,  it  cannot  be  ex-pecled  we  fliould  do  other- 
wife.  But  be  careful  Brethren  that  with  your 
Honey  you  take  not  in  a  Sting,  which  may  in- 
flame your  Blood,  and  caufe  a  long  Repentance 
to  fucceed  your  fhort-liv'd  Pleafure. 

And  as  to  Drunkennefs ;  if  the  Lofs  of 
Time,  Money,  Health,  Realon,  and  Reputa- 
tion, be  not  fufficient  to  diffuade  Men  from  the 
Pra6tice  of  it,  I  am  certain  that  all  I  can  fay  will 
be  infignificant  and  inefFeftual. 

Ak OTHER  Objedion  which  I  expect  will  be 
made  againft  this  Performance,  is  its  being  in 
Verfe.  'Tis  true  the  Subjed  is  too  low  for 
Poetry  a  great  deal,  and  I  hope  the  Meannefs 
thereof  will  be  attributed  to  that  Caufe.  But  I 
thought  its  being  a  Poem  might  perhaps  induce 
fome  of  my  Brethren  to  buy  it,  who  otherwifc 
would  not ;  and  by  that  Means  the  good  Ad- 
vice, if  there  be  any  fuch  contained  in  it,  would 
be  more  generally  communicated. 
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T  O    A  L  L 

Noblemen^  Gentlemen, 
and  Ladies^  who  keep 
many  Servants. 

Mojl  Nohky  Right  Honour ahhj  &g. 

EVER  A  L,  both  of  the  ancient  and 
modem  Philofophers,  have  made  i?A 
Complaints  and  Exclamations  againlt 
Nature;  that  flie  hath  fubjeded  Man- 
kind toa  great  many  Evils  and  Inconve- 
niences, unknown  to  the  reft  of  his  Fellow  Creatures. 
One  complains  that  we  are  left  naked  and  expos'd 
to  the  Inclemencies  of  the  cold  and  pinching  Air; 
another,  that  we  are  defencelefs  and  unarmed  againfl 
the  Infults  of  Beafts  and  ravenous  Creatures :  This 
is  angry  that  he  cannot  mount  the  Air,  and  foaf 
aloft  with  the  Eagle;  and  t'other,  that  he  is  deny'd 
to  fport  in  the  Seas  with  the  Dolphins :  But  I  don't 

remember 
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remember  that  any  one  of  them  has  bemoah'd  our 
Unhappinefs  in  being  fubjed  to  Servitude,  a  Condi- 
tion not  to  be  found  amongft  any  Species  of  Creatures 
upon  Earth  but  Man.  Man,  who  on  Account  of  the 
fuperior  Noblenefs  of  his  Nature,  and  Itrong  Propen- 
fity  to  Freedom  and  Liberty,  one  wou'd  think  fhou'd 
be  more  impatient  and  unhappy  in  that  Condition 
than  any  other  Creature  in  the  Univerfe. 

With  what  Humanity  then  ought  a  Mailer  to 
treat  that  Man  whom  Fortune  has  fubjedled  to  be 
his  Servant?  How  ought  he  to  endeavour  to  mollify 
and  alleviate  the  Irkfomencfs  of  his  Servitude?  and 
by  the  Swcctnefs  of  his  Temper  and  Mildnefs  of 
his  Commands,  make  that  be  performed  willingly, 
which  would  othcrwife  be  done  with  Relu6bance  ? 
always  remembring  that  though  he  is  advanced  never 
fo  far  above  him  by  Fortune,  he  is  yet  nearly  rela- 
ted to  him  by  Nature;  and  that  had  it  not  been  for 
fome  accidental  Circumilanccs,  he  mjght  perhaps 
have  been  in  his  Condition. 

These  Reflections  would  naturally  tend  to  abate 
the  Harlhnefs  and  Severity  with  which  fome  Gen- 
tlemen treat  their  Servants.  In  this  Cail  of  Mind 
they  would  fometimes  be  led  to  regard  them  as 
Men,  endued  with  the  fame  Faculties,  .PafTions^ 
Appetites,  and  Dcilres,  with  themfelves;  and  not 
as  Slaves  or  Beafts  of  Burthen,  cut  out  merely  for 
Servitude,  and  incapable  of  any  Thing  in  the 
World,  but  to  know  what  they  are  commanded, 
and  how  to  obey. 

It  will  be  objected  perhaps,  that  there  are  a 
great  many  amoiigil  us,  who  are  capable  of  very 
little  more  than  this :  I  grant  there  is,  and  that 
therefore  the  fame  Countenance  is  not  to  be  fhewn 
to  alL    That  which  would  make  a  difcrcet  Servant 

modefl 
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modefl  and  refpedful,  would  make  a  Fool  impertir 
ncnt  and  unmannerly :  It  behoves  a  Mafter  there- 
fore to  diilinguiili  betwixt  the  Deferving  and  the 
Undeferving ;  betwixt  thofe  who  place  all  the  fuper- 
numerary  Benefits  they  receive  to  the  Score  of  their 
own  Merit,  and  thofe  who  gratefully  receive  them 
as  unmerited  Bounties  flowing  purely  from  their 
Mailer's  Generofity. 

It  is  certain  there  is  nothing  procures  a  more 
faithful  Service  from  a  grateful  Temper,  than  the  Li- 
berality of  a  Mafter.  Rewards  are  not  given  to  good 
and  faithful  Servants,  but  paid;  nor  ought  that 
Time  to  be  accounted  loft,  which  is  fpent  in  the 
Service  of  a  noble  Benefador;  for  fuch  a  one  will 
never  fail  to  rew^ard  Merit,  even  beyond  its  Defert.  A 
generous  Man,  that  loves  his  Servant  well,  is  as  a 
God  unto  him,  both  gives  him  Bleffings,  and  pro^ 
teds  him  from  Dangers  :  As  on  the  other  hand,  a 
diligent  and  difcreet  Servant  is  one  of  the  beft  Friends 
that  a  Man  can  be  bleft  with,  for  he  will  do  what- 
foever  Service  a  Friend  can,  and  may  not  only  be 
commanded  to  do  it,  but  there  is  alfo  lefs  Hazard 
of  loling  him  than  the  other. 

But  the  Misfortune  is,  we  are  look'd  upon  as  in- 
capable of  performing  any  Service  of  a  higher  Na- 
ture, than  waiting  at  Table,  carrying  a  Meffage,  or 
the  like  ;  we  are  not  thought  f.t  to  be  entrufted  with 
Secrets,  to  be  employed  in  any  Bufinefs  of  Impor- 
tance ;  nor  in  fhort,  to  tranfad  any  Thing  which  re- 
quires Thought  or  Condud:  And  in  this  View  it 
is  not  probable  we  lliould  ever  polTefs  any  Place  in  a 
Gentleman's  Efteem,  beyond  that  of  his  Dog,  or  his 
Horfe. 


But 
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But  we  have  not  always  been  regarded  in  this 
contemptible  Light :  If  we  look  into  the  Hillories 
of  the  Greeks  and  Romans^  we  fhall  find  that  thofe 
great  and  wife  People  frequently  made  ufe  of  their 
Servants  in  their  moll  important  Affairs.  Seneca  be- 
gins an  Epiflle  with  rejoicing  that  his  Friend  liv'd 
familiarly  with  his  Servant ,  ^nd  an  old  ingenious 
Author  of  our  own  Country  fays,  "  That  Servants 
''  are  as  the  Locks  of  the  Houfe ;  if  they  are  Itrong 
"  and  clofe,  they  preferve  us  in  Safety;  but  weak 
"  or  open,  we  are  left  a  Prey-  to  Thieves.  If  they 
''  are  fuch  as  a  Stranger  may  pick,  or  any  one  open 
^^  with  a  falfe  Key,  'tis  good  to  change  them  in- 
^'  ftantly ;  but  well  warded,  they  are  the  beft  Guards 
^  of  our  Fame  and  Welfare." 

It  mull  be  confefs'd  indeed,  that  as  there  arc 
fome  Gentlemen  who  think  it  below  them  to  confult 
their  Servants  in  any  Thing,  fo  there  are  a  great 
many  of  us  who  are  not  worth  confulting,  and  I 
doubt  the  Fault  generally  runs  on  our  Side  :  The 
major  Part  of  us  are  incapable  of  forming  a  Judg- 
ment, or  conlidering  the  Reafon  of  Things;  we 
think  Knowledge  is  out  of  our  Province,  and  there- 
fore never  trouble  our  Heads  about  it.  And  indeed, 
the  little  Value  which  is  fet  upon  thofe  few  who  en- 
deavour to  dillinguilli  themfelves  by  their  Merit, 
will  not  much  encourage  others  in  the  Acquilitioq 
of  it. 

But  I  fhall  run  on  thus  in  loofe  Hints  and  gene- 
ral Obfcrvations,  till  I  quite  forget  the  main  De^ 
lign  of  this  Introdudlion,  which  was  jull  to  have 
touched  upon  the  Duty  of  Mailers,  (if  I  may  fq 
prcfume,)  under  the  feveral  Particulars,  and  in  the 
Order  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Poem;  and  accord- 
inely  I  fhall  beein  firll  with  Honelly. 
^^  ^  HO. 
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HONESTY. 

HONESTY  is  certainly  the  principal  Virtue 
belonging  to  a  Servant ;  and  when  a  Mailer 
upon  repeated  and  various  Trials  hath  always  found 
a  Servant  juft,  he  ought  not  to  be  too  credulous  in 
admitting  Jealouiies  and  Surmifes  to  the  contrary. 
It  is  certain  that  amongll  a  large  Family  of  Ser- 
vants there  will,  frequently  be  Jars  and  Difagree- 
ments;  and  at  thefe  Times,  every  little  Thing 
which  is  known  againft  each  other  is  difclos'd,  ma^* 
liciouily  aggravated,  and  fet  in  the  worft  Light  it 
will  poffibly  bear;  and  in  thefe  difadvantageous 
Circumitances,  'tis  ten-  to  one,  but  by  fome  tatling 
Maid,  or  other,  'tis  carried  up  to  the  Miftrefs;  Ihc 
reports  it  to  the  Mailer,  and  immediately  the  Serv^ant 
is  difcharg'd.  I  have  myfelf  known  more  Inllances 
than  one  of  this  Nature  ;  and  certainly,  if  Mailers, 
without  fufFering  themfelves  to  be  precipitated  by 
Anger,  would  calmly  enquire  into  the  Reports  which 
Servants  make  one  of  another,  they  would  frequent- 
ly find  a  very  plaulible  Story  to  have  no  other  Foun- 
dation than  a  weak  Sufpicion,  improv'd  by  Spite 
and  Malice. 

But  as  a  Mailer  fliould  not  be  led  away  by  every 
idle  Tale,  fo  on  the  contrary  he  ihould  take  care  of 
being  fo  confident  of  a  Servant's  Integrity,  and  fo 
over-prejudic'd  in  his  Favour,  as  not  to  hear  any 
Thing  at  all  againil  him  ;  this  would  be  the  Way 
to  encourage  every  vicious  Inclination  which  might 
enter  into  a  -Servant's  Head.  Let  him  firH  confider 
the  Probability  of  what  he  hears,  and  whether  the 
the  Informer  may  not  have  fome  Defign,  Intereil:, 
or  Prejudice^  in  the  Accufation ;  and  accordingly,  as 
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ht  finds  Caufe  of  Sufpicion,  let  him  proceed  to  cXa« 
mine  the  Truth  of  it. 

CAREFULNESS, 

^r'jn  IS  common  amongft  Mailers,  when  any  Thing- 
X  happens  amifs,  which  might  poflibly  have 
been  prevented,  to  lay  the  Fault  on  the  CarelefP- 
nefs  and  Negligence  of  Servants^  whereas,  if  they 
would  but  rightly  coniider  there  are  a  thoufand  in- 
tervening Accidents  perpetually  occurring,  which 
divert  our  Thoughts  and  Intentions  from  what  we 
are  bulled  about,  to  fomething  new :  This  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fomething  clfe,  and  that  again  by  an- 
other Thing,  'till  the  Thoughts  of  what  we  were 
firft  order'd  arc  quite  obliterated  and  forgot.  It 
mull  be  confefs'd,  indeed,  that  the  greateft  Part  of 
us  are  fo  far  from  being  embarrafs'd  with  a  Multi- 
plicity of  Bulinefs,  that  we  fcarce  know  how  to  pafs 
away  the  vacant  Time ;  and  for  thefe  to  be  carelefs 
and  negligent  in  that  little  which  they  have  to  do, 
there  is  certainly  no  Excufe. 

OBEDIENCE. 

IF  a  Mailer  expcds  a  chearful  and  willing  OBEDI- 
ENCE, he  ought  to  take  care  not  only  to  command 
nothing  but  what  isjuil  and  rcafonable,but  alfotodeli- 
vcr  his  Commands  with  Mildnefeanxl  good  Humour. 
'Tis  certain  there  is  nothing  encourages  a  Servant,  or 
makes  him  undertake  and  perform  his  Bulinefs  with 
more  Chearfulnefs  and  Alacrity,  than  a  Word,  or 
even  a  Look  of  Approbation  from  the  Mailer.  When 
a  Man  is  aiTur'd,  that  if  he  ufe  his  beil  Endeavours 
in  what  he  is  going  about  he  ihail  certainly  pleafe, 
he  profecutes  it  with  Courage  and  Vivacity ,  and 
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not  being  intimidated,  performs  it  more  pundually^ 
and  with  lefs  Hazard  ot  Mifcarriages.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  Commands  are  given  with  a  haugh- 
ty Imperioufnefs,  or  harfli  Severity,  if  he  be  a  Man 
of  any  Senfe  and  Spirit,  he  receives  them  with  An- 
ger and  Refentment,  and  executes  them  with  Re- 
luctance ;  and  if  timerous  and  fearful,  he  is  imme- 
diately confounded,  receives  what  he  hears  in  Difor- 
der^  and  goes  about  it  with  Confuiion.  In  aWord, 
if  a  Mailer  would  have  himfelf  well  obeyed,  he 
muft  render  himfelf  \yell  belov'd.  The  Nature  of 
Man  is  averfe  to  Compullion,  and  where  the  leaft 
of  that  appears,  he  will  ferve  the  bell. 

DILIGENCE. 

DILIGENCE  is  a  Virtue  which  is  certainly" very 
valuable  in  a  Servant,  and  ought  to  be  encou- 
raged. When  a  Man  purfues  his  Bufinefe  with  Di° 
ligence,  every  Thing  is  done  in  Order,  and  as  it 
ought  to  be^  nothing  is  put  off,  flubber'd  over, 
or  forgotten.  Such  a  one  as  I  have  faid  in  the 
f  ocmj 

-.--^•--.---  Lays  a  Method  doimi^         ^\ 
Proceeds  in  Biijinefs  regularly  on^  > 

And  follows  it  with  Vigour  tilVtis  done,  3- 

One  Hour  for  this^  and  one  for  that  ordain Sj 
Nor  lets  th* appointed  Tinw  flip  idly  through  his 
Hands, 

Now  the  Duty  of  a  Mailer,  when  he  knows  he  has 
j^ot  fuch  a  Servant  as  this,  is  to  inform  himfelf  of 
:he  Times  which  he  fets  apart  for  fuch  and  fuch 
Things,  and  if  poffible  not  to  interrupt  him  in  th^ 
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Profecution  of  them ;  but,  if  any  Bufinefs  happens^ 
either  to  employ ' another  Servant,  or  (if  the 
Thing  will  permit)  defer  it  till  a  further  Opportu- 
nity. 

SUBMISSION  to  Rebukes. 

SUBMISSION  to  Rebukes  is  one  of  the  hardefl  Lcf- 
fons  a  Servant  has  to  learn ;  to  hear  ourfelves 
defpis'd,  degraded,  and  call'd  a  thoufand  Fools  and 
Blockheads  upon  every  trifling  Occafion,  is  certain- 
ly to  human  Nature  the  molt  irkfome  Thing  ima- 
ginable,    I  am  perfuaded,  if  fome  Gentlemen  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  put  themfclves,  into  our  Pla-* 
ces,  in  Idea  only,  and  imagine  all  thofe  galling  Re- 
proaches, imperious  Menaces,  and  degrading  Jeers, 
with  which  they  daily  flout  and  revile  poor  Servants  ; 
I  I  fay,  if  they  would  but  imagineall  thefe  Things  as  le- 
-'  veird  at  themfelves,and  refle6b  what  Emotions  would 
be  rais'd  in  them  upon  fuch  Ufage,  they  would  cer- 
tainly treat  us  with  more  Candour  and  Humanity, 
But  one  would  be  tempted  to  think  that  fome  Gen- 
tlemen conclude  when  a  Man  becomes  a  Servant,  he 
ought  no  longer  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  a  human 
Creature,   but  relinquifli  his  Paflions,  and  retain  no 
Senfe  of  Anger  or  Refentment,  even  upon  the  moil 
provoking  Infults.      And  indeed,   he  that  cannot 
do  this,  will  never  be  able  to  ferve  fome  Mailers, 

NEATNESS. 

AS  to  Neatness,  I  need  not  fay  much  about  it ; 
we  feem  fond  enough  of  appearing  clean  and 
handfome,  without  any  other  Encouragement  than 
our  own  Foppifhnefs  and  Vanity:  And  I  am  afraid 
that  from  the  greatell  Part  of  us  this  is  the  only 
Qualification  that  can  be  expeAcd; 
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Kecemng  and  Belhering  MESSAGES. 

REceiving  and  delivering  MESSAGES^  as  I  have 
faid  before,  \s  not  perhaps  fo  eafy  a  Thing  as 
fome  People  may  imagine.  Many  Gentlemen  are 
apt  to  think  that  we  know  as  well  what  they  are 
going  to  fay,  as  they  themfelves ;  and  under  this 
falfe  Suppofition,  don't  give  us  half  the  Inftrudions 
which  it  is  necefTary  we  ihould  have  to  underftand 
what  we  are  going  about.  Sometimes  a  Melfage  is 
fo  perplex 'd  and  intricate,  that  it  requires  us  to  be 
very  attentive  and  quick  of  Appreheniion  to  i  ider- 
lland  the  Meaning  of  it ;  and  our  Mailers  very  well 
know,  at  Icaft  they  take  the  Liberty  to  tell  us  (o^  that 
we  arc  but  dull  flupid  Dogs  at  bell ;  how  then  can 
they  be  angry  at  us  for  not  apprehending,  what  they 
themfelves  are  fometimes  at  a  Lofs  to  explain  ?  But 
this  by  the  bye.  The  Duty  of  a  Mafter,  when  he  ] 
gives  any  Menage,  the  Meaning  of  which  is  not  to 
us  very  obvious,  is  to  make  it  as  plain  and  intelligi- 
ble as  he  can,  and  not  only  dired  his  Words,  but  his 
Looks  towards  us ;  for  the  Countenance  of  the  Speak- 
er will  fometimes  confirm  what  his  Words  have  left 
doubtful. 

DISCRETION. 

DISCRETION  is  an  Excellent  Qualification  in  Ser- 
vants, and  being  very  rare  aud  nncommon  a- 
mongil  them,  ought  to-be  much  valued.  A  Gentleman 
may  get  an  honeft,  a  careful,  or  a  diligent  Servant,  with- 
out much  Difficulty,  but  a  difcreet  one  is  feldom  to 
be  found.  And  indeed,  (amongft  us,  the  Generality  of 
whom  are  in  a  Manner  without  Education)  it  is 
not  much  to  be  wonder'd  at ;  for  to  be  difcreet,  a 
Man  muft  have  good  Senfe,  Judgment,  and  Reflec- 
tion 5 
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don ;  he  mull  penetrate  into  the  Gaufe$  and  Mo- 
tives of  other  People's  Adions,  and  confider  the 
Confequences  of  his  own,  without  which  he  walks, 
as  it  were,  in  the  Dark,  a6ts  at  random,  and  will  per- 
petually be  running  into  Blunders  and  Miftakes. 

How  happy  then  ought  that  Man  to  account 
himfelf,  who  is  blefs'd  with  a  difcreet  and  intelli- 
gent Servant?  His  Commands  are  received  with  At- 
tention, underftood  without  Repetition,  and  per- 
formed without  Gonfufion.  He  is  not  tormented 
with  the  Nonfcnfe  and  Impertinence,  which  for 
Want  of  Difcretion,  the  Generality  of  us  are  daily 
guilty  of.  In  fhort,  when  a  Man  is  ferv'd  by  a 
wife  and  difcreet  Servant,  he  is  free  from  any  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  his  Gondud  in  whatfoever  he  entrufts 
him  with,  or  employs  him  about. 

Thus  I  have  en^eavourM,  without  being  partial 
in  the  Behalf  of  my  Fellow-Servants,  to  let  the 
Duty  of  Mailers  in  a  jull  Light,  which  I  hope  I 
have  done  modellly,  and  without  Oifence.  I  have 
not  endeavoured  to  extenuate  the  Faults  of  Servants, 
nor  to  aggravate  thofe  of  Mailers;  on  the  contrary, 
I  have  condemn  d  the  firft  with  Freed^om,  but  the 
lail  with  Gautiono 
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SERFITUDE. 

A 
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SERVITUDE, 

R  O  T  H  E  R  S  in  Servitude  attend  the 

Song, 

To  you  its  Precepts  and  its  Rules  bc- 

Jong. 

Wholeiome  Advice  the  friendly  Mufe  indites, 

And  for  your  Good  your  Fellovv-Servant  writes- 

Not  that  I  think  my  felt  compleat  or  free 

From  thofe  Defeds  which  I  in  others  fee : 

But  Priefts,  you  know,  'gainft  Drunkennefs  will  cry. 

Yet  from  the  Pulpit  to  the  Tavern  fly^ 

So  I  by  Precept,  not  Example,  ihew 

What  'tis  WQ  ought  to  be,   and  what  we  ought 

to'  do. 

HO- 


HONESTY. 

FIRST,  let  ftria  Jaftice  in  oar  Breafts  refidcp 
And  Truth  and  Honeily  our  Actions  guide : 
Let  no  Temptations  draw  us  to  abufe 
The  Trufl  which  Mailers  in  our  Faith  repofe ; 
Refied:  how  vile,  how  bafe  'twou'd  be  to  cheat 
The  Man  who  cloaths  us,  and  whofe  Bread  we  eat 
Then,  to  be  branded  with  the  odious  Name 
Of  one  not  to  be  truftedjfpoils  our  Fame. 
What  Mailer  can  commend  us  when  we  go? 
Or  who  will  keep  us  when  they  find  us  fo? 
For  find  us  out  they  furely  will  at  lafl, 
Some  Circumllance  mifmanag'd  in  our  Hafte 
The  Crime  betrays,  or  fome  malicious  Eye. 
Watchful  of  Mifchief  does  the  Fault  defcry. 
Or  grant  you  are  fo  dexterous  in  Deceit, 
As  undifcover'd  to  go  thro'  the  Cheat, 
Yet  future  Strife  with  Partners  may  reveal 
Thr  latent  Crime,  and  all  the  Secret  tell :  ^ 
Strait  your  difcharg'd,  your  Reputation  lofl. 
Nor  can  you  hope  to  gain  a  (econd  Poft. 

N  o  T  fo  the  honefl  Man,  his  peaceful  Breafl, 
Nor  Doubts,  nor  Fears,  nor  guilty  Thoughts  mo- 

leil; 
Jull  his  Defigns,  his  A6lions  all  are  juft, 
He  gains  his  Mailer's  Love,  Efteem,  and  Truft. 
Int'rell,   that  fly  Seducer  of  the  Will, 
Can  never  move  his  Heady  Soul  to  IlL 

*      Nor 
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Nor  IS  he  juffi  but  in  his  Mailer's  View, 

When  Fear  of  being  caught  may  keep  him  true. 

Abfent  or  prefent,  'tis  the  very  fame  ; 

He  fliuns  the  Guilt  more  than  he  dreads  the  Shame 

And  fcorns  to  a6t,    tho'  fafe,  a  Thing  that  merits) 

Blame. 

Thus  after  long  Experience  oft  has  prov'd 
His  Heady  Virtue  is  not  to  be  moved, 
Of  his  known  Faithfulnefs  fo  well  afTur'd, 
From  Fears  of  Fraud  his  Mailer  refls  fecur'd : 
And,  Ihould  Occafion  happen,  in  his  Breall, 
His  Gold,  his  Secrets,  or  his  Life  might  relL 
This  gains  us  Love,  by  this  alone  we  climb 
Up  to  our  Mailer's  Favour  and  Eileem  : 
And,  if  it  ever  in  his  Power  lie, 
A  better  Pofl  rewards  our  long  Fidelity* 

CAREFULNESS. 

BUT   HoneHy,  tho'  highly  to  be  priz'd, 
As  that  in  which  mofl  Virtues  are  compriz'd: 
Is  not,  alone,  fufEcient  to  compleat 
Him,  who  in  Servitude  mufl  earn  his  Meat. 
*Tis  not  enough  that  we  ourfelvcs  are  true^ 
We  mufl  take  Care  that  others  are  fo  too  ; 
For  fhould  we  be  unmindful  of  out  Trufl, 
^Tis  much  the  fame,  as  if  we  were  unjufl  : 
If  others  cheat,  embezzle,  and  purloin. 
Through  my  Negled,    the   Fault  as  much  isj 

mine. 
As  if  I  aftually  with  them  combine* 


For 
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For  Mailers  on  our  Care  as  much  relj^ 
As  on  our  Jullice  and  Integrity  : 
Therefore  to  them  it  is  the  felf-fame  Gheat;> 
'Or  done  by  Carelelnefs,  or  by  Deceit. 

Daniel  Decant  an  honeil  Butler  was, 
As  ever  tapp'd  a  Cask,  or  fiU'd  a  Glafs  ; 
He  never  wrong'd  his  Mailer  of  a  Cup, 
And,  for  his  own  Part,  rarely  drank  a  Sup  ; 
But  Daniel^  now  and  then,  if  call'd  away, 
In  heedlefs  Hafte  nans  and  forgets  his  Key, 
This  in  the  Door  the  thirily  Coachman  fpies  ; 
He  tips  the  Wink  to  Tom^  'Tom  minds  his  Eyes  ; 
Joyful  down  Stairs  they  halle,  their  Thirft  appeafc, 
And  three  or  four  the  largeft  Bottles  feize. 
Which  to  a  private  Hole  conveyed  by  Stealth, 
Serve  at  convenient  Times  to  drink  poor  DanieFs 

Health,, 
Here  Daniel  cheats  his  Mailer  by  Negleft, 
As  rafuch  as  if  he  really  did  the  Fad ; 
For  fo  much  Wine,  if  from  his  Cellar  gone, 
Is  fo  much  Lofs,  which  Way  foe'er  'tis  done. 
Let  us  be  careful  then  as  well  as  juil. 
So  iliall  our  Mailers  fafely  us  intruil. 

OBEDIENCE. 

^"[EXT,    as  we're  Servants,    Mailers  at  oar 
^         Hands 
'Exped  Obedience  to  all  juil  Commands; 
vWhich,  if  v/e  rightly  think,  is  but  their  Due, 
Nor  more  than  we  in  Reafon  ought  to  do. 

Pur* 


furchas'd.  by  annual  Wages,  Cloaths,  and  Meat,  ' 
Theirs  is  our  Time,  our  Hands,   our  Head,   our 

Feet:/ 
\^e. think,  defign,  and  a6i:  at  their  Command, 
And,  as  their  Plcafure  varies,  walk  or  ftand  ; 
Whilfl  vt-c  receive  the  covenanted  Hire, 
A61;ive  Obedience  juftly  they  require  : 
If  we  diflike,  and  think  it  too  fevere, 
We're  free  to  leave,  and  feck  a  Place  elfewherc- 

DILIGENCE. 

OF  Diligence  I  now  proceed  to  iing : 
O  may.the  Mufe  perfwafive  Influence  bring ! 
And  one  would  think  few  Words  might  ferve  t'en^ 

force, 
Becaufe  th'  Advantage  'rifmg  from^t  is  ours. 
But  fbme,  I  doubt,  are  fo  with  Sloth  poiTeil, 
They  can't  embrace  it,  tho'  they  know  'tis  bei!:  ; 
Loitering  they  ftand,  their  Bufmefs  all  to  do, 
'Till  the  lall  Pinch,  and  then  they  flur  it  thro' 
Half  done,  half  undone,  and  amidft  their  Throng 
Tis  ten  to  one,  but  fomething  is  done  wrong. 

Not  fo  yack  Szvifi  ;  he  lays  a  Method  down, 
Proceeds  in  Buiinefs  regularly  on, 
And  follows  it  v/ith  Vigour  'till  'tis  done. 
One  Hour  for  this,  and  one  for  that  ordains. 
Nor  lets  th'^  appointed  Time  flip  idly  thro'   his 

Hands. 
His  Bufinefs  thus  purfu'd  by  juil  Degrees, 
Is  fooneft  doncj  and  done  with  grcateft  Eafe  ; 

C2  ^  For 


(    20  } 

For  when  a  conftant  Application's  us'd, 
Tho*  full  employed  we  never  are  confus'd  ; 
We  never  feem  embarrafs'd  with  our  Throng, 
ISJor  run  fo  much  the  Rifque  of  doing  wrong 
We  thus  for  all  Contingencies  prepare, 
Whatever  happens  we  have  Time  to  fpare. 
But  he  who  to  the  laft  his  Bulinefs  drives, 
If  any  unexpeded  Thing  arrives, 
His  Mafter's  forcd  to  cat  with  half-clean'd 

Knives. 
Which,  if  he  chance  to  fee,  and  blames  the  Crimc^ 

His  bell  Excufe  is &>,  I  had  no  Time. 

I  did  not  know  of  TbiSj  and  That^  and  That  ^ 
But  truft  me,  Brothers,  this  is  idle  Chat  ;  '\ 
Such  lame  Excufes  won't  the  Fault  attonc, 
Mafters  expe6t  to  have  their  Bufinefs  done. 
Expeft  that  we  fliould  think,  and  have  Regard 
To  what  but  may  be,  and  fo  ftand  prepared. 


s 


0/ SUBMISSION  to  REBUKES, 

Ubmiffion  next  mufl  an  Admittance  find, 
^  The  humble  Liv'ry  of  a  Servant's  Mind; 
By  which  we  ought  to  be  diHinguifli'd  more, 
Th^n  by  the  Liveries  on  our  Bodies  wore  : 
For  Haughtinefs  and  Pride  but  ill  agrees 
With  one  whofe  Duty  'tis  to  ferve  and  pleafe. 
Not  that  we  fliould  fubmit  to  be^r  the  Blame ' 
For  others  Crimes,  and,  Guiltlefs,  fuffer  Shame 
We  are  not  bound  to  hear  ourfelves  abus'd, 
Falfly  calum.niated  and  accuse. 


Without 


Without  prefuiping  in  our  own  Defence, 
To  fpeak  a  Word  to  clear  our  Innocence.' 
This  is  not  what  I  mean ;  'tis  only  Words, 
Or  odd  peculiar  Humours  of  our  Lords  : 

I  For  Humours  all  Mankind,  or  more  or  lefs, 

'  Of  one  or  of  another  kind  poflefs, 
A  different  Temper  in  each  Mind's  difplay'd, 
All  have  their  Ways,  and  all  will  be  obeyed  : 
And  let  me  ask  one  Queftion ;  Is  it  fit 
That  they  to  us,  or  we  to  them,  fubmit  ? 
Mufl  they  to  pleafure  us  their  Paffions  fway,  ^ 

And  every  little  Humour  cafl  away ;  > 

Or  we  to  pleafure  them,  thofe  Whims  obey?        J, 
No,  we  with  Patience  muit  fuch  Ills  endure, 
For  not  by  changing  can  we  find  a  Cure. 

■     .■      NE  AT  NESS. 

BU  T  hitherto  weVe  only  had  Refped 
To  what  concerns  the  Mind  or  Intelledk ; 
'Tis  true,  internal  Qualities  conduce 
To  greater  Ends,  and  are  of  greater  Ufe, 
Than  thofe  which  only  ferve  for  outward  Show, 
As  powder*d  Wiggs,  clean  Shirts,  and  fuch  like  do: 
Yet  thefe  are  neceifary,  and  'tis  fit, 
That  tbpfe,   whom  Time  and  Buiniefs  will  per- 
mit. 
Appear  before  their  Mailers  always  clean  and' 

neat. 

But  don't  ye  r^n  into  affcfted  Ways, 
And  apifli  Geflures  pradis'd  now-a-days; 

Be 


Be  decent,  clean,  and  handfome,  but  not  nice; 
Refpedlful  and  well-bred,  but  not  precife. 
Preferve.a  Mean;  yet  of  the  two  Extreams, 
A  Fop  lefs-  odious  than  a  Sloven  feems. 

Of  Kece'roiiig  and  Delivering  MESSAGES. 

THOUGH  this  may  feem  an  eafy  Thing  to 
do, 
I  fancy  it  may  bear  a  Word  or  two : 
Nay,  I  believe  there's  fome  are  glad  to  own, 
That  it*s  as  nice  a  Point  as  any  one. 
Sam  Shoulder-'knot  was  one,  who  us'd  tofwear, 
He'd  fooner  take  a  Caufe  from  Wejiminft^rj 
Or  bring  a  Sermon  from  the  Church  Verbatim^ 
Than  take  a  Meflage  from  my  Lady  F---. 
My  Lady  call'd  me  up,  fays  Sam^  one  Day, 
Go  Sam,  fays  flie,  and  look'd  another  Way, 
Go  to  my  Lady  Trifle's,  and  d*ye  heatj 
'Tell  her  Vm  jufl  a-going  jhe  knows  where  ; 
^nd^  if  Jhe  think  it  proper ^  when  I'm  outj 
til  fee  the  '^arty  whoyn  fhe  fpoke  ah  out 
M  Madam  L  --  -'j,  fhe' II  know  who  you  mean^ 

And  ask  if  Mifirefs  P he  within^ 

And  tell  her  Mr,  F 's  in  Town^ 

And  would  he  glad^  if  he  cou'd  do't  unknown^ 

Tofee.Mifs  B ,  before  he  goeth  downy 

^4nd  let  me  fee ^  -  -  "• 

HERE  (be  run  on^  quoth  Sam,    to  fomething 

new  J 
But  not  worth  while  repeating  now  to  you ; 

And 
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'And  fo  confounded  me  before  (he'd  done^ 

That  I  fcau^  knew  what  fied  leen  talking  on. 

:    Tho'  this  may  be  the  Cafe  of  one  or  two, 
I  can't  believe  that  there  are  many  fo; 
Our  Blunders  and  Miftakes  more  oft  procced,- 
I'm  apt  to  think,  from  want  of  taking  Heed, 
From  Inattention  or  Forgetfulnefs, 
.Than  from  our  Maffcer's  Fault,  or  Miftrefs's. 

When  we  receive  a  Meflage,  if  we  Hand 
To  hear  the  Words,  and  to  receive  Command, 
We  think  we've  done  enough,  fo  poil  away, 
Nor  till  we  come  to  fpeak  think  what  we  have  to 

•       ^     %5 

This  caufes  Hefitation  and  Surprize,  '\ 

And  thus  diforder'd  we  our  Thoughts  revife,        > 
And  hence  Confufion  and  Miftakes  arife.  J 

We  \yant  to  fpeak,  but  know  not  what  to  fay, 
So  jumble  Things  together  any  Way. 

To  remedy  this  Evil,  firft  take  care 
To  get  the  Meaning  of  the  Words  you  hear ; 
Find  the  Defign  and  End  for  which  you're  fent,   y 
Think  of  each  Gircumftance,  and  what  it  meant,  > 
And  this  will  any  grofs  Miftake  prevent.  J 

But  in  fome  Cafes  it  is  neceflary. 
Each  fingle  individual  Word  to  carry ; 
For  fometimes  in  a  Word  which  may  appear 
To  us,  but  little  or  no  Weight  to  bear, 
Some  fecrct  Hint  or  Intimation  lies. 
Unknown  to  us,  nor  fecn  by  vulgar  Eyes. 

DIS- 
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DISCRETION. 

DISCRETION  next  Ihall  fill  the  humble 
Theme, 
Difcretion  never  fails  to  gain  Efteem. 
Tho'  there  may  be  rhore  fliining  Qualities, 
Yet  none  more  ufeful  will  be  found  than  this : 
This  guides  our  Virtues  right,    and  checks  our 

Crimes, 
And  teaches  how  to  aft  at  proper  Times.' 
Forbids  us  now  to  fpeak,  and  now  commands, 
And  all  our  Pailions  within  Bounds  rellrains : 
Learns  us  with  Patience  little  Ills  to  bear,  Y 

And,  unprovoked,  in  humble  Silence  hear,  > 

A  pee\  iih  Mafter  fcold  and  domineer.  3 

For  Words  may  aggravate  a  trifling  Jarr, 
Which  Silence  would  have  quench'd,  into  a  lafting 

War. 
ReafoDs  and  Arguments  arc  urg*d  in  vain, 
While  Paffion  drives,  and  Anger  holds  the  Rein: 
Wait  but  a  Moment,  till  the  Tempeft  ceafe, 
Then  you  may  fpeak,  be  heard,    and  clear  yourfelf 

with  Eafe. 

Further  you're  by  this  ufeful  Virtue  taught, 
To  think  beforehand  what  may  be  a  Fault  j 
To  judge  what  Confequences  may  enfue 
From  what  you  are  about  to  fay  or  do  ; 
To  a61:  with  Caution,  and  with  Caution  fpeak, 
Nor  e'er,  without  Occafion  Silence  break  : 


And 
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And  when  a  Queftion's  ask'd,  let  your  Replies 

Be  pertinent,  pejipicuous,  and  concife  ^ 

But  jull  enough  to  make  your  Meaning  clear, 

And  fit  for  you  to  fpeak,  and  them  to  hear. 

But  above  all  be  careful  to  conceal 

What  paffes  in  the  Houfe  in  which  you  dwell ; 

Your  Mailer's  Houfe  his  Clofet  ought  to  be, 

Where  all  are  Secrets  which  you  hear  or  fee : 

Things    which    may    feem    of    fmalleft    Confe-? 

•quence, 
Ought  not  by  any  Means  be  carried  thence  ; 
For  he  who  indifcreetly  babbles  fmall  Things, 
May  be  fufpeded  of  the  fame  in  all  Things. 

These,  and  yet  moire  untold  Advantages, 
Guide    the    Difcreet,    and    teach    him    how  to 

pleafe : 
Teach    him   with   punning  Skill   to   fearch  and 

find 
The  darling  Humours  6f  a  Mailer's  Mind; 
Which  once  difcover'id,  we  with  Eafe  attain 
The  Art  to  pleafe  him^  and  his  Favour  gain: 
Thefe  are  the  chief,  but  we  mufl  add  to  thefe^ 
A  thoufand  other  little  Niceties, 
To  Servants  only  known,  which  tho'  they  feem 
To  fome  but  Trifles,  are  not  fo  to  them. 
A  Word  well-tim'd,  or  fome  fmall  Adlion  done. 
In  which  a  vifible  good  Meaning  ftione, 
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Is  oft  with  fecret  Approbation  feen, 
And  the  firll  Rife  to  many  a  one  has  beeii* 

In  ftiort,  this  Virtue  in  a  Servant's  Breaft^ 
Brightens  and  adds  a  Value  to  the  reft  ;• 
Sets  us  at  work  at  proper  Times,  and  gives 
Rules  to   our  Words,    our    A6lions,     and    ou^ 
Lives. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

FTER  having  digefled  the  foregoing 
Thoughts  upon  the  Duty  of  Mailers 
and  Servants  into  the  Order  you  now 
fee  them,  I  ventured  to  lliew  my  Per- 
formance to  a  Perfon  of  my  Acquain- 
tance, who  upon  reading  them  over,  told  me  he  won- 
dered I  had  not  taken  notice  of  a  late  Pamphlet, 
entitled,  Every  Body's  Bujinefs^  is  no  Bodys  Bufuiefsy 
done  by  one,  who  writes  himfelf  Andrew  Moreton 
Efq;  .  I  told  him  I  had  never  feen  it ;  and  upon  his 
anfwering  it  would  be  worth  my  while,  I  bought 
the  Book.  Upon  Perufal,  I  found  it  Ituft  with  no- 
thing^ in  the  World  but  opprobrious  Railings,  and 
ipiteful  Invectives  againft  the  Pride,  Lazinefs,  and 
Dilhoneity  of  Gentlemen's  Servants, 

What  particular  Reafons  this  Gentleman  might 
have  for  the  heavy  Charge  which  he  hath  exhibited 
againft  us,  I  cannot  politively  a&m ;  but  it  feems, 
as  if  the  firft  Rife  of  his  Quarrel  with  us  proceeded 
from  two  or  three  grofs  Blunders,  which  he  con* 
feifes  himfelf  to  have  been  guilty  of,  in  miitakin^ 
the  Maid  for  the  Mil^refs.  This,  I  fuppofe,  fo 
mightily  incens'd  the  poor  Gentleman,  that  he  was 
refolv'd,  if  poffible,  to  be  reveng'd  upon  the  whole 
Body  oi  us  at  once.     And,  in  order  to  it,  he  firft 

attacks 


■attacks  us  in  the  Article  of  Wages,  in  which  he  is 
pkas'd  to  think  we  are  very  exorbitant,  and  endea- 
vours to  reduce  them  from  feven  or  eight  Pounds  a  , 
Year,  .to  two  or  three,  imagining,  to  be  fure,  that 
by  this  Means  he  Ihould  effeftually  fecurc  the  Maid- 
Servants  for  the  future,  from  leading  him  into  any 
Errors  by  their  fine  Cloaths. 

But  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  this  Imputation,  he 
enumerates  feveral  Inconveniences  w^hich  he  would 
perfuade  us  arife  from  Servants  wearing  Silks,  Cot- 
tons, and  painted  Linnens.  And  firS,  he  wifely 
thinks  'tis  detrimental  to  our  Woollen  Manufac- 
ture,not  conlidering  that  there  are  very  few  Silks  worn 
amongll  Serv^ants,  but  w^hat  are  their  Ladies  caft 
Gloaths,which  if  they  was  not  to  wear,  would  be  fold 
to  the  old  Cloath-Shops,  and  worn  amonglt  the  com- 
mon People's  Wives  and  Daughters;  and  where  then 
would  be  the  Difference,  with  refped:  to  the  Wool- 
len Manufadure  ? 

Well  ;  biit  fine  Cloaths  are  apt  to  fill  the  Head 
with  high  Thoughts;  they  grow  proud,  fays  he, 
and  for  fear  of  foiling  their  gay  Garments,  avoid 
all  Manner  of  Houlhold  Bufinefs  Very  good  ! 
what  becaufe  a  Servant  has  one  Silk  Gown,  or  fo, 
to  go  abroad  in  now  and  then,  does  it  follow,  that 
they  have  nothing  but  Silks  and  Sattins  to  do  the 
Drudgery  of  the  Houfe  in  ?  'Tis  very  probable, 
Sir,  if  you  had  feen  the  Chambcr-Maid  you  was  fo 
comphiifant  to,  an  Hour  or  two  before,  you  had 
found  her  in  another  Garb. 

But  this  is  not  all :  Our  Wives  and  Daughters, 
fays  he,  (tho',  by  the  Bye,  I  believe  he  never  hadj[the 
Honour  of  either,)  are  led  into  a  great  deal  of  Ex- 
travagance, by  endeavouring  to  go  finer  than  their 

Ser* 
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Servants.  A  very  likely  Story  !  and  a  handfome 
Compliment  to  the  Ladies,  I  mull  needs  confefs, 
as  if  a  fine  Woman  had  nothing  to  diflinguifli  her 
from  a  Servant,  but  the  Richnefs  of  her  Apparel  In- 
deed, with  a  Gentleman  of  'SquircfMoreto^/s  elegant 
Tafte,  we  find  a  Cook  or  a  Houfe-Maid,  if  flie  ap- 
pear in  any  Thing  of  a  toUerable  Drefs,  is  eafily 
miflaken  for  a  fine  Lady. 

These  are  a  few  of  his  ill  Confequences  arifing 
from  Servants  wearing  Silks,  Cottons,  and  painted 
Linnens ;  and  I  could  mention  fe\'eral  others  equal- 
ly trifling  and  ridiculous  ;  but,  arnongll  the  reft^  I 
cannot  omit  his  pitifully  taking  Notice  of  its  en- 
hancing the  Article  of  Sope  :  Nothing  in  the  World 
could  have  more  betrayed  his  mean  and  fordid  Tem- 
per, than  this  low  ungentlemanlike  Remark.  Til  an- 
fwer  for  it,  allowing  a  Servant  to  have  a  Gown 
wafli'd  amongfl  the  refl  of  the  CI  oaths  every  Week, 
which  is  more  than  moll  of  them  have,  that  five 
Shillings  extraordinary,  in  a  whole  Twelvemonth,  is 
the  Outfide  of  this  mighty  Expence. 

From  our  Pride^'he  proceeds  to  our  Pilfering. 
And  here  too,  with  his  ufual  Jullnefs  and  Good- 
Nature,  he  accufcs  us  in  the  Lump,  makes  no  Sup- 
pofition  that  fomc  of  us  may  be  honell :  no,  no  ; 
Never  a  Barrel  the  better  Herrwg.  You  may  wink 
and  chufe.  Gentlemen,  you  are  fure  to  cheated  ;  for 
a  Man  no  fooner  becomes  a  Servant,  but  he  becomes 
a  Villain  :  Honelly  and  Servitude  are  incompatablc. 
At  leaft,  this  is  what  Mr.  Moreton  would  perfwade 
tis.  But  Fhope  there  are  a  great  many  Gentlemen, 
whom  good  Experience  hath  taught  a  better  Opi- 
pinion. 

But 
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But  let  us  fee  :  What  are  thefe  enormous  Crimeg 
which  he  lays  to  our  Charge  ?  Why,  pilfering  ot 
Tea,  Sugar,  Wine,  E^r.  for  Junkets  ;  going  to  Mar- 
ket, and  buying  one  Joint  of  Meat  for  our  Mailers, 
and  another  for  fome  poor  Friend  or  Relation  j  re-- 
ceiving  Brokerage,  as  he  calls  it ;  or  taking  fo  much 
in  the  Pound  of  our  Mailers  Tradefmen  when  we 
/  pay  their  Bills  :  Or,  in  Ihort,  giving  a  Sup  of  fmall 
/  Beer,  a  Bit  of  Bread,  or  broken  Viduals,  which  we 
cannot  eat,  to  any  poor  Body  at  the  Door ;  and  the 
like.  ^ 

.1  SHALL  not  go  about  to  extenuate  thefe  Crimes, 

I  6t  to  fay  we  are  not,  fome  of  us,  guilty  of  them  ; 

'/but,  I  hope,  he  will  give  me  Leave  to  think  we 

/  are  not  all  fo  ;  or  that,  if  we  were,  we  fliould  yet 

be  far  from   being  upon  a   Level   with  yonatbau 

Wild,     I  as  much  abhor  the  little  mean  Tricks  of 

Pilfering  as  any  Body  ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  u- 

ling  a  little  Sugar,  or  putting  two  or  three  Grains 

of  Tea  to  that  which  our  Mj»l!ers  and  Millrefles 

have  done  with,  is  fo  mighty  a  GrirKie,  as  to  deferve 

the  Coniideration  of  the  Legul^jt'/iree 

As  to  defrauding  our  Mafler^  in  laying  inPro- 
tlfions,  'tis  almoll  impolTible  to  do  it,  lince  molt 
Butchers  now  fend  in  a  Note  with  their  Meat  every 
f  Day :  But  if  there  be  any  (as  I  don't  deny  but 
\  there  may)  who  follow  this  villainous  Pradlice,  I 
agree  with  Mr,  Moreton^  that  they  ought  to  be 
treated  with  the  utmolt  Severity; 

But  as  to  the  Cuilom  of  taking  fo  much  in  the 
Pound  of  fome  particular  Traders,  when  we  pay 
their  Bills,  it  is  not  fo  much  we  that  exad:  it,  as  they 
that  allow  it  us ,  and  I  fee  no  Rcafon  in  the  World 

why 
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•why  they  fhould  not.  Gentlemen  take  larger 
Quantities  of  Provifions,  (^c.  than  common  People, 
their  Pay  is  generally  better,  and  their  Guftom  more 
valuable ;  which,  therefore,  left  a  Trader  fhould  lofe, 
he  thinks  a  Gratuity  to  the  Servant  not  ill  be- 
ftow'd. 

His  next  Endeavour  is  to  abrogate  the  good  and 
laudable  Guftom  of  giving  Vails  to  Servants  ;  in 
which,  I  think,  it  plainly  appears  that  mere  Spite 
and  Malice,  more  than  any  real  Grievance,  is  the 
Caufe  of  this  worthy  Gentleman's  appearing  in  Print 
againft  us  :  What  elfe  could  induce  one  whom  it 
nothing  at  all  concerns  (for  I  dare  fay  we  are  none 
of  us  a  Farthing  the  richer  from  his  Generolity)  to 
be  fo  ftrcnuous  in  the  aboliihing  of  it. 

This  Guftom  was  firft  introduced,  /ays  he^  to  en- 
courage theWell-deferving.  And  why  mayn't  it  be 
continued  for  the  fame  Purpofe  ftill  ?  Why  mayn't 
thofe  that  defer ve  well  be  encourag'd  now,  as  well 
as  formerly  ?  Is  not  Merit  as  valuable  now,  as  it  wast 
then  ?  For  my  Part,  I  can't  fee  how  Gentlemen  can 
beftow  a  Shilling  better,  than  in  thus  encouriiging 
each  other's  Servants  to  do  well ;  for  I  would  have 
all  my  Brother  Servants  to  look  upon  what  they 
receive,  as  given  them  with  that  Dejign  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly ufe  their  Endeavours  to  deferve  it. 

He  proceeds  from  this  to  take  away  from  us  the 
Liberty  of  giving  a  Month's  Wages,  or  a  Month's 
Warning.  ThiSj  with  Mr.  MoreWi^  is  an  intolera- 
ble Grievance,  and  which  he  would  very  fain  redrefs  ; 
though  1  cannot  perceive,  that  any  Thing  in  the 
World  could  be  more  juft  and  equitable.  But  he 
wants  to  have  us  faft  :  He  is  very  fenlible,  poor 

Man, 
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Man,  that  while  we  are  thus  at  Liberty,  he  fliall 
never  have  a  Servant  above  the  Date  of  a  Month  at 
longeft;  and 'tis  a  fad  Thing  that  he  muft  be  plagued 
with  ten  or  a  dozen  Fellov^s  every  Yeafj  to  remark 
the  fweet  Sayings  of  him  and  his- worthy  Friends  ; 
and  divulge  them  by  Turns  in  every  Part  of  the 
Town  :  This  is  not  to  be  born  with.  Weli,but  how 
mull  he  prevent  it  ?  Why,  by  giving  us  only  three 
or  four  Pounds  a- Year,  and  no  Vails.  An  effedual 
Remedy  !  ^rohatmi  efi.  To  be  fure  three  Pounds 
a  Year,  and  no  Vails,  with  fo  ggiod  aMafter  as  Squire 
Moreton^  is  preferable  to  double  the  Wages,  and 
Vails  to  boot,  with  any  Body  elfe  ;  that's  certain. 

If  it  were  worth  while  to  take  Notice  of  all  the 
little  fpiteful  Accufations,  with  which  he  endeavours 
to  blacken  us,  and  leffen  the  Elleem  of  our  Matters 
towards  us,  I  could  proceed  a  great  Way  further  ; 
but  I  grow  weary  of  the  SulDJedl,  and  ftiall  conclude 
at  prefent  with  an  hearty  and  fincere  Wifli,  that 
thofe  of  my  Brethren,  wha  do  aduaHy  i^efemble  the 
Pidlure  which  Squire  Moreton  has  drawn  of  them; 
may  never  meet  with  a  better  Mailer  than  he  to  etii- 
courage  them. 
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O  R,    T  H  E 

HOUSE-KEEPER'S 

COMPLAINT 

AGAINST 

The  infupportable Exactions,  and  par- 
tial Assessments  of 

Sele£t  Veftries,  &c. 

W*I  T  H    A 

Plain  Detection  of  many  Abuses  com^ 
mitted  in   the  Diftribution  of  Pqblick 
!    Charities: 

TOGETHER 

With  a  Prafticable  Proposal  for  Amendment  of 
the  fame  ;  which  will  net  only  take  otf  great 
Part  of  the  Parish  Taxes  now  fubfifting^  but 
eafe  Parifhioners  from  ferving  troublefome 
Offices,    or  paying  exox',{>itant  Fines. 
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PAROCHIAL 

TYRANNY: 

OR,  THE 

HOUSE-KEEPErs 

COMPLAINT,  c^f. 


T  IS  never  too  late  to  mend : 
For  tho'  Cuftom  (the  De- 
light of  Fools,  and  plague 
ot  Men  of  Senfe)  may  plead 
much  in  Defence  of  Pa- 
rochial Government;  yet 
Experience  makes  it  moft 
evident,  that  like  other  well  intended 
Things,  it  is  fo  far  abcsM,  as  to  become 
a  Nulance,  and  therefore  cries  aloud  for 
Redrefe,  or  at  leaft  Amendnient. 

B  Many 
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Many  things  might  be  neceflary  for- 
merly, which  are  not  fo  now ;  Time 
altering  their  Nature  much,  but  Cor- 
ruption  more :  No  doubt  but  Pariflhes 
were  divided  for  Order  and  Convenience 
fake,  but  they  little  thought  in  thofe 
Days  how  far  the  Projefl:  would  be  im- 
proved by  defigning  Men,  who  have  en- 
haunc'd  Parifh  Taxes  to  above  treble 
their  old  Standard,  and  yet  the  Poor  are 
not  near  To  well  provided  for  ;  thefe 
cunning  Vultures  fcreening  themfelves  be- 
hind old  Laws,  fo  that  nothing  but  new 
ones,  and  thofe  more  coercive,  can  reftrain 
then*  unlimited  Power,  and  Mercil^fs  Op- 
predion. 

The  King  cannot  raife  Money  without 
his  Lords  and  Commons,  nor  they  with- 
out the  Royal  Affent,  fo  happy  are  we  in 
our  Prefent  Eftablifliment;  but  our  Parifh 
Tyrants  are  more  arbitrary,  they  afTefs, 
re-allefs,  and  diftrefs  at  pleafure  :  The 
Wealthy  cry  out,  and  think  themfelvqs 
opprefs'd,  the  Middling  People  are  put 
backward  in  their  Endeavours  to  thrive, 
and  the  Meaner  Sort  are  fqueez'd  to  the 
laft  Drop  ;  infomuch  that  thofe  who  are 
not  poor  ftand  fair  to  be  made  fo,  and 
thofe  who  are  poor  may  be  fure  to 
continus  fo  to  their  Lives  End. 

The 
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The  Government  all  this  while  bears 
the  Burthen  of  Reproaches,  and  the  King 
and  Parliament  are  unjuftly  blam'd  for  the 
ExaSipns  of  Seleft  Veftries.  Taxes  were 
never  fo  high  in  this  World  before^ 
this  is  the  Cry  every  where;  when 
alas  it  is  not  the  King's  Tax,  but 
the  Parish  Tax,  which  pinches  the  poor 
Houfe-keeper.  The  King's  Tax  is  paid 
by  the  Landlord,  who  is  indeed  moft  able  ; 
but  the  poor  Tenant  is  fqueez'd  by  the 
Parifh  Harpies,  who  make  him  pay  at 
leaiiasmuch  to  the  Poor,  as  his  Landlord 
pays  to  the  King ;  nay  in  fome  of  the 
Out-PariOies,  the  Poor's  Rate  by  much 
exceeds  the  King's  Tax,  The  only  Tax  the 
Tenant  pays  the  King  is  to  the  Window 
Lights,  and  that  but  a  very  Trifle ;  but  to 
the  Parifii  he  muft  pay  the  Parfon's  Rate, 
the  Church-Rate,  the  Poor's-Rate,  the 
Over-Rate,  or  Superfluous  and  Extrava- 
gant-Rate, befides  the  Scavenger,  the 
Sewers,  the  Watch,  the  Highways,  the 
Orphans,  (if  in  the  City)  the  Trophies, 
and  other  Rates  without  Number :  Info- 
much  that  our  Doors  are  eternally  haunted 
at  a  moft  unreafonable  Rate,  by  thefe 
Vultures,  who  eat  poor  Tradefmen  up 
alive,  and  give  them  not  the  leaft  Time  to 
reft  and  recruit  themfelves. 

B  2       .  But 
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But  I  truft  we  have  a  King  arid  Parlia- 
ment  now,  will  clip  the  Wings  of  thefe 
Harpies,  and  make  ihem  give  an  account 
of  their  Stevvardfhips,  nor  fulTcr  them  to 
tax  or  excufe  whom  they  pltafe,  according 
to  their  Humour  or  Prejudice ;  this  is 
univerfally  complained  of,  and  is  the  higheft 
Injufrice.  The  Landlord  pays  no  more  to 
the  King,  than  fo  much  in  the  Pound, 
the  Tenant  pays  but  according  to  the 
Number  of  Windows  in  his  Houle,  nor  is 
one  SubjeQ:  favour\1  more  than  another, 
but  all  pay  according  to  their  refpeftive 
Poffdlionsf 

But  woe  to  thofe  Houfc-keepers  who 
difobiige  the  Veftry  Gentry,  v^'ho  are  of 
a  different  Party  or  Principle,  who  have 
or  may  refufe  to  vote  in  ail  Elections 
National  or  Parochial,  according  to  their 
Directions,  thefe  fhail  be  faddled  with 
Offices,  Fines  and  double  Taxes,  as  has 
been  the  Cafe  of  but  too  many  lince  our 
late  Eledions. 

In  moil  Villages  adjacent  to  London^ 
wheie  the  Gentry  and  Tradefmen  I'etire 
for  Heal'ch  and  Air,  they  are  fure  to  be 
rid  to  Deaih  by  thefe  farifh  Jockeys,  who 
know  no  Mercy  I  and'  I  doubt  not  make 
a  good  Livehhood  out  of  them.  It  is 
fhaMictu!  to  think  what  Taxes  are  paid 
where  there  are  but  lew  Poor,  except  the 

Church- 
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Church-wardens,  (jc.  who  grow  rich  at 
the  Parifh  Charge,  and  fatten  themfelves 
with  what  they  extort  from  the  Parifh, 
Sometimes  indeed  the  Parifhioners  grumble 
and  are  for  Law,  but  they  are  foon  quelPd, 
the  Veftry  beat  'em  with  their  own 
Weapons,  (  i..  e.  )  with  their  own  Money, 
and  Every-Bodies  Bufinefs  becomes  No-  j 
Bodies,  'till  at  laft  all  pay  quietly,  and 
put  their  Necks  tamely  into  the  Collar. 

Since  therefore  we  are  tax'd  by  the 
Government,  but  according  to  the  Lands 
or  Tenements  wc  pofTefs,  the  Merchan- 
dizes we  import,  and  the  excifeable  Com- 
modities we  confume,  and  that  no  farther 
than  what  we  freely  grant  of  our  felves, 
by  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament, 
why  fliould  thefe  Parifh  Tyrants  tax  us 
at  random,  and  make  it  penal  to  be 
induftrious  :  For  Example,  if  I  pay  the 
King  his  Right,  he  has  no  farther  Demand 
upon  me,  and  I  am  at  Liberty  to  call 
what  I  get  by  my  Labour,  my  Qwn, 
without  being  callM  to  an  account ;  a 
Happinefs  peculiar  to  this  Nation.  But 
thefe  Parifh  Blood-fuckers  will  not  let  me 
come  off  lb,  for  if  by  my  Induftry  and 
Succefs,  I  furnifh  my  Houfe  with  a  little 
Plate,  (j-c.  or  other  handfome  Furniture, 
this  is  an  immediate  Eye-fore  to  the  Veflry 
Gentry,  and  they  charge  me  fo  much  the 

more 
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more  for  Stock,  fo  that  in  a  few  Years 
I  pay  dear  for  my  Finery,  and  if  I  would 
fave  my  Purfe,  muft  conceal  my  Subftance ; 
and  for  what  Reafon,  not  for  Fear  of  the 
King,  (as  is  the  Cafe  of  feme  neighbour- 
ing Nations)  but  for  Fear  of  the  Church- 
wardens, forfooth. 

Thus,  while  our  Gracious  King  fubjefls 
even  his  own  Royalty  to  our  Liberty  and 
Property,  thefe  Villains  fubjefl:  cur  Proper- 
ties  to  their  Avarice,  and  make  us  pay 
for  our  very  Furniture. 

As  we  know  what  Demands  the  Go- 
vernment have  upon  us,  we  are  in  no 
Fear  of  Re-aflejQTm.ents,  dra  our  Receipts 
are  our  Vouchers,  nor  can  we  be  imposed 
upon^  but  there*s  no  End  ;oParifh  Taxes, 
we  know  not  when  we  have  paid,  but 
Book  fucceeds  Book,  and  Re-afleffment 
follows  Re-affefTment,  without  End  or 
Reafon- 

The  Charge  and  Trouble  of  giving 
Receipts  would  be  but  fmaP,  in  Compari- 
fon  to  ihe  Eafe  and  Satisiaction  it  would 
give  the  Parifliioners ;  but  it  is  too  honeft, 
too  fair  a  ^Method  for  Parifh  Tyrants  co 
follow. 

I  would  fain  learn  by  what  Kalendar 
they  go;  Our  Almanack  divides  the  Year 
into  Four  Quarters,  but  thefe  Gentlemen 
can   make   Ten    or    a    Dozen    at    leaft^ 

were 
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vere    the    Government    to    do    fo    too, 
the  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  us. 

If  the  Government  receives  but  a  Shil. 
ling  of  the  Subjeft,  there  is  a  Receipt 
given  for  a  Voucher,  but  Farifh  Officers 
give  no  other  Satisfaction  for  your  Pay- 
ment, than  croffing  the  Book  with  a  Pen- 
cil, which  may  be  rubb'd  out  with  a  Piece 
of  Bread  at  pleafure,  and  you  oblig'd  to 
pay  over  again.  Nay  while  they  have 
all  the  Cards  thus  in  their  own  Hands,  if 
they  are  not  honeft,  they  may  make  dupli- 
cates of  their  Books,  and  coIleO:  the  fame 
Rate  over  and  over  again  ;  as  has  been 
the  Cafe  in  feveral  Parifhes. 

Were  the  Poor  to  have  the  Money  col- 
lefted,  and  the  Parifhioners  fatisfy'd  it 
was  rightly  apply'd,  it  would  not  be 
Matter  of  fuch  Complaint,  but  for  them 
to  collefl  what  they  think  fir,  to  diftribute 
it  as  they  think  fit,  and  give  what  Ac- 
count they  think  fir,  is  intolerable :  This 
makes  their  Partiality  moft  evident,  Load- 
ing fome,  and  Excufing  others  ;  whereas, 
were  all  to  have  Neighbour's  Fare,  that 
is  to  fay,  to  pay  according  to  their  feveral 
Rents,  it  would  not  fall  fo  heavy  on  thofe 
who  do  pay  :  For  if  one  is  excus'd  out  of 
three,  the  Burthen  mufl;  confequently  fall 
heavier  on  the  other  two.  Why  are  not 
their  Books  open  to  general  InfpeQion, 

that 
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that  we  may  fee  by  whom  the  Money  i^ 
paid,  to  whom  it  is  paid,  and  whetJier 
any  is  left  to  be  carried  on  to  another 
Quarter,  and  leflenthe  facceeding  Charge: 
This  would  be  but  fair  Dealing,  and  I 
think,  reafonabie  Satisfaftion  to  be  given 
us  for  our  Money,  But  there  are  too 
many  Parifli  ^Feafts,  to  admit  of  fuch  hor 
neft  Adminiftration,  the  Spit  is  too  often 
faddled,  and  the  Bottle  goes  too  merrily 
round,  for  the  Eafe  of  the  Parilliioners. 
Surely  there  mull  be  a  great  Fatigue  ii) 
Parifli  Affairs, .  where  fo  much  Refrefh- 
nient  is  required,  and  no  fmall  private 
Gain,  when  they  are  fo  eager  and  fevere 
in  their  Colleftions.  And  yet  for  all  thefe 
great  Sumscollefted,  the  Poor  fare  ne'er  the 
better,  the  Money  is  parcelM  out  to  make 
the  greateft  Show,  and  a  few  miferabie 
Wretches  hf:ve  fome  Sixpence,  fome  a 
Shilling  a  Week,  to  ftarve  upon  ;  which 
fcanty  Allowance  is  the  Reafon  why  our 
Streets  fwarm  with  Beggars, 

With  what  Imperioufnefs  do  they  ride 
-he  Parifhioners  ?  How  do  they  lord  it  over 
the  poor  Wretches,  who  take  Relief  at 
their  Hands  ?  and  yet  thefe  Gentlemen  to 
fave  Charges,  are  brisk  enough  to  hunt 
a  diftreffed  Creature  from  Parifh  ro  Parifb, 
'till  they  perifli  for  Want  by  the  way  : 
How  many  poor  Women  in  Labour  have 

been 
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been  loft,  while  two  Parifhes  are  con- 
tending to  throw  her  on  each  other^  tho' 
common  Humanity,  and  the  Danger  of 
the  Circumftance,  make  all  Delays  in  that 
Cafe  inhuman  to  the  laft  Degree. 

To  what  end  is  this  outfide  Caution, 
but  to  fave  the  Money  for  their  own  Gutsj 
and  feaft:  themfelves  at  the  Parifh  Charge. 
But  nothing  is  fo  profitable  to  thefd 
Gentlemen  as  Parifh  Repairs  ;  if  the  Church 
is  new  Beautify 'd,  Painted  or  White- 
Wafh'd,  whip  they  come  upon  you  with' 
a  Church  Rate,  and  where  Two  Hundred 
Pounds  has  been  expended,  Twelve  Hun- 
dred fhall  be  collefited  ;  for  Mr.  Church- 
warden  will  ftrive  hard,  but  his  Daughter 
fhall  be  a  Thoufand  Pounds  the  better  i 
Nay,  there  are  fome  Pariibes,  where' 
Church- wardens  tho'  they  went  in  as  poor 
as  Rats,  have  come  out  too  rich  ever  td 
be  poor  again ;  and  yet  ever^y  Booby  \i 
willing  to  eternize  his  Name  with  an  In- 
fcriptioD,  to  tell  the  World  in  what  Year  he 
put  the  Parifli  to  an  unneceffary  Charge ; 
fo  that  there  is  always  fomething  to  be 
done  to  the  Church,  to  pleafe  the  Vanity 
of  the  Church-warden. 

It  is  therefore  a  Thoufand  Pities  Church- 
wardens fhould  be  vefted  with  fuch  Power; 
to  put  the  Inhabitants  to  what  Charge 
they  pleafe;  to  fquander  away  the  ParilH 
C  Moneys 
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Money  after  their  own  Inventions;  to 
build,  rebuild,  alter,  and  pull  down  at 
Pleafure,  without  being  call'd  to  Account, 
There  is  not  a  greater  Abufe  in  the 
World,  than  that  of  Selefl:  Veftries ;  it  is 
the  moft  flagrant  of  Tyrannies,  for  while 
the  King  gives  us  the  full  Enjoyment  of 
our  Liberties,  thefe  Select  Veftries  make 
us  the-greateft  Slaves  imaginable:  Nor 
is  there  any  Redemption,  unlefs  our  Gra- 
cious Sovereign  take  us  from  the  Jaws 
of  thefe  Devourers,  who  conftitute  them- 
felves  our  Rulers  in  Etermm*  All  other 
eleQive  Bodies  have  a  Rotation,  but  thefe 
Seled  Veftries  ftagnate  and  ftink  in  the 
Noftrils  of  their  Fellow  Citizens.  The 
Parliament  is  Septennial,  the  Mayoralty 
and  Common-Council  Annual,  but  Seleft 
Veftries  Perennial,  and  never  renewed  but 
by  one  at  a  time,  as  the  old  Ones  drop 
off;  for  they  are  fure  to  chofe  none  in 
their  Room,  but  thofe  whom  they  have 
markM  for  their  Purpofe  before-hand;-  fo 
Rogue  fucceeds  Rogue,  and  the  fame 
Scene  of  Villainy  is  ftill  carried  on,  to 
the  Terror  of  the  poor  Parifhioners.  Be- 
fides,  while  the  Election  is  in  themfelves, 
we  have  no  Hopes  of  Amendment.  If 
they  happen  to  be  miftaken  in  their  Man, 
and  by  Chance  chufe  one  honeft  Man 
among  'em,    he  muft  either  abfent  him- 

felf, 
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Telf,  or  come  into  their  Meafures;  other- 
wife  he  is  like  an  Owl  among  the  Birds: 
So  that  it  may  be  faid  of  a  Seleft  Veftry 
as  of  the  Mint,  let  a  Man  go  in  never 
fo  honelt,    he's  fure  not  to  come  out  fo. 

What  prodigious  Sums  are  sais'd  for 
^very  trifling  Expence,  but  what  is  done 
with  the  Over-plus,   there's  the  Myftery? 

Offices  of  Burthen,  Fatigue,  and  Ek- 
pence,  are  the  Minifters  of  their  Refent- 
ment,  and  the  Punifhment  of  inquifitive 
Reafoning,  or  rebellious  Parifhioriers;  but 
the  fweet  Pofts  of  Profit  are  referved  for 
their  true  and  trufty  Hell-Hounds,  who 
go  through- ftitch  with  their  dirty  Work, 
and  boggle  at  nothing,  no  not  the  Ruin 
of  whole  Families. 

And  yet  for  all  this,  many  Parifhes 
are  up  to  the  Ears  in  Debt,  poor  Tradef- 
men  are  kept  out  of  their  Money  Year 
after  Year,  and  who  can  they  fue?  why 
the  PariOi.  What  do  they  get  ?  why  no- 
thing. Js  it  not  an  eafy  Matter  for  a 
Veftry  to  go  to  Law,  when  they  have 
the  Parifh  Money  at  Command.  In  fhorc, 
they  are  quick  to  Contraft,  flow  to  Pay, 
fevere  in  Affeding,  unrelenting  in  Re- 
dreiTing,  What  Tyrants  would  thefe  Men 
be,  were  more  Power  lodg'd  in  their 
Hands!  and  yet  thefe  are  the  Men  who 
fhall  grumble  to  pay  the  Land  Tax,  when 
C  2  they 
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they  themfelves  are  making  their  Neigh^- 
bours  pay  more  to  the  Poor  ;  as  is  th? 
Cafe  in  mod:  of  the  out-Parifhes. 

But  they  ftop  not  here,  if  two  or  three 
hundred  Yards  of  Highway  is  to  be  re- 
pair'd,  there  is  fix  Fence  in  the  Pound 
pharg'd  upon  the  whole  Parifh,  and  feven 
or  eight  Hundred  Pound  per  Jtw-um  fi^^'l 
be  collefted  for  the  Highways,  which 
may  probably  cod:  forty  or  fifty  if  repair'd 
^t  all  ;  for  were  it  not  for  the  Turnpikes, 
there  would  be  no  g«ing  in  or  out  of 
London:  What  wretclicd  W^ys  there  are 
till  you  come  to  the  Turnpikes. 

This  is  an  infufferable^Tax,  and  ought 
to  be  carried  to  the  Parifh  Account;  nor 
IS  there  any  Need  to  have  a  Rate  on  Pur- 
pofe  ;  but  therein  lies  the  Advantage  of 
Veftries,  who  think  it  better  to  leave 
than  lack,  and  had  rather  gather  a  Thou- 
iand  Pound   more,    than  Five  Pound  lefs. 

The  Scavengers  Rate  is  fomething  more 
Reafonable,  I  being  entirely  for  having 
the  S:;eets  kept  clean,  and  the  Soil  car- 
ried ^way,  but  at  the  lame  time  am  averfe 
to  multiplicity  of  Rates,  and  cannot  but 
think  ihis  Charge  had  better  be  carried 
p  a  general  Account,  as  hereafter  fhall 
be  fpecified,  and  not  made  a  particular 
flate. 

There 
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There  is  another  Demand,  mz*  for 
Watch  and  Ward,  than  which  nothing 
is  more  abus'd,  for  great  Sums  are  col- 
lected, and  yet  the  Streets  are  but  very 
indifferently  watch'd.  For  Example,  a 
Watchman  fhall  have  a  Beat  of  four  or 
five  Hundred  Houfes,  and  many  of  thofe 
in  Courts  and  Alleys;  fo  that  while  he  is 
at  one  Part  of  his  Rounds,  many  Rob- 
beries may  be  eafily  committed  at  the 
other;  and  yet  the  Fault  is  laid  on  the 
poor  Watchman,  while  others  run  away 
with  the  Profits;  for  he  is  allowed  but 
fix  Pence  per  Night,  which  comes  to  no 
more  than  9/.  is.  6d.  per  Annum.,  and 
yet  there  fhall  near  a  Hundred  Pound 
per  Anmm  be  gathered  in  his  Beat.  Is 
not  this  an  Abufe! 

Every  now  and  then  there  is  a  Rate 
made  for  the  Sewers,  not  but  that  they 
ought  to  be  a  Publick  Expence,  as  they 
are  a  Publick  Benefit :  But  why  muft  fo 
much  be  gathered,  when  fo  little  is  laid 
out  ?  Who  has  the  Over-plus  ?  And  why 
might  not  this  Expence  likewife  be  carried 
to  a  general  Account? 

Ixi  fliort,  Numberlefs'  are  their  Rates, 
and  a  Book  is  made  for  every  trifling 
Article  to  give  Parifhioners  double  Trou- 
bje,  and  put  them  to  nine  times  the 
Expence. 
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I  take  all  parochial  Taxes  to  be  no  more 
than  a  fair  and  equal  Contribution  of  the  Pa- 
rifhioners  towards  neceffaryExpences ;  vvho- 
everVabufes  the  Intention,  is  as  bafe  as 
he,  who  being  a  Member  of  a  Club,  fhall 
underhand  fend  home  Wine,  c^r.  which 
he  fliall  caufe  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe, 
by  Connivance,  to  charge  to  the  general 
Reckoning,  and  feaft  himfelf  by  that 
Means  another  Peoples  Charge.  And 
yet  th6  Cafe  is  thus  with  our  Parifh 
Fleecers,  they  can't  ftir  without  a  Bottle 
and  a  Bird  ;  if  they  gather  but  forty 
Shillings,  thirty  muft  be  fpenr.  They 
may  very  well  afford  to  keep  much  Com- 
pany, to  be  every  Night  at  the  Tavern, 
to  grow  Puify  and  Gouty,  when  let  them 
fpend  what  they  will,  or  with  whom 
they  will,  /t'p  all  carried  to  the  Parifla 
Account  5  for  in  moft  of  their  Accompts 
you  will  find  thefe  or  the  like  Articles  j 
fpent  fuch  a  Day  —  fp  much,  without  fpe- 
cifying  the  Occafion  i  given  fuch  or  fuch 
a  Sum  to  a  poor  Perfon,  without  faying 
to  whom:  And  yet  thefe  Accompts  are 
pafs'd,  and  the  fame  Game  full  continues 
to  go  on  in  Oppoficion  to  all  Truth  and 
common  Reafon, 

We  are  a  Reproach  to  the  People  call'd 
Quakers,  and  they  an  Example  to  us ;  for 
they  not  only  contribute  to  maintain  our 

Poor, 
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Poor,  but  entirely  fupport  their  own,  who 
dare  not  take  Alnns  of  a,Parij(li  on  Pain  of 
being  excluded  from  among, them.  The 
Heads  of  thefe  People  have  their  monthly 
Meetings,  where  all  AiTairs  relating  to 
their  Poor  are  fettled,  without  a  Multi^ 
plicity  of  Rates,  as  is  our  Cafe.  And  I 
am  well  affur'd,  that  there  is  not  one  Far- 
thing of  the  publick  Money  expended, 
but  if  any  among  them,  take  a  Glafs  after 
the  Meeting  is  over,  every  Man  pays  his 
Club  out  of  his  own  Pocket. 

Were  our  Veftry-Men  to  do  the  fame, 
our  Rates  would  fhrink  confiderably,  but 
inftead  thereof  we  muft  expeft  an  Increafe, 
now  the  Vintners  have. xais'd. their  Wine 
to  two  Shillings  a:  Bottle. 

There  is  another  devilifh  Praftice  among 
thefe  Blood-fuckers,  which  they  call  Bird- 
ing,  that  is  to  fay,  picking  up  Fines,  which 
indeed  pay  for  Birds,  Bottles  of  Wine. 
Every  now  and  then  they  rumage  the  Pa- 
rifh,  and  prick  doWn  tbofe  whom  they  are 
fure  will  fine  for  Offices;  nor  fhall  a 
young  Beginner  fcarce  be  fettled,  but  the 
old  Ones  have  an  Hawk's  Eye  upon 
him;  and  if  they  find  him  more  inclina- 
ble to  Fine  than  Serve,  he  is  fure  to  be 
their  immediate  Prey. 

To  this,  and  other  their  hellifh  Purpofes, 
they,   like  the  Jefuits,    have  their  Emilia- 

ries 
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ries  to  infpeft  the  Circumftance  and  Incli- 
nation of  whatever  Parifhoners  they  have 
a  mind  to  Sacrifice  ;  and  firft  their  Peerer, 
who  under  Pretence  of  paying  a  Vifit,  (j-c. 
takes  an  Inventory  Memoriter  of  your 
Goods,  Plate,  (^c.  which  he  reports  to 
the  Conclave,  who  charge  you  to  ftock  ac- 
cordingly. 

Secondly^  their  Interferer,  who  makes 
himfelf  yet  more  intimate,  fifting  the  young 
Gentleman  to  know  if  he  will  fwallow 
the  Bait,  to  enquire  whether  the  ferving 
an  Office  would  not  be  detrimental,  or  if 
he  had  not  rather  Fine  than  Serve. 

thirdly  J  the  Peerer  or  Decoy  Bird,  who 
though  he  pays  no  more  Rent,  and  there- 
fore reafonably  ought  to  pay  no  more 
Taxes  than  his  Nighbours,  yet  for  a  Blind, 
is  charg'd  as  much  more,  to  quiet  the 
Grumbletonians,  and  draw  other  Fools 
into  the  Snare,  who  pay  quietly,  while 
he  has  his  Over-plus  repay'd  him^  and  a 
good  Treat  into  the  Bargain. 

They  have  moreover  thofe  who  will  firft 
give  into  your  Complaints  with  fham  Con- 
dolance,  and  then  cordially  advife  you  to 
pay  every  Tax,  and  fubmit  to  every  Fine 
imposed  on  you,  to  avoid  Law-Suits,  Do- 
Qors  Commons,    and  the  like. 

But  of  all  their  Punifhments  or  Offices, 
the  moft  terrible  is  that  of  the  Conftable, 

or 


ot-  PsLrifb  Drudge,  for  ^he  is  in.Effe£l  a 
greater  Slave  than  the  Beadle^  who  is  only 
Lacquey  to  the  Church- Warden.  The 
In^pofition  of  this  Office  is  an  infupport- 
able  Hardfhip;  it  takes  up  fo  much  of 
a  Man's  time,  that  his  own  Affairs  are 
frequently  totally  neglected,  too  often  to 
his  Ruin;  yet  there  is  neither  Profit  ot 
Pleafure  therein,  but  an  inconceivable  Fa- 
tigue... Befides  the  Office  is  fo  intricate, 
that  a  Man  is  generally  out  of  his  Confta- 
blefhip before  he  has  learned  half  his  Duty. 

The  Fine  for  Conftable  brings  no  fmall 
Grift  to  their  Mill,  from  Merchants  and 
Foreigners  in  the  City,  as  well  Jews  as 
Chriftians :  If  a  Man  can't  fpeak  one  Word 
of  EngUJlj^  'tis  fo  much  the  better  for  them, 
nay  they  ftick  not  to  choofe  old^  infirm, 
and  lame  Perfons,  totally  incapable  of 
Serving,  merely  for  the  Fine-fake.  To 
juftify  which,  I  appeal  to  mofl:  foreign  Mer- 
chants in  St.  Mary-Jx,  and  all  other  Places 
zA']2iCtnixo  xhQ  Royal  Exchange. 

If  two  Basket  Women,  or  fuch  like 
Creatures,  fail  out  at  a  Geneva  Shop,  the 
Conftable  muft  attend  with  a  Warrant, 
and  loyter  away  that  Time  which  ought 
to  be  employed  in  his  Shop  or  Bufinefs, 

One  would  hardly  imagine  that  thefe  Pa- 

rifii  Tyrants^    which  for   the  Generality^ 

ar  but  Impudent, .  Illiterate,  Upftart  Fel- 
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lows;,  of  rraich  Leifure  and  little  Bufinefs, 
who  put  themfelves  Krward,  while  the 
mOA^e  fubftantiaJ,  fenfible,  and  honeft  Part 
of-the  Parifhioners,  mind  their  own  Bufi- 
^eft,  too  much  to  be  ambitious  of  Parifh 
•Offices.  One  would  hardly  imagine,  I  fay, 
'that  thefe  Wretches  fhould  make  them-- 
felves  fo  forniidable  by  their  Cabals,  to 
ride  Whole  Parifhes,  bring  Communities 
under  Contribution,  and  enrich  themfelves 
with  the  Sweat  of  their  Neighbour's  Brows. 

But  fuch  is  the  Cunning  of  thefe  Men, 
that  Craft  fupplies  the  Want  of  Learning, 
infomuch  that  they  have  acquir'd  a  Policy 
peculiar  to  themfelves;  this  over-reaching 
Subtlety  is  their  whole  Study,  and  the  Cd- 
halia  or  Myiieries  of  their  Fraternity  are 
handled  down  frc*^  Generation  to  Genera- 
tion :  And  if  every  Generation  grows  wifer 
and  wifer,  no  wonder  if  every  Veftry  grows 
AA.^orfe  and  worfe. 

And  as  in  Myfteries  of  State  there  is 
often  a  Wheel  within  a  Wheel ;  fo  in  Pa- 
rochial Government  there  is  many  times  a 
Veftry  M'ithin  a  Veftry  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
Numbers  for  Shew,  but  a  few  for  Bufinefs. 
Thofe  who  have  paid  all  the  Fines  of  a 
Parifh,  of  Courfe  become  Veftry-Men; 
But  alas,  they  know  little  of  its  Affairs! 
their  Advice  and  Affentmay  be  asked  now 
and  then  in  Matters  of  more  Form  than 

Con- 
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Confequence;  but  the  moft  rrmterial  Af- 
fairs are  tranfafted  at  the  Tavern,  over  a 
Bird  and  a  Bottle,  by  the  Seleft  and  Know- 
ing few,  who  bUnd  the  others  with  plau- 
fible  Amufements,  and  make  one  Part  of 
the  Parifh  help  to  deceive  the  other. 

Some  indeed  are  more  bare-fac'd,  and 
make  even  a  Trade  of  a  Paxifh;  I. mean 
thofe  Church- Wardens  and  Veftries  who 
lump  it  with  Harlots  and  Whoremongers, 
and  takeBafl:ards  from  otf  tJieir  Hands  at  fo 
much /?^r  Head  ;  for  which  they  gee  a  good 
Treat  from  two  Guineas  to  five,  according 
to  the  Circumftances  of  their  Chap,  which 
they  call  faddling  the  Spit ;  befides  a  good 
round  Sum  with  the  BantHng,  which  'tis  to 
be  fear'd  is  entirely  funk,  all  this  being  done 
by  Connivance.  I  mufti^Mdeed  jutHfy  them 
fo  far^ihrthe  Affair,  that  their  Care  ought 
to  be  caiumended  in  putting  the  poor  Chil- 
dren out  to  t'hofe  chey  call  God  Almighty's 
Nurfcs.  I  would  fain  ask  by  what  Char- 
ter they  hold  ohis  hellifli^Commerce,  and 
become  the  Devil's  Brokers:  Encouraging 
lew'd  Perfon^  in  their  Sin,  and  making 
little  better  tlian  Pimps  of  themfelves,  by 
pocketing^  the  Pence.  >  This  is  a  Trade  no 
ways  juiHfiable,  and  far  below  the  Cha- 
raQer  they  would  aggrandize  tothemfelves; 
but  the  Profit  palliates  the  Shame,  and  a 
D  2  good 


good  Front  with  a  forc'd.L'augbrwiH  eafily 
bear  'em  cut:      •  r  :  ,     '    '  •■.:   :  -j  -;;     > 

And  now  I  am  talking  of  Hari&trs;:  giv^ 
me  leave  to  digrefs  a  while,  knd  Ai^^htion 
the  Impudence  of  thofe  Creatures;  who 
infefl:  our  Streets  in  the  mbfl:  ifhanlcieft 
Manner  imaginable,  and  'are  i  grown 
to  fuch  a  Height  of  Obfcenicy  and  Pro^ 
fanenefs,  there  isno  pafling'the  Strders:  yet 
aretheyfuffered  foreign  in  thrir  Impudence, 
infomuch  th'^t  London  is  becbn^  :a  mere 
Sodom  and  Sink  of  Uncleannefs.  There  is 
no  Nation  in  the  World  to  v»^lrrch\ve  are 
not  a  Reprbach  in  this  Particular ;  and  For 
Feigners  carry  .'way  a  fad  Account  of  £;jg*» 
land  from  t;  is  open  Teftimony  of  its  De- 
bauchery, One  w^ould  think  the  Societies 
for  Reformation  fhould  amend  it,  but  I 
beUeve  it  is  out  of  their  Power.  The  Civil 
Power  fbould  therefore  interpofe ;  nor  is 
it  below  its  Cognizance,  when  it  cor* 
rupts  our  Youth,  and  annoys  the  fober 
Part  of  Mankind  to  fuch  a  Degree.  Our 
Watchmen  in  general  are  corrupted,  and 
have  thefe  Creatures  under  Contribution  ^ 
fo  that  while  this  Trade  goes  on^  idle  Per- 
dTons  will  more  and  more  throw  themielves 
upon  the  Town,  and  we  fhall  at  la(f  find 
it  a  hard  Matter  to  get  or  keep  an  honeft 
Servant. 

Street 
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P  -Street" Ah^fcs  are  now  fo  frequent,  be* 
tweenthefeTruLlsandtheirFellowSjthatho- 
ruelt  Pepple;  can  hardly  pafs,  eipecially  at 
ter  ^andlef  light.- Cries  of  M-drdt^r,  Slirieks; 
Oajths,  and  the  vileft  Barbaj^kies  art 
h^i^,  too  ;comraoD  :even  in;6iir  -Principal 
8cre^t6.  I&r  my  Pait  am  foifar-for  pub- 
Irfk  Fcaceyl  I  would  not  have  thefc  Bruta- 
lidfes  allowed  of,  even  to  the  worft  of 
Strumpets :  The  Laws  ha  v6  provided  proper 
Corretii6n :  for.. th.eni ;  nor  fhould  every 
vulgar  Fellow  be  indulged  in  thefe  Cruel- 
ties ;  becaufe  under  this  Pretence  many 
honeil  Women  are  Mobb'd,  and  oftentimes 
robb'd  in  the  very  Face  of  the  World,  nay 
beat  into  the  Bargain  :  For  if  any  one  make 
a  Struggle  or  Out-cry,  thefe  Villains  fwear 
they  are  Whores,  and  fo  are  left  at  Liberty 
to  rob  or  abufe  them  at  Fleafure. 

Thefe,  and  many  the  like  Abufes  are 
indulged,  becaufe  it  is  advanced,  that  it  is 
below  the  Civil  Power  to  take  Notice  of 
fuch  Low  Life;  to  which  Lanfwer,  no- 
thing which  is  neceifary  or  conducive  to 
.publick  Peace,  is  below  the  Cognizance 
of  a  Commonwealth :  and  if  thefe  Evils 
are  not  amended  in  time,  they  at  laft  may 
grow  too  many  for  us. 

But  to  return  to  my  Subjeft  —  The  Ter- 
ror of  Taxes  and  Fines  keeps  many  Per- 
fons  of  Fortune  from  being  Houfe-keepers, 

fo 
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fo  that  Cat  the  Court  End  of  the  Towff 
efpecially}  Houfes  are  occupied  by  poor 
and  defperate  Perfons,  who  live,  or  ra- 
ther  ftarve,  by  what  is  call'd  Letting  of 
Lodgings.  Thus  does  the  Landlord  too 
often  lofe  his  Rent  by  thefe  Creatures,  who 
fiiift  from  Place  to  Place,  receiving  Money 
for  Rent,  but  never  paying  any,  for  by  keep- 
ing  clofe  and  changing  their  Names,  they 
evade  not  only  Rent,  but  Taxes.  Whereas 
were  it  not  for  the  Bugbear  of  Fines  and 
high  Taxes,  our  Houfes  would  be  occu- 
pied by  creditable  and  fabftantial  Perfons, 
to  the  no  fmall  Comfort  of  the  Landlord, 
and  Benefit  of  the  Publick ;  becaufe  thofe 
would  be  good  Subjects,  Tenants,  and 
ParilTiioners,  who  now  are  but  Lodgers  or 
Inmates;  and  confequently  of  much  lefs 
Benefit  to  the  Publick  than  otberwife  they 
might  be. 

People  of  Condition  being  thus  feared, 
too  many  Landlords  have  their  Houies 
either  empty-  or  ill  Tenanted,  by  which 
the  Governmenc  itsfelf  fuffers,  both  in  its 
Civil  and  EcclefiafticalEttate:  For  if  Houfes 
ar'e  empty,  Landlords  do  not  pay  ;  \i  i\\ 
Tenanted,  'tis  hard  upon  rhem.  If  Perfons 
of  Fortune  were  eafed  of  Offices,  Fines, 
■{^:c\  and  would  become  Parifhioners,  would 
it  not  handfomely  augment  many  Benefices 
inland  about  Xi?;/^;^  ?   But  now  the  firffc 

Queilion 
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Queftion  uhich  is,  or  ought  to  be  asked, 
is,  In  whatParilhis  this  Houfe?  If.  it  hap- 
pen to  be  a  fevere  Parifli,  the  Landlord 
lofes  a  good  Tenant,  and  too  often  has 
half  hisEikte  un-occupied:  Infomuch,  that 
I  cannot  think  it  below  the  Notice  of  any 
Government  to  reform  fuch  notorious  A- 
bufes.  But  on  the  Contrary,  it  will  be  a 
general  Eafe  and  Satisfaction,  and  a  great 
Means  of  having  national  and  more  aecef- 
fary  Taxes  better  paid,  and  with  lefs  Re- 
morfe. 

Mofl  Gracious  and  llluftrious  King! 
Mofl:  Noble  Lords!  Moft  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons !  Hear  !  O  hear  the  oppreffed 
Houfe-keeper's  Cry,  and  relieve  them  from 
the  infupportable  Tyranny  of  Parochial 
Inquifitions !  Eas'd  of  thefe  Burthens,  we 
jQiall  pay  our  Taxes  and  Cuftoms  with 
Pleafure.  And  as  you,  our  mofl:  Au- 
guft  Legiflature,  have  it  in  your  Power  to 
do  good,  we  doubt  not  of  your  good  Will 
to  profeeute  a  Work  which  will  gain  his 
Majefl:y  the  Hearts  of  all  his  Subjefts.  Oh 
what  a  Glory  will  it  be  to  that  King  and 
that  Parliament,  who  fhall  take  this  Yoke 
from  our  Necks,  and  give  us  Liberty  in 
Perfeftion  !  which  is  a  Task  undoubtedly 
refervM  for  this  mofl:  happy,  moft  aufpi- 
cious  Reign, 

TOST' 
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ONE  very  great  Abufe  I  had  like  to  have 
forgot  is,  that  many  noble  Charities 
ar-€  funk  and  fwallo wed  up  by  thefe  Villains, 
.who  bafely  wrong  the  Indigent  living,  and 
facrilegioufly  pervert  the  Donations  of  the 
Dead.  What  a  Scene  of  Villainy  would 
be  openM,  were  a  ftrifl:  Inquifition  made 
of  the  Charities  arid  pious  Gifts  left 
to  the  feveral  Parifhes.  Were  Commit 
fioners  inftituted  by  the  Government,  who 
fhould  make  a  general  Infpeftion  into  all 
Parochial  Legacies^  and  a  ftriO:  Enquiry 
after  Publick  Charities  funk  or  miffapply'd, 
doubtlelsth^y  would  bring  many  loft  Chari- 
ties to  Light,  and  by  an  exafl:  Regifter  and 
RecolleGion,  fave  many  more  noble  Gifts 
from  Abufe  and  Oblivion,  This  would  be 
an  Undertaking  worthy  our  Royal  Georges 
Reign.  Nor  fhould  Church- Wardens  or 
Veftries  longer  be  fuffer'd  to  embezzle 
pious  Gifts,  but  the  Nature  and  Intent  of 
•'em  fliould  be  made  plain  as  the  Sun  at 
Noon- Day;  that  the  Light  of  the  good 
_.  >  J  i  Adion 
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Anions  of  our  Fore- leathers  might  iliine 
before  all  Men,  and  10  all  Generations. 

Were  fiich  Charities,-  I  fay,  publickly. 
recorded,  and  publick  Copies  exhibited, 
it  would  be  impoflible  to  Conceal  or  Abufe 
them.  Thofe  who  had^  any  Claim  to 
'em,  need  bur  make  out  their  Title  be- 
fore the  Commiflioners,  and  be  fatisfied. 
Whereas  Application  to  Church- Wardens 
is  in  a  Manner  truitlefs,  fo  imperious  are 
they  in  their  Carriage  :  They  Brow- 
Beat  'whoever  applies  to  them,  and  fel- 
dom  or  never  return  a  Satisfactory  An- 
fwer. 

And  though  many  Charities  are  yet 
kept  up  to  outward  Appearance,  yet  fuch 
'Abufes  are  crept  in  as  ftand  in  much 
Need  of  Amendment.  Every  Hofpitaly' 
Alms-Houfe,  ^c-  fhould  therefore  be  vi- 
fited,  V-  the  Will  of  the  Donor,  and 
the  Rental  infpefted,  arid  ftriO:  •  En- 
quiry made,  whether  the  ObjeQs  of  fuch 
Charity  have  had  Juftice  done  'em  or  no, 
whether  they  have  not  been  Abridg'd  in 
their  Allowance,  Diet,  or  Cloaths,  (jc. 
If  fo,  tor  what  Reafon,  and  whether 
the  Steward,  Manciple,  or  other  com* 
manding  Officer,  tias  not  ek'd  out  his 
Perquifites  with. the  Penfioners  Properties, 

They  fhould  moreover  carry  in  their 
yearly  Accounts  to  the  CommifTioners  afore- 

E  faid 


x6  Parochial  Tyranky: 

faid,  to  prevent  all  future  Abufes  ;  and 
all  publick  Charities,  (^c.  fhould  be  fub- 
jed   to  fuch  Reguiation. 

There  are  moreover  fundry  Gifts  to  pub- 
lick  Grammar  Schools  for  the  Encourage, 
men t  of  Learning  ;  nor  fhould  we  forget 
Exhibitions  given  to  maintain  ingenious 
Youths  at  the  Univerfity,  and  other  Do- 
nations v^eli  worth  looking  after.  Many 
of  which  Charities,  might  be  much  aug- 
mented, the  Eftaces  being  confiderably 
improved ;  nor  fhould  any  Leafes  be  given 
hugger-mugger  to  rob  the  Poor,  by  letting 
an  Ertate  at  half  the  Value,  for  the  fake  of 
a  Fine,  which  'tis  to  be  fear'd  is  but  too 
often  funk,  after  the  manner  of  Fines  rais'd 
by  Parifh  Sportfmen  in  Birding  time,  who 
either  fwallow  or  pocket  their  Game,  and 
churlifhiy  deny  even  the  leaft  Morfel  to 
their  Neighbours. 
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Plain  and  Pradicable  Pro- 
posal, for  the  better  Re- 
gulating Pariih  AiFairs. 


N  S  T  E  A  D  of  Selea  Veftries, 
Church- Wardens,  or  other 
fuperfiuous  Officers;  who 
ferve  but  to  pillage  a  Parifh, 
by  playing  into  each  other^s 
Hands^  and  keeping  the  reft 
of  the  Farifhioners  in  the  Dark;  an  an- 
nual Eleftion  (hould  be  made  of  a  Trea- 
furer,  one  of  the  moft  Subllantial  among 
them,  in  which  Eleftion  every  Farifliioner, 
who  contributes  towards  the  Charge  of  the 
Parifh,  fhould  have  a  Vote.  The  Trea- 
furer  fliould  have  an  Office  into,  and  from 
E  2  which 
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which  all  Monies  lliould  be  paid. 
There  fliould  likewife  be  a  Monthly  or 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Pani>:ioners,  to 
regulate  the  Parifli  Affairs,  dired  the  Di- 
ftribution  of  Money,  and  fettle  a  ge- 
neral Rate  hereafter  to  be  fpecified. 

In  the  Treafurer's  Office  fhould  be  a 
Clerk,  who  ought  to  give  Security  anfw^ra- 
ble  to  this  Tru'ft,  and  have  a  Salary  fur- 
iicient  to  engage  his  conftanc  Atten^ 
dance.  /  This  Clerk  iliould  keep  fair  Ac- 
counts of  all  Monies  receivM  and  dis- 
bursed, to  be  Audited  by  the  Treafurer 
and  general  Meeiipg  afdrefaid,-  and 
moreover  lie  9pen  to  be.  petus'd  at  any 
Time  by  any  of  the  PaTJihioners^vvho  mall 
requeft  to  infpect  the  fame. 
J  An  Account  lliould  be  takej:a.  of  the  Re- 
'fpeclive  Rents  of  the  Parifli,  to  be  fee  a- 
gainfl:  the  Expences,  and  a  Pound  Rate 
allow'd  accordingly. 

Now  it  will  be  ask'd,  huw  is  this  Mo- 
ney to  be  gattier'd  ;  to  which  I  fliall  anfwer, 
not"  by  a  Multiplicity  o(  Books  to  make 
fubftantial  Houfe-keepers  dandle  up-and- 
down  the  Farifli.and  negleft  their  ownBufi- 
nefs,  while  fomePcople  keeptheirDoorsfhut 
and  never  pay,  others  are  never  to  be  found 
at  home;  fo  that  the  Fatigue  is  Inconceiv- 
able. Inftead  of  this,  the  Pdrifhionersfliould 
have  publick    Notice  how  much   in  the 

Pound 
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Pound  the  general  Rate  amounted  to,  this 
they  fhould  be  obliged  to  fend  or  carry  ia 
to  the  Treafurer's  OiEce  by  a  certain  li- 
mited Day,  for  which  they  fliould  have  a 
Receipt:  Thofe  who  negkd  or  refufe, 
ought  to  be  paniiliM  by  Fine,  impnfonment, 
or  other  wife.  •  •■  Vi 

This  would  be  a  great  Eafe  to  feme  Pa- 
rilliioners,  who  have  not  ready  Money  al- 
ways by  them;  arid  I  am  fure  had  racher 
carry  in  their  Money  at  Convenience,  than 
be  always  pelier'd  witli  lax-Gatherers. 
Bcfides,  while  one  half  of  the  Parifliioners 
pay,  and  the  other  evade  it  as  abovefaid, 
it  falls  very  heavy  on  thofe  whofe  Princi- 
ple or  Bufinefs  will  not  admit  of  keeping 
their  Doors  fhut,  and  putting  Parifh  Of- 
ficers to  Defiance. 

Inftead  of  the  dangerous,  fatiguing,  Ex- 
penfive,  and  at  prefent,  vulgar  Elteem'd 
Office  of  Conrtable,  which  is  the  Veftry 
Revenge,  and  always  beftow'd  on  thofe 
who  mutiny,-  and  moreover  a  rare  Raw- 
Head  and- Bloody.Bones,  to  frighten  Fines 
out  of  quiet  People.  Inftead,  I  fay,  of 
making  fubflantial  Houfe-keepers  break 
their  Reft,  endanger  their  Health  and  Lives, 
neglecl  their  Bufinefs,  and  oftentimes  run 
into  expenlive  Law-Suits,  through  Igno- 
rance |    I  think  it  much  more  advifeable 

for 
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for  a  Parlfli,  that,  according  to  the  BIgnefs 
thereof,  two  or  more  decay'd  Parilhioners 
be  made  Conftabies,  during  good  Behavi- 
our: That  they  be  allowM  twenty  or  thirty 
Pounds  per  udfinum  each,  which  with  the 
common  Allowance  for  ferving  Warrants, 
(^c*  may  afford  a  comfortable  Subfiftance 
for  many  reduced  Tradcfmen  and  their  Fa- 
milies, who  otherwifc  would  be  chargea- 
ble to  the  Parifh. 

Inflead  of  making  a  Book  for  every  par- 
ticular Charge,  and  gathering  fuch  large 
Overplus,  each  particular  Charge  lliould 
be  made  a  particular  Article,  in  a  gene- 
ral Account,  after  this  or  the  like  Nature. 


2l?  the  Toor^  —       — - 

To  the  Watch  andConftahles^     - 
n^G  the  Scavenger^ 


To  mending  the  Sewers       — 
To  Church  Officers^  as  Clerks,  Sex- 

ton^    &:c. 
To  Treafiirers  Clerk^  — 

Repairs^    Coals^   Candles^  "Books^ 

and  other  Incidents.        — 
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We  will  fuppofe  the  Rents  of  this  Pa- 
ri(h  to  amount  to  icooo  /.  per  Aniin    Now 
if  the  Rents  of  the  Houfes  at  an  Avarage 
amount  to  but  25  /.  per  Houfe,  one  Houfe 
with  another,    which  by  the  Way,  is  but 
a  fnciall  P[!ent  at  prefent  for  a  Man  in  any- 
thing of  Bufinefs,    we  fhall  find  but  four 
Hundred  Houfes  in  the  whole  Parifh  ;  and 
I  am  confident  forty  Poor  is  a  competent 
Number  for  fuch  a  Parifh  :  Out  of  the  two 
Hundred  Pound  above-fpecified,  they  may 
be  allowed  five  Pounds  per  Anmm  eachi 
If  the  Number  be  fmaller,  the  handfomer 
may  be  the  Allowance.     To   every  fifty 
Houfes  there  may  likewife  be  a  Watchman 
at  1  o  /.  per  Anmm^  which  with  twenty- 
Pound  to  the  Conftable,    amounts  to  but 
one  Hundred  Pound.    If  a  Coach  and  two 
Horfes  may  be  hired  at   10  j.  per  T)iem^ 
a  Scavenger  to   work  a   Cart  and  Horfe 
will  be  very  well  paid  at  6  s.  per  T>iemy 
which  at  twice  a  Week  amounts  to  but  a 
Trifle  above  jo/.  per  Annum.    The  other 
Allowances  are   moft  ample,  and  yet  all 
thefe  together  amount  to  but  twelve  Pence 
in   the  Pound  for  the  whole,    for  which 
there  are  at  leaft  four  Watchmen  for  one; 
A  Conftable  is  paid  for  his  Trouble,  a  Clerk 
allowed    a    handfome    Sallary,    and    the 
Charge  of  the  Treafurer's  Office  is  fuffici- 
ently  provided  for. 

This 
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Now  if  this  is  fo  handfome  an  A  Ilow^nce 
for  a  fmall  Parifh,  whofe  Rents  do  not 
exceed  loooo/.  perJimnm.  In  feme  Parifhes 
in  the  City,  where  there  are  few  or  no  Poor, 
the  Charge  will  amount  to  much  lefs;  but 
in  the  Out- Parifhes,  were  the  Rents  amount 
from  5otoiooooo/and  upwards.  And  where 
the  Poor's  Rate  is  generally  3  or  4^.  in  the 
Pound,  what  prodigious  Sums  muft  be 
polleded  !  andliow  handfomely  might  they 
provide  for  their  Poor  ?  efpecially  if  they 
receive  Helps  from  other  Parifhes,  as  I  am 
informed  is  praflifed  in  forne  Places. 

If  the  Church  want  Repairs,  it  fliould  not 
be  in  the  Power  of  any  fingle  Man,  or  Se- 
Jefl:  Number  of  iMen,  to  fquander  the  Pa- 
rifh  Money,  but  the  whole  Community 
fhould  fettle  the  Expence  and  Rate,  w^hich 
is  the  only  Particular  Rate  I  fee  Occafion 
for;  all  other  cafual  Charges  may  be  made 
Articles  in  tl^e  general  Account  above-pro- 
pofed.       ..-iij  ,rT 

Thus  we  find  that  one  Year  with  ano- 
ther,  .the  whole  Charge,  as  here  propos'd, 
-will  amount  but  to  one  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  at  moft.  Let  us  fee  w^hat  a  Bill 
the  Pariilpi  Huckfters  will  bring  in  for  a 
Hpufe^oC,,t\y9nfy  Pounds  per  Anmim. 

To 
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To  the  Sca^vengeVy            o  06 

To  the  Sewers^             •    ■  o  03 

To  the  Watch.  "  o  06 


15 


I  have  made  but  a  very  moderate  Bill, 
and  yet  there  is  near  treble  the  Difference  ; 
but  if  it  happen  in  a  Parifh  where  the  High- 
ways give  Pretence  lor  a  Book,  they  will 
befure  to  Jockey  you  yet  farther,  that 
and  the  Sewers  being  their  fweeteft  Profits. 

To  make  a  Shew  of  Frugality,  and 
foothe  the  Parifliioners,  they  have  lately 
fet  up  Work-houfes  in  many  Parifhes,  and 
raifed  large.  Contributions  for  thofe  Pur- 
pofes,  (out  of  which  no  Doubt  they  have 
had  fome  Share)  notwithftanding  which 
the  Taxes  are  never  a  Whit  lelTen'd,  they 
can't  afford  it  at  the  Rate  they  live;  and 
the  Parifhioners  have  only  the  Mortifica- 
tion to  fee  themfclves  gulPd  and  Veftry- 
ridden  in  Etenmm* 

ihefe  Wurk-houfes,  tho'  in  Appear- 
ance Benificial,  yet  have  in  fome  Re- 
fpefts  an  evil  Tendency,  for  they  mix  the 
Good  and  the  Bad ;  and  too  often  make 
Reprobates  of  all  alike.     We  all,  alas,  are 

F  fubjeft 
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fubjeft  to  Misfortune!  and  if  an  honefl: 
Gentleman  or  Trader  fliould  leave  a  ^Wife 
orChildren  unprovided  for,  what  a  fhocking 
Thing  is  it  to  think  they  muft  be  mix'd 
with  Vagrants,  Beggars,  Thieves,  and 
Night-walkers?  to  receive  their  Infults,  to 
hear  their  Blafphemous  and  Obfcene  Dif- 
courfe,  to  be  fuffocated  with  their  Nafti- 
nefs,  and  eat  up  with  their  Vermin.  And 
if  any  Parifhioners  interpofe  in  their  Be- 
half,  they  are  fare  to  be  fhut  up,  and 
worfe  treated  for  the  Future. 

If  we  muft  have  Work-houfes,  let  there 
at  leaft  be  feparate  Wards,  and  Tables;  let 
fome  Difference  be  made  between  once  fub- 
ftantial  and  contributing  Houfe-keeper^,^ 
and  vagabond  Wretches;  let  all  Commu- 
nication between  the  Parties  be  cut  off, 
that  the  innocent  Children  of  honeft  un- 
fortunate  Men  may  not  be  corrupted.  On 
the  Contrary,  let  them  have  a  Chriftian. 
Education,  and  fent  to  Chu  rch  every  Siiii-' 
day  at  leaft;  under  the  Infpeftion  of  fortie 
fober  Perfon  the  Committee  fhall  appoint 
from  among  the  decayM  Paridiioners.  If 
they  do  not  think  fit  to  fend  'em  to  the 
Charity-School,  let  fome  Care  at  leaft  be 
taken  that  they  be  taught  to  read  and 
write,  and  that  they  bevirtuoufly  brought 
up,  notwithftanding  their  Poverty. 

Thus' 
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Thuy  have  I  fpecified  how  many  Abufes, 
may  be  amended,  more  may  probably 
have  eicaped  me,  which  I  hope  fome  abler 
Peribn  will  take  in  hand.  What  I  have, 
offered  is  plain  and  prafticable,  and  if  it 
be  not  totally  approved,  fomething  atleaflr 
may  be  made  ou|:  of  itc  If  Parifhioners 
be  obliged  to  carry  in  their  Money,  it  will 
prevent  the  almoft  inconceivable  Trouble 
of  collefting  Rates.  If  Conftables  are 
made  in  the  Manner  ^bove-propos'd,  many 
needlefs  Fines  will  be  faved'.  If  the  Watch 
and  Work-houfes  are  better  regulated,  we 
lliall  foon  feel  the  good  EffeSs.  But  above 
all,  if  the  Pariili  Books  are  made  liable 
to  general  Infpeftion,  and  a  general  Rate 
conltituted,  inftead  of  fuch  a  Multiplicity; 
and  contributing  Parifhioners  have  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  their  own  Money,  inltead  of 
Church- Wardens,  Seleft  Veftries,  or  any 
other  Set  of  Trickiiers:  Then  may  we 
hope  to  have  cur  Parifh  Taxes  abridg'd 
at  leaft  three  Fourths. 

This  may  not  be  unacceptable  at  a  time 
when  other  Bodies  of  Tradefmen  have 
learn'd  to  form  Cabals  and  raile  the  Price 
of  their  Commodities  without  the  leaft 
Reafon  or  Pretence;  particularly  the  Tal- 
low-Chandlers  and  Bakers^  who  have  a- 
bufed  Gcd's  Providence,  and  turn'd  Plenty 
into  Scarcity  :  But  I  hope  the  Government 
F  2  will 
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win  take  Notice  of  them,  before  the  In- 
feclion  reaches  farther,  and  ftop  this  grow- 
ing Evil ;  which  fo  fenfibly  alTtds  the 
working  or  middling  Peopje,  who  main- 
tain not  only  thofe  below',  but  thofe  a- 
bove  them  :  And  are  in  EiTcfl:  the  Chief,  if 
not  the  fole  Support  of  this  Kingdom. 


ST,  Thomas's  Day  approaching,  I  give 
this  Caution  lo  theCitizens  o\  Londoii^ 
(thofe  in  the  Ouc-Wards  efpecially)  thac 
they  fet  afide  the  idle  Diiiirdion  of  Whig 
and  T^T)',  and  unite  in  the  common  Caufc, 
by  ticQmg  fuch  Perfons  to  Reprcfent  them 
in  Common-Council,  as  are  of  unbyas'd 
Principles,  and  not  to  be  brought  over 
by  any  SekU  Vejlry\  but  on  the  Contra- 
ry, fuch  as  will  oppof*"  and  break  their 
Corrupt  Mea aires,  and  as  much  as  in 
them  lies,  fee  juftice  done  to  their  Fellow 
Citizens. 


F    I    N    I    S. 
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O  R,    T  H  E 

WAY 

TO    MAKE 

LONDON 

The  moft  flouriihing 

City  in  the  Univerfe. 


FIR 

By  eftablifliing  an  Univerfi- 
ty  where  Gentlemen  may  have 
Academical  Education  under 
tlic  Eye  of  their  Friends. 

II.  To  prevent  much  Mur- 
der, e^c.  by  an  Hofpital  for 
Foundlings. 

III.  By  fupprefling  pretended 
Mad-Houfes,  where  many  of 
the  fair  Sex  are  unjuftly  con- 
fined, while  their  Husbands 
keep  Miftrefles,  ^c.  and  ma- 
ny Widows  are  lock'd  up  for 
the  Sake  of  their  Jointure. 

I V .  To  fave  our  Youth  from 
Deftrudlion,   by  clearing   the 


ST, 

Streets  of  impudent  Strumpets, 
Supprefling  Gaming  -  Tables, 
and  Sunday  Debauches. 

V.  To  avoid  the  expenfive 
Importation  of  Foreign  Mufi- 
cians,  by  forming  an  Acade- 
my of  our  own. 

VI.  To  fave  our  lower  Clafs, 
of  People  from  utter  Ruin,  and 
render  them  ufeful,  by  prevent- 
ing the  immoderate  Ufe  o£ 
Geneva :  With  a  frank  Explo- 
iion  of  many  other  commoa 
Abufes,  and  inconteftable  Rules 
for  Amendment. 


CONCLUDING     WITH 

An  cffbdu-al   Method  to   prevent    STREET 
ROBBERIES^ 

AND 

A  Letter  to  Coll.  ROBINSON^  on  account  of  the 
Orph  AN's   T  A  X. 
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Printed  for  y.  Koberts  in  W(^rmck'Lane,  and  Sold  by  £. 
Nutt  at  the  Royal-Exchange,  A>  Dodd  without  Temple  Rart 
N.  Blandford  at  Charm^^Crofsj  and  j^.  Stagg  in  mfimmfier- 
mlL    1728;  ~         [PEJ?«  9?!  Shilling] 


Augufta  Triumphans: 

OR,    THE 

WAY 

TO    MAKE 

LONDON 

The  moft  FJourifliing 

C I T  Y  in  the  Univerfe. 

Man  who  has  the  Publick  Good 
in  Vie Wj  ought  not  in  the  leaft  to 
be  alarm'd  atthe  tribute  of  Ridi- 
cule which  Scoffers  conftantly 
pay  to  projefting  Heads :  It  is  the  Bufinefs 
of  a  Writer^  who  means  well^  to  go  direft- 
ly  forward^  without  regard  to  Criticifm, 
but  to  offer  his  Thoughts  as  they  occur ;  and 
if  in  twenty  Schemes,  he  hits  but  on  one  to 
the  Purpofe,  he  ought  to  be  excufed  fail- 
ing in  the  Nineteen  for  the  Twentieth 
Sake.  'Tis  a  kind  of  good  Adtion  to 
mean  well,  and  the  Intention  ought  to  pal- 
liate the  Failure  ^  but  the  Englijk^  of  all 
People  in  the  World,  fliow  leaft  Mercy  to 
A  2  Schc- 
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Schemifts^  for  they  treat  them  in  the  vi- 
ieft  manner ;  whereas  other  Nations  give 
them  fair  Play  for  their  Lives^  which  is 
the  reafon  why  we  are  efteem'd  fo  bad  at 
invention. 

I  have  but  a  jDhort  Time  to  live^  nor 
would  I  wafte  my  remaining  Thread  of 
Life  in  Yain,  but  having  often  lamented 
fundry  Publick  Abufes,  and  many  Schemes 
having  occur  d  to  my  Fancy^  which  to  me 
carried  an  Air  of  Benefit  ,♦  I  was  refolv'd  to 
commit  them  to  Paper  before  my  Departure, 
and  leave^  atlcaft,  a  Teltimony  ofmy  good 
.Will  to  my  Fellow  Creatures. 

But  of  ail  my  Refledions,  none  was  more 
conftantly  my  Com.panion  than  a  deep  Sor- 
row for  the  prefent  decay  of  Learning  a- 
mong  uSj  and  the  manifeft  Corruption  of 
Education^  we  have  been  a  brave  and  learned 
People,  and  are  infenfibly  dwindling  into 
an  Effeminate,  Superficial  Race:  Our  young 
Gentlemen  are  fent  to  the  Univerfities  'tis 
true,  but  not  under  Reftraint  or  Cor- 
redion  as  formerly  ,•  not  to  ftudy,  but  to 
drink  j  not  for  Furniture  for  the  Head,  but 
a  P'eather  for  the  Cap,  merely  to  fay  they 
have  been  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge^  as  if 
the  Air  of  thofe  Places  infpir'd  Knowledge 
without  Application.  'Tis  true,  we  ought 
to  have  thofe  Places  in  Reverence  for  the 
many  learned  Men  they  have  fentais  ,•  but 
why  mn9i  we  go  fo  far  for  Knowledge  ? 

why 
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why  fliould  a  young  Gentleman  be  fent  raw 
from  the  Nurfery  to  live  on  his  ownHands, 
to  be  liable  to  a  thoufand  Temptations,  and 
run  the  Rifque  of  being  fnapt  up  by  (harp- 
ing Jilts,  with  which  both  Univerfities  a- 
bound,  who  make  our  Youth  of  Fortune 
their  Prey,  and  have  brought  Mifery  into 
too  many  good  Families  ?  Not  only  the  Ha- 
zard of  their  Healths  from  Debauches  of 
both  Kinds,  but  the  wafte  of  their  precious 
Time  renders  the  fending  them  fo  far  off 
very  hazardous.  Why  fliould  fuch  a  Me- 
tropolis as  London  be  without  an  Univerfi- 
ty  ?  Would  it  not  fave  confiderably  the  Ex- 
pence  we  are  at  in  fending  our  young  Gen- 
tlemen fo  far  from  London?  Would  it  not 
add  to  the  Luftre  of  our  State,  and  culti- 
vate Politenefs  among  us  ?  What  Benefits 
may  we  not  in  time  exped  from  to  glori- 
ous a  Defign  ?  Will  not  London  become 
the  Scene  of  Science  ?  And  what  reafon  have 
we  but  to  hope  we  may  vye  with  any  Neigh- 
bouring Nations?  Not  that  I  would  have 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  neglected,  for  the 
Good  they  have  done :  Befides,  there  are 
too  many  fine  Endowments  to  be  funk^  we 
may  have  Univerfities  at  thofe  Places,  and 
at  London  too,  without  Prejudice.  Know- 
ledge will  never  hurt  us,  and  whoever  lives 
to  ice  an  Univerfity  here,  will  find  it  give 
quite  another  turn  to  the  Genius  and  Spi- 


rit of  our  Youth  in  general. 
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How  many  Gentlemen  pafs  their  Lives  in 
a  fham-eful  Indolence^  who  might  employ 
themfelves  to  the  purpofe,  were  fuch  a  De- 
fignfet  on  foot?  Learning  would  flourifli. 
Art  revive^  and  not  only  thofe  who  ftudy'd 
would  benefit  by  it  ^  but  the  Blefling  would 
be  convey'd  to  others  by  Converfation, 

And  in  order  to  this  fo  laudable  defign^ 
fmdl  Expence  is  required:  The  fole Charge 
being  the  hire  of  a  convenient  Hall  or 
Houfe,  which  if  they  pleafe^  they  may  call 
a  College.  But  1  fee  no  neceflity  the  Pu- 
pils have  to  lye  or  diet  there  j  that  may  be 
done  more  reafonably  and  conveniently  at 
home^  under  the  Eye  of  their  Friends  : 
Their  only  necelTary  Buiinefs  at  College  be- 
ing to  attend  their  Tutors  at  ftated  Hours, 
and  (Bed  and  Board  excepted)  to  conform 
themfelves  to  College  Laws,  and  perform 
the  fame  Exercifcs  as  if  they  were  adlually 
at  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 

Let  the  heft  of  Tutors  be  provided,  and 
Profi^lTors  in  all  Faculties  encouraged,  this 
Will  do  a  double  good,  not  only  to  the  In- 
ftnicted,  but  to  the  Inftrudors.  What  a 
fine  Provifion  m.ay  here  be  made  for  Num- 
bers of  ingenious  Gentlemen,  now  unpre- 
ferr  a  ?  And  to  what  a  heighth  may  even  a 
finall  Beginning  grow  in  time  ? 

As  London  is  fo  extenlive,  fo  its  Uni- 
yeriity  may  be  composed  of  many  Colleges, 
qnarter'd  at  conveaicut  Dift^nces ;  for  E^- 

ample. 
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ample,  one  at  V^^ejimmjier^  one  at  Sf, 
Jamess^  one  near  Ormond  St?ret  ^  (that 
part  of  the  Town  abounding  in  Gentry  ) 
one  in  the  Centre  of  the  Inns  of  Court; 
another  near  the  Royal- Exchange ;  and 
more  if  Occafion  and  Encouragement 
permit. 

The  fame  Offices  and  Regulations  may 
be  conftituted,  Cooks^  Butlers^  Bed- ma- 
kers^ dye.  excepted^  as  at  other  Univerfi- 
ties.  As  for  Endowment^  there  is  no  need, 
the  whole  may  be  done  by  Subfcription  ; 
and  that  an  eafy  one;  confidering  nothing 
but  Inftruftions  are  paid  for. 

In  a  Word,  an  Academical  Education 
is  fo  much  wanted  in  London^  that  every 
Body  of  Ability  and  Figure,  will  readily 
come  into  it ;  and  I  dare  engage  the  Place 
need  but  be  chofen,  and  Tutors  appro- 
ved of,  to  compleat  the  Defign  at  once. 

It  may  be  objeded  that  there  is  a  kind 
of  Univerfity  at  GreJIoam-College^  where 
Profelfors  in  all  Sciences  are  maintained  and 
obliged  to  read  Ledtures  every  Day,  or  at 
leaft  as  often  as  demanded.  The  Defign  is 
moft  laudable,  but  it  fmells  too  much  of 
the  Sine  Cure ;  they  only  read  in  Term- 
Time,  and  then  their  Ledures  are  fo  hur- 
ried over,  the  Audience  is  little  the  better. 
They  cannot  be  turn'd  out;  'tis  a  good  Set- 
tlement for  Life,  and  they  are  very  eafy  in 
their  Studies  when  once  fix'd.    Whereas 

were 


(8) 
were  the  Profcflbrfliip,  during  good  Beha- 
viour, there  would  be  a  Study  to  maintain 
their  Pofts^  and  their  Pupils  would  reap 
the  Benefit. 

Upon  fecond  Thought,  I  think  Colleges 
for  Univerfity  Education,  might  be  formed 
at  Weftminfter^  Eaton^  the  Charter-Houfe^ 
St.  Taulsy  MerehanuTaylors^  and  other 
Publick  Schools,  where  Youth  might  begin' 
and  end  their  Studies ;  but  this  may  be,  far- 
ther confider'd  of. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  the  moft  material 
Point,  which  is,  that  his  Majefty's  San(5tion 
muft  firft  be  obtain'd,  and  the  Univerfity 
propos'd  have  Power  to  confer  Degrees, 
C^^.  and  other  Academical  Priviledges. 

As  I  am  quick  to  conceive,  I  am  eager 
to  have  done,  unwilling  to  overwork  a  Sub- 
ject j  I  had  rather  leave  part  to  the  Concep- 
tion of  the  Readers,  than  to  tire  them  or 
my  Self  with  protrai^ing  a  Theme ;  as  if 
like  a  Chancery  Man,  or  a  Hackney  Au- 
thor, I  wrote  by  the  Sheet  for  hire  :  So 
let  us  have  done  with  this  Topick^  and 
proceed  to  another  ;  which  is, 
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A  Propofal  to  pre^vent  Murder^  Difho- 
nouYy  and  other  AhufcSy  hy  ereUtng  an 
Hofpital  for  Foundlings. 

IT  is  needlefs  to  run  into  a  Declamati- 
on on  this  Head^  fince  not  a  Seflions 
pafleSj  but  we  fee  one  or  more  mercilefs 
Mothers  try'd  for  the  Murder  of  their  Ba- 
ftard- Children;  and  to  the  Shame  of  good 
Government,  generally  efcape  the  Venge- 
ance due  to  fhedders  of  Innocent  Blood  : 
For  'tis  a  common  Praftice  now  among 
them,  to  hire  a  fct  of  Gld- Bedlams,  or  pre- 
tended Midwives,  who  make  it  their  Trade 
to  bring  them  off  for  three  or  four  Guineas^ 
having  got  the  ready  rote  of  fwearing  the 
Child  was  not  at  its  full  Growth,  for  which 
they  have  a  hidden  Referve,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  Child  was  not  at  Man's  or  Woman's 
Growth.  Thus  do  thefe  impious  Wretches 
cheat  the  World,  and  damn  their  own  Souls 
by  a  double  Meaning,  which  too  often  im- 
pofes  on  a  cautious,  merciful  and  credu- 
lous Jury,  and  gives  wicked  Murderers 
means  to  efcape  and  commit  frefh  Sins,^ 
to  which  their  Acquitters  no*  doubt  are 
acceflary. 

I  wonder  fo  many  Men  of  Senfe,  as  have 

been  on  the  Jury,    have  heen  fo  often  im- 
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pos'd  upon  by  the  ftale  Pretence  of  a  Scrap 
or  two  of  Child-Bed  Linnen  being  found 
in  the  Murderer's  Box,  (jc.  when  alas! 
perhaps  it  was  ne'er  put  there  till  after  the 
Murder  was  committed  ,•  or  if  it  was,  but 
with  a  view  of  faving  themfelves  by  that 
devilifli  Precaution  ;  for  fo  many  have  been 
acquitted  on  that  Pretence^  that  'tis  but  too 
common  a  Thing  to  provide  Child-Bed- 
Linnen  before-hand  for  a  poor  Innocent 
Babe  they  are  determined  to  murder. 

But  alas !  What  are  the  exploded  Mur- 
ders to  thofe  which  efcape  the  Eye  of  the 
Magiftrate,  and  dye  in  Silence  ?  Add  to 
this  procur'd  Abortion  s,  and  other  in- 
direct means,  which  wicked  Wretches  make 
ufe  off  to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the  Cen- 
fure  of  the  World,  which  they  dread  more 
than  the  Difpleafure  of  their  Maker. 

Thofe  who  cannot  be  fo  hard-hearted 
to  murder  their  own  Offspring  themfelves, 
take  a  flower,  tho'  as  fure  a  way,  and  get 
it  done  by  others,  by  dropping  their  Chil- 
dren, and  leaving  them  to  be  ftarved  by 
Parifh-Nurfes. 

.  Thus  is  God  robb'd  of  a  Creature,  in 
whom  he  bad  breath'd  the  Breath  of  Life^ 
and  on  whom  he  had  (lamp  d  his  Image  ,• 
the  World  of  an  Inhabitant,  who  might 
have  been  of  ufe  ^  the  King  of  a  Subject ; 
and  future:Gcncrations  of  an  Ifliie  not  to  be 
accounted  for^  had  this  Infant  hved  to  have 
-been  a  Parent,  -  It 
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It  is  therefore  the  height  of  Charity  and 
Humanity,  to  provide  againft  this  Barba- 
rity, to  prevent  this  crying  Sin,  and  cx- 
traft  Good,  even  out  of  Evil,  by  faving 
thefe  Innocent  Babes  from  Slaughter,  and 
bringing  them  up  in  the  Nurture  and  Fear 
of  the  Lord;  to  be  of  Benefit  to  themfelves 
and  Mankind  in  General. 

And  what  nearer,  what  better  way  can 
we  have,  than  to  ered  and  endow  a  pro- 
per Hofpital  or  Houfe  to  receive  them, 
where  we  may  fee  them  tenderly  brought 
up,  as  fo  many  living  Monuments  of  our 
Charity ;  every  one  of  them  being  a  con- 
vincing Proof  of  a  Chriftian  faved,  and  a 
Murder  prevented  ? 

Nor  will  this  be  attended  with  fo  much 
Charge  as  is  imagined,  for  we  find  in  many 
Pariflies,  that  Parents  have  re-demanded 
their  Children,  on  encreafe  of  Circumftan- 
ces,  and  paid  all  Cofls  with  a  handfome 
Prefent  in  the  Bargain ;  and  many  Times 
when  a  Clandeftine  Marriage  is  clear 'd  up, 
and  openly  avow'd,  they  would  purchafe 
the  Firfl-Fruits  of  their  Loves  at  any  Rate: 
Oftentimes  a  Couple  may  have  no  more 
Children,  and  an  Infant  thus  fav'd,  may 
arrive  to  inherit  a  good  Eftate,  and  become 
a  BenefaSor,  where  it  was  once  an  Objeft 
of  Charity. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  the  worft,  and  ima* 

ginp  the  Infant  begot  in  Sin  and  witliout 
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the  Sandion  of  Wedlock  ,•  is  it  therefore  to 
be  murder'dj  ftarv'd  or  neglected,  becaufe 
its  Parents  were  wicked?  hard  Fate  of 
innocent  Children,  to  fuffer  for  their  Pa- 
rents Faults  !  Where  God  has  thought  fit 
to  give  his  Image  and  Life,  there  is  Nou- 
rifhmcnt  demanded  ,•  that  calls  aloud  for 
our  Chriftian  and  Human  Aflillance,  and 
beft  fhows  our  Noblenefs  of  Soul,  when  we 
generoufly  aflift  fhofe  who  cannot  help 
themfelyes. 

If  the  Fault  devolv'd  on  the  Children, 
our  Church  would  deny  them  Baptifm, 
Burial^  and  other  Chriftian  Rites ;  but  our 
Religion  carries  more  Charity  with  it,  they 
are  not  deny'd  even  to  partake  of  our  Blef- 
fed  Sacram.ents,  and  are  excluded  no 
one  Branch  or  Benefit  accruing  from  Chri- 
ftianity ;  iffo,  how  unjuft  are  thofe  who 
arraign  'em  for  their  Parents  Faults,  and 
how  barbarous  are  thofe  Parents,  who,  tho' 
able,  make  no  Provifion  tor  them,  becaufe 
they  are  not  Legitimate:  My  Child,  is  my 
Child,  let  it  be  begot  in  Sin  or  Wedlock, 
and  all  the  Duties  of  a  Parent  are  incum- 
bent on  mc  fo  long  as  it  lives;  if  it  fur- 
vives  me,  I  ought  to  make  a  Provifion  for 
it,  according  to  my  Ability  j  and  tho'  I  do 
not  fet  it  on  a  Footing  with  m.y  Legiti- 
mate Children,  I  ought  in  Confcience,  to 
provide  againfi  Want  and  Shame,  or  I  am 
anfvverablp  for  every  Sin  or  E.^travagance 

my 
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my  Child  is  forc'd  or  led  into,   for  want 

of  my  giving  an  Allowance  to  prevent  it. 

We  have  an  Inftance  very  freih,  in  every 
ones  Memory,  of  an  ingenious,  nay,  a  fober 
young  Nobleman,  for  fuch  I  muft  call  him,  I 
whofe  either  Father  was  a  Peer,  and  his 
Mother  a  Peerefs :  This  unhappy  Gentleman 
tofs'd  from  Father  to  Father,  at  laft  found 
none,  and  himfelfa  Vagabond,  forced  to 
every  Shift,-  he  in  a  manner  ftarved  forma-  / 
ny  Years,  yet  was  guilty  of  no  Capital 
Crime,  till  that  unhappy  Accident  occur'd, 
which  God  has  given  him  Grace,  and 
Senfe  enough  to  repent :  However,  lean- 
not  but  think  his  hard-hearted  Mother 
will  bear  her  Portion  of  the  Guilt,  till 
wafh'd  away  by  a  fevere  Repentance. 

What  a  Figure,  might  this  Man  have 
made  in  Life,  had  due  Care  been  taken  ?  If 
his  Peerage  had  not  been  adjufted,  he  might 
at  lead:  have  been  a  fine  Gentleman ;  nay 
probably,  have  fiU'd  fome  handfome  Poft 
in  the  Government  with  Applaufe,  and 
caird  as  much  for  Refpeft,  as  he  does  now 
for  Pity. 

Nor  is  this  Gentleman  the  only  Perfon 
begot,  and  negleded  by  Noble,  or  rather 
Ignoble  Parents  ,•  we  have  but  too  many  now 
living,  who  owe  their  Birth  to  the  beft  of  our 
Peerage,  and  yet  know  not  w^here  to  eat. 
Hard  Fate,  when  the  Child  would  be  glad 

of 
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the  Scraps^  which  the  Servant  ^hrow  a- 
vvay !  but  Heaven  generally  rewards  them 
accordingly,  for  many  Noble  Families 
are  becou.e  Extinft,  and  large  Eftates  ali- 
enated into  other  Houfes,  while  their  own 
liiue  want  Bread. 

And  now,  methinks,  I  hear  fome  over- 
fqueamifti  Ladies  cry,  'is:hiit  '-jcoiild  this 
Tel  low  he  at  1  would  not  he  fet  up  a 
Nurfery  for  Leis:dnefs^  and  encctirage 
Fornication  ?  voho  zvvuld  he  afraid  of  fin- 
"^^^^'g^  if  they  can  fo  eafily  get  rid  of  their 
^ajtards'f  weJhaUfoon  he  over-run  with 
Foundlings  when  there  is  ftich  Encourage- 
ment  given  to  Whoredom :  To  which  1  an- 
fwer,  that  I  am  as  much  againft  Baftards 
being  begot,  as  I  am  for  their  being  mur- 
dered j  but  when  a  Child  is  once  begot, 
it  cannot  be  unbegotten  ^  and  when  cnce 
born  it  muft  be  kept  ^  the  Fault,  as  I  faid 
before,  is  in  the  Parents,  not  the  Child  ; 
and  we  ought  to  fliew  our  Charity  towards 
it  as  a  Fellow-Creature  and  Chriftian, 
without  any  regard  to  \t%  Legitimacy  or 
otherwife. 

The  only  way  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  grow- 
ing Evil,  would  be  to  oblige  all  Houfe- 
keepers,'  not  to  admit  a  Man  and  Woman 
as  Lodgers,  till  they  were  certify 'd  of  their 
being  lawfi^Uy  marry'd;  for  now-a-Days 
nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a  Whore- 
|r.onger  and  a  Strum.pet  to  pretend  Mar- 

riage^ 
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riage,  tiil  they  have  left  a  Child  or  two 
on  the  Parifh,  and  then  lliift  to  another 
end  of  the  Town. 

If  there  were  no  Receivers  there  would 
be  no  Thieves :  If  there  were  no  Bawdy- 
Houfes  there  would  be  no  Whores  ;  and 
though  Perfons  letting  Lodgings  be  not 
aSual  Procurers^  yet^  if  they  connive  at 
the  Embraces  of  a  Couple^  whofe  Mar- 
riage is  doubtful,  they  are  no  better  than 
Bawds,  and  their  Houfes  no  more  than 
Brothels. 

Now  fliould  any  Body  ask,  how  fliall 
this  Hofpital  be  Built?  how  endow'd? 
to  which  I  anfwer,  follow  tlie  Steps  of  the 
Venetians^  the  Hamburgers^  and  other  fo- 
reign States,  (jc^  who  have  for  Ages  paft 
profecuted  this  glorious  Defign,  and  found 
their  Account  therein:  As  for  building  a 
Houfe  I  am  utterly  againft  it,  efpecially  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  AtFair :  Let  a  Place  con- 
venient be  hir'd:  Why  fhould  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  Sum  be  funk  in  building  as  has  in 
late  publick  Structures,  which  have  fwal- 
low'd  up  part  of  the  Profits  and  Dividend,  if 
not  theCapital,  of  unwary  Stock-mongers? 

To  my  great  Joy  I  find  my  Project  al- 
ready anticipated,  and  a  noble  Subfcription 
carrying  on  for  this  purpofe;  to  promote 
which,  I  exhort  all  Perfons  of  Compaflion 
and  Generofity,  and  (hall  think  my  felf 
happy,  if  what  I  have  faid  on  this  Head, 
may  any  ways  contribute  to  further  the 
fame.  Having 


Having  faid  all  I  think  material  on  this 
Subjeft,  I  beg  pardon  for  leaving  my  Rea^ 
der  fo  abrubtly,  and  crave  Leave  to 
proceed  to  another  Article,    viz. 


A  Propofal  to  pre^ve^it  the  expenfi've  Ini'* 
portation  of  Foreign  Muficians,  c^c. 
hy  farming  an  Academy  of  our  oim. 

IT  will  no  doubt  be  asked,  what  have  I 
to  do  with  Mulick?  to  which  I  anfwer, 
1  have  been  a  Lover  of  the  Science  from  my 
Infancy,  and  in  my  younger  Days  was  ac- 
counted nodefpicable  Performer  on  the  Viol 
and  Lute,  then  much  in  Vogue.  I  efteem  it 
the  moft  innocent  Amufement  in  Life  ;  it 
gently  relaxes,  after  too  great  ahurry  of  Spi- 
rits,and  compofes  theMind  into  a  Sedatenefs, 
prone  to  every  thing  that's  generous  and 
good ;  and  when  the  more  necefTary  parts 
of  Education  are  finifh'd,  'tis  a  moft  gen- 
teel and  commendable  Accompliftiment ;  it 
faves  a  great  deal  of  Drinking  and  Debau- 
chery in  our  Sex,  and  helps  the  Ladies  off 
with  many  an  idle  Hour,  which  fometimes- 
might  probably  be  worfe  employed  other- 
wife. 

Our 


Our  Quality,  Gentry^  and  better  fort 
of  Traders  muft  have  Diverfions;  and  if 
thofe  that  are  commendable  be  denied,  they 
will  take  to  worfe :  Now  what  can  be  more 
commendable  than  Mufick,  one  of  the  fe- 
ven  liberal  Sciences,  and  no  mean  Branch 
of  the  Mathematicks  ? 

AVere  it  for  no  other  Reafon  I  fliould  ' 
cfteem  it,  becaufe  it  was  the  favourite  Di- 
Verfion   of  his  late  Majefty,    of  glorious 
Memory ;   who  was  as  wife  a  Prince  as  e-  / 
ver  fiird  the  jBrmJh  Throne.      Nor  is  it' 
iefs    efteemd    by  their  prefent   Majefties, 
whofe  Souls  are  form'd  for  Harmony,   and 
who  have  not  difdain'd  to  make  it  a  part 
in  the  Education  of  their  ft^ci^ed  Race, 

Our  Nobility  and  Gentry  have  iliown 
their  Love  to  the  Science,  by  fupporting  at 
fuch  prodigious  Expence,  the  If aUan  Opera 
improperly  call'd  an  Academy ;  but  they  have 
at  the  fame  time  fliown  no  fmall  Partiality 
in  difcouraging  any  thing  'Englifh^  and  o- 
ver-loading  the  Town  with  fuch  heaps  of 
Foreign  Miificians. 

An  Academy,   rightly  underftood,    is  a- 
Place  for  the  Propagation  of  Science,    by 
training  up  Perfons  thereto  from  younger 
to  riper  Years,  under  the  Inftruftion  and 
Infpedion  of  proper  Artifts :  How  then  can 
tht  Italian  Opera  properly  be  cali'd  an  Aca- 
demy, when  none  are  admitted  but  fuch  as 
are,    at   leaft  are   thought,  or  ought   to 
C  hty 
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be,  adepts  in  Mufick  ?  If  that  be  an  Aca- 
demy^  fo  are  the  Theatres  oH^mry-Lane^ 
and  LincolnS'Ltn-Fields :  Nay^  Tmich's 
Opera  may  pafs  for  a  lower  kind  of  Aca- 
demy. Would  it  not  be  a  glorious  thing 
to  have  an  Opera  of  our  own,  in  our  own 
mod  noble-Tcngue^  in  which  the  Com- 
pofer.  Singers,  and  Orcheftre,  iliould  be 
of  our  own  Grov/th?  Not  that  we  ought 
to  difclaim  all  Obligations  to  Italy^  the 
Mother  of  Mufick,  the  Nurfe  of  Corelliy 
Handel^  "Bononctni^  and  Geminiani  ^  but 
then  we  ought  not  to  be  fo  ftupidly 
partial,  to  imagine  our  Selves  too  Brutal 
a  part  of  Mankind,  to  make  any  Progrefs 
in  the  Science :  By  the  fame  reafon  that  we 
love  it,  we  may  excel  in  it;  Love  begets 
Application,  and  Application  Perfedion. 
We  have  already  had  a  Ttircel^  and  no 
doubt^  there  are  now  many  latent  Genius's, 
who  only  want  proper  Inftruftion,  Appli- 
cation, and  Encouragememt,  to  become 
great  Ornaments  of  the  Science,  and  make 
Efig/a7^d  emuhte  even  Rome  it  felf. 

What  a  number  of  excellent  Performers 
on  all  Inftruments,  have  fprung  up  in  £;/§- 
/a^id  within  thefe  few  Years  ?  that  this  is 
owing  to  the  Operay  I  will  not  deny,  and 
fo  far  the  Opera  is  an  Academy,  as  it  re- 
lines  the  Tafte,  and  infpircs  Emulation. 

But  tho'  we  are  happy  in  Inftrumental 
Performers,  we  frequently  fend  to  Italy 

for 
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for  Singers,  and  that  at  no  fmall  Ex- 
pence:  To  remedy  which,  I  humbly  pro- 
pofe,  that  the  Govtrnours  of  Cbnji's-Hof- 
pita/  will  fliow  their  publick  Spirit,  by 
forming  an  Academy  of  Mufick  on  their 
Foundation,  after  this  or  the  like  man- 
ner. 

That  out  of  their  great  number  of  Chil- 
dren, thirty  Boys  be  felefted,  of  good  Ears 
and  Propenfity  to  Mufick. 

That  thefe  Boys  be  divided  into  three 
Clafles,  ^iz.  Six  for  Wind-Inftruments, 
fuch  as  the  Hautboy,  Baffoon,  and  Ger- 
man-Flute. 

That  fixteen  others  be  fe levied  forString- 
Inftruments,  or  at  leaft  the  moft  ufeful,  mz. 
the  Violin  and  Bafs-Viohn. 

That  the  remaining  eight  be  particu- 
larly chofen  for  Voice,  and  Organ,  or 
Harpfichord.  That  all  in  due  time,  be 
taught  Compofition.  The  Boys  thus  cho- 
fen, three  Mafters  fhould  be  eleded,  each 
moft  excellent  in  his  Way ;  that  is  to  fay, 
one  for  the  Wind-Inilrument,  another  for 
the  String'd,  and  a  third  for  the  Voice  and 
Organ,  c^r. 

Handfome  Salaries  fliould  be  allowed 
thefe  Mafters,  to  engage  their  conftant  At- 
tendance every  Day,  from  eight  till  twelve 
in  the  Mornings  and  I  think  a  iqoL 
per  Jmmm  for  each,  would  be  fufficient, 
Wnich  will  be  a  Trifle  to  fo  wealthy  a  Body^ 
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The  multiplicity  of  Holidays  fliouldbea- 
br  dg'd,  and  only  a  few  kept  ;  there 
cannot  be  too  few,  confidering  what  a 
hinderance  they  are  to  juvenile  Studies.  It 
is  a  vulgar  Error  that  has  too  long  prevail'd 
all  over  ^ngland^  to  the  great  Detriment 
.of  Learning,  and  many  Boys  have  beeri 
made  Blockheads,  in  Complaifance  to 
Kings  and  Saints,  dead  for  many  Ages 
paft. 

The  Morning  employ 'd  in  Mufick,  the 
Boys  fhould  go  in  the  Afternoon,  or  fo 
many  Hcurs^  to  the  Reading  and  Writ- 
ing-School, and  in  the  Evening  fhould 
practice,  at.ieaft  two  Hours  before  Bed- 
time, and  tv/o  before  the  Mafter  comes  in 
the  Morning.  This  Courfe  held  for  feven 
or  eia;ht  Years,  will  m.ake  them  fine  Pro- 
ficients j  but  that  they  fhould  not  go  too 
raw,  or  young,  out  of  the  Academy,  'tis 
proper,  that  at  the  ilated  Age  of  Appren- 
ticeih'p,  they  be  bound  to  the  Hofpital  to 
engage  their  greater  Application,  and  make 
them  thorough  Mafters,  before  they  launch 
out  into  the  World  ^  for  one  great  hinde- 
rance to  many  PerformxCrs  is,  that  they  be- 
gin to  teach  too  foon,  and  obftru6t  their 
Genius. 

What  will  not  fuch  a  Defign  produce  in 
a  few  Years  ?•  will  they  not  be  able  to  perform 
a  Confort,  Choir,  or  Opera,  or  all  three  a- 
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mong  themfelves^  and  over-pay  the  Charge, 
as  fliall  hereafter  be  fpecify'd  ? 

For  Example^  we  will  fuppofe  fuch  a 
Defign  to  be  continued  for  ten  Years,  we 
fliail  find  an  Orcheflre  of  forty  Hands,  and 
a  Choir  or  Opera  of  twenty  Voices,  or 
admitting  that  of  thofe  twenty,  only  five 
prove  Capital  Singers,  'twill  anfwer  tho 
Intent. 

For  the  greater  Variety  they  may,  if 
they  think  fit,  take  in  two  or  more  of  their 
Girls:  where  they  find  a  promifing  Genius, 
but  this  may  be  further  coijlider'd  of. 

Now,  when  they  are  enabled  to  exhibit 
an  Opera,  Will  they  not  gain  confiderably, 
w^hen  their  Voices  and  Hands,  coft  them 
only  a  College  Subfiftance  ?  And  'tis  but 
reafcnable  the  Profits  accruing  from  Ope- 
ras, Conforts,  or  otherwife,  fhould  go  to 
the  Hofpital  to  make  good  all  former  and 
future  Expences,  and  enable  them  to  extend 
the  Defign  to  a  greater  Length  and  Gran- 
deur j  fo  than  inftead  of  1500].  per  Ann.  _  I 
the  price  of  one  Italian  Singer,  we  fhall  ^ 
for  300I.  once  in  ten  Years,  have  fixty 
'English  Muficians  regularly  educated,  and 
enabled  to  live  by  their  Science. 

There  ought  moreover  to  be  annual  Proba- 
tions, and  proper  Prizes  or  Premiums  alloted, 
to  excite  Emulation  in  the  Youths,  and  give 
Life  to  their  Studies. 

They 
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They  have  already  a  Mufick-School^  as 
they  call  it3  but  the  Allowance  is  too  poor 
for  this  Defign,  and  the  Attendance  too 
fmall ;  it  muft  be  every  Day,  or  not  at  all. 

This  will  be  an  Academy  indeed,  and  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  they  will  have  even  their 
Matters  among  themfel ves ;  and  what  is  the 
Charge,  compared  with  the  Profits  or 
their  Abilities  ? 

OnethingI  had  like  to  have  forgot,  which 
is,  that  with  PermilTion  of  the  Right  Re- 
verend the  Lords  Spiritual,  fome  Per- 
formance in  Mufick,  fuitable  to  the  So- 
lemnity of  the  Day,  be  exhibited  every 
Sunday  after  Divine  Service :  Sacred  Poefy 
and  Rhetorick,  may  be  likevvife  introduced  to 
make  it  an  Entertainment  fuitable  to  a  Chrift- 
ian  and  Polite  Audience ;  and  indeed,  we 
feem  to  want  fome  fuch  commendable  Em- 
ployment for  the  better  Sort:  For  we  fee 
the  publick  Walks  and  Taverns  crowded, 
and  rather  than  be  idle,  they  will  go  to 
Newport-Market. 

That  fuch  an  Entertainment  would  be- 
much  preferable  to  Drinking,  Gaming,  or 
profane  Difcourfe,  none  can  deny,  and  till 
it  is  proved  to  be  prejudicial,  I  fliall  always 
imagine  it  neceffary.  The  Hall  at  the  Hof- 
pital^  will  contain  few  lefs  than  feven 
hundred  People,  conveniently  feated,  which 
at  fo  fmall  a  Price  as  one  Shilling  per  Head, 
will  amount  to  3  5 1.  per  Week  -,  and  if  the 

Perform 
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Performance  deferve  it^     as  no  doubt  it 
will  in   time,    they  may   make  it   half  a 
Crown  or  more,    which  muft  confiderably 
encreafe  the  Income  of  the  Hofpital. 

When  they  are  able  to  make  an  Opera, 
the  Profits  will  be  yet  more  confiderable, 
nor  will  they  reap  much  lefs  from  what 
the  Youths  bring  in  during  their  Ap- 
prenticefhip,  when  employed  at  Conforts, 
Theatres,  or  other  publick  Entertainments. 

Having  advanc'd  what  I  think  proper  on 
this  Head,  or  at  leaft  enough  for  a  Hint, 
I  proceed  to  offer. 


That  many  Youths  and  Servants  may  he 
favdfrom  DeJIrtd^ion^  "were  the  Streets 
clear  d  of  pamelefs  and  impudent 
Strumpets;  Gaming-Tahles  totally  fup- 
prefidf  and  a  Jlop  put  to  Sahhath  De^ 
hauches. 

THE  Corruption  of  our  Children 
and  Servants,  is  of  Importance  fuffici- 
ent  to  require  our  utmoft  Precaution  j  and 
moreover,  Women  Servants  ( common- 
ly caird  Maid-Servants)  are  fuch  neceffary 
Creatures,  that  it  is  by  no  means  below  us 

to 
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to  make  them  beneficial  rather  than  preju- 
dicial to  us. 

I  fball  not  run  into  a  Dercription 
of  their  Abufes  ;  we  know  enough  of 
thole  already.  Our  Bufinefs  now  is  to 
make  them  ufeful,  Firft,  by  afcertaining 
their  Wages  at  a  proper  Standard. 

Secondly,  by  obh'ging  them  to  continue 
longer  in  Service,  not  to  Itroll  about 
from  Place  to  Place,  and  throw  themfelves 
on  the  Town  on  every  Diflike. 

Thirdly,  To  prevent  their  being  har- 
bour'd  by  wicked  Perfons,  when  out  of 
Place  j  or  living  too  long  on  their  own 
Hands. 

As  for  theirWageSjthey  have  topp'd  upon 
us  already,  and  doubled 'em  in  fpightof  our 
Teeth  ;  but  as  they  have  had  Wit  enough 
to  get  'em,  fo  will  they,  I  doubt  not, 
have  the  fame  Senfe  to  keep  'em  :  and 
much  Good  may  it  do  thofe  indolent  over- 
fecure  Perfons,  who  have  given  'em  this 
Advantage.  However,  if  they  are  honeft 
and  diligent,  I  would  have  them  encou- 
raged, andbandfome  Wages  allow'd 'em  ; 
becaufe^  by  this  Means,  we  provide  for 
the  Children  of  ihe  inferior  Clafs  of  Peo- 
ple, who  otherwife  could  not  maintain 
themfelves  ;  nay,  fometimes  Tradefmen, 
(7C*  reduced,  are  glad  when  their  Chil- 
dren ceafe  to  hang  upon  them,  by  getting 
into  Service,    and   by   that  Means,    not 

only 


only  maintaining  themfclves,  but  being- 
of  Ufe  in  other  Families.  But  then  there' 
ought  to  be  feme  Medium  fome  Limita- 
tion to  their  Wages,  or  they  may  extort 
more  than  can  well  be  afforded. 

Nothing  calls  more  for  Redrefs  than 
their  quitting  Service  for  every  idle  Dif- 
guflr,  leaving  a  Mafter  or  Miftrefs  at  a 
Nonplus ;  and  all  under  Plea  of  a  foolifh^ 
old  Cuflom,  call'd  Warning  ;  no  where 
praftis'd  but  in  London :  For  in  other 
Places  they  are  hir'd  by  the  Year,  or  by^ 
the  Statute,  as  they  call  it,  vi^hich  fettles 
them  in  a  Place,  at  leaft  for  fome  Time  ; 
whereas,  when  they  are  not  limited,  it 
encourages  a  roving  Temper,  and  makes 
them  never  eafy. 

If  you  turn  them  av/ay  without  Warn- 
ing, they  will  make  you  pay  a  Month's 
Wages,  be  the  Provocation  or  Offence 
never  fo  great  ;  but  if  they  leave  you, 
tho'  never  fo  abruptly,  or  unprovided, 
helpyourfelves  how  you  can,  there  is  no 
Redrefs  :  Tho'  i  think  there  ought,  in  all 
Confcience,  to  be  as  much  Law  for  the 
Mafter  as  for  the  Servant. 

No  Servant  fhould  quit  a  Place,  where 
they  are  well  fed  and  paid^  witli£)ut  af- 
figning  a  good  Reaf^n  before  a  Magi, 
ftrate.  On  the  other  Hand,  they  fhould 
receive  no  Abufe  which  fhould  not  be  re- 
drefs'd  :    For  we  ought  to  treat  'em  as' 

D  Servants^ 
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Servants,  not  Slaves ;  and  a  Medium 
ought  to  be  obferv'd  on  both  Sides.  But 
if  they  are  not  reftrain'd  from  quitting 
Service  on  every  Vagary,  they  u^ill  throw 
themfelves  on  the  Town,  and  not  only 
ruin  themfelves,  but  others  :  For  Exam- 
ple, a  Girl  quits  a  Place,  and  turns  Whore ; 
if  there  is  not  a  Baftard  to  be  murder'dj 
or  left  to  the  Parifh,  there  is  One  or  more 
unwary  Youths  drawn  in  to  fupport  her 
in  Lewdnefs  and  Idlenefs;  in  order  to 
which,  they  rob  their  Parents  and  Ma- 
tters, nay,  fometimes  any  Body  elfe,  to 
fupport  their  Strumpets;  fo  that  many 
Thieves  owe  their  Ruin  and  fhameful 
Deaths  to  Harlots.  Not  to  mention  the 
Communication  of  loathfome  Dift(  mpers, 
and  innumerable  other  Evils,  to  which 
they  give  Birth. 

How  manyYouths,  of  all  Ranks,  are  dai- 
ly ruinM  ?  And  how  juftly  may  be  dreaded 
the  Lofs  of  as  many  m-ore,  if  a  fpeedy  Stop 
be  not  put  to  this  growing  Evil  ?  Generati- 
ons to  come  will  curfe  the  Neglefl:  of  the 
prefent,  and  every  Sin  committed  for  the 
future  may  be  pafs'd  to  our  Account,  if  we 
do  not  ufe  our  Endeavours  to  the  contrary. 

And  unlefs  we  prevent  our  Maid-Ser- 
vants from  being  harboured  by  wicked 
Perfons  when  out  of  Place,  or  living  too 
Jong  on  their  own  Hands,  our  Streets  will 
fwarm  with  impudent  Ihamelefs  Strum- 
pets; 
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pets ;  the  Good  will  be  molefted ;  thofe, 
prone  to  Evil,  will  be  made  yet  more 
wf  ked,  by  having  Temptations  thrown 
in  tht'ir  Way  :  And  to  crown  all,  we  fhall 
fia v'e  fcarce  a  Servant  left,  but  our  Wives, 
C^r.  muft  do  the  Houfliold-work  them- 
fe-ves. 

If  this  be  not  worthy  the  Confideration 
of  a  Legiflature,  I  would  fain  know 
what  is.  Is  it  not  Time  to  limit  their 
Wages,  when  they  are  grown  fo  wanton 
they  know  not  what  to  ask  ?  Is  it  not 
Time  to  fix  'em,  when  they  ftroll  from 
Place  to  Place,  and  we  are  hardly  fure  of 
a  Servant  a  Month  together  ?  Is  it  not 
Time  to  prevent  the  Encreafe  of  Harlots, 
by  making  it  penal  for  Servants  to  be 
harbour'd  in  Idlenefs,  and  tempted  to 
Theft,  Whoredom,  Murder,  (jc-  by  living 
too  long  out  of  Place  ?  And  I  am  fure 
it  is  high  Time  to  begin  the  Work,  by 
clearing  the  publick  Streets  of  Night- 
walkers,  who  are  grown  to  fuch  a  Pitch 
of  Impudence,  that  Peace  and  common 
Decency  are  manifeftly  broken  in  our  pub- 
lick  Streets.  I  wonder  this  has  fo  long 
efcap'd  the  Eye  of  the  Magiftrate,  efpe- 
cially  when  there  are  already  in  force 
Laws  fuificient  to  reftrain  this  Tide  of 
Uncleannefs,  which  will  one  Day  over- 
flow us. 

D  2  The 
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The  kwdeft  People  upon  Earth,  our- 
felves  excepted,  are  not  guilty  of  fuch 
open  Violations  of  the  Laws  of  Decency. 
Go  all  the  World  over,  and  youMl  fee  no 
fuch  Impudence  as  in  the  Streets  of  ZjOii" 
don^  which  makes  many  Foreigners  give 
our  Women  in  general  a  bad  Character, 
from  the  vile  Specimens  they  meet  with 
from  one  End  of  the  Town  to  the  other. 
Our  Seffii^ns  Papers  are  full  of  the  Trials 
of  impudent  Sluts,  who  firft  decoy  Men, 
and  then  rob  'em  :  A  Meannefs  the  Cour- 
tefans  of  'Kome  and  Venice  abhor. 

How  many  honeft  Women,  thofe  of 
the  Inferior  Sort  efpccially,  get  loachfome 
Diftempers  from  their  Husband's  Com* 
merce  with  thefe  Creatures,  w^hich  Di- 
ftempers are  often  entail'd  on  Pofterity; 
nor  have  v^^e  an  Hofpital  feparated  for  that 
Purpofe^  which  does  not  contain  too  ma« 
ny  Inftanccs  of  honeft  poor  Wretches 
made  miferable  by  Villains  of  HusJ)ands. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  the  ViU 
lainy  of  fom*e  Husbands  in  the  lower 
State  of  Life,  give  me  leave  to  propofe, 
or  at  leaft  to  wifli,  that  they  were  re- 
ftrained  from,  abufing  their  Wives  at  that 
barbarous  Rate,  which  is  now  praftifed 
by  Butchers,  Carmen,  and  fuch  inferior 
Sort  of  Fellows,  who  are  publick  Nu- 
fances  to  civil  Neighbourhoods,  and  yet  no 
Body  cares  to  iriterpofe,  becaufe  the  Riot 
is  between  a  Man  and  his  Wife.  I 
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I  fee  no  Reafon  why  every  profligate 
Fellow  iliall  have  the  Liberty  to  difturb  a 
whole  Neighbour  hood,  and  abufe  a  poor 
honeft  Creature  at  a  moft  inhuman  Rate, 
and  is  not  to  be  call'd  to  Account  becaufe 
it  is  his  Wife  j  this 'fort  of  Barbarity  was 
never  fo  notorious  and  fo  much  encouraged 
as  at  prefentj  for  every  Vagabond  thinks 
he  may  cripple  his  Wife  at  pleafure,  and 
'tis  enough  to  pierce  a  Heart  of  Stone  to 
fee  how  barbaroufly  feme  poor  Creatures 
are  beaten  and  abufed  by  merciiefs  Dogs 
of  Husbands. 

It  gives  an  ill  Example  to  the  growing 
GeneratioUj  and  this  Evil  will  gain  Ground 
on  us  if  not  prevented :  It  m.ay  be  an- 
fwer'd^  the  Law  has  already  provided  Re- 
drefs,  and  a  Woman  abus'd  may  fwear 
the  Peace  againft  her  Husband^  but  what 
Woman  cares  to  do  that  ?  It  is  reveng- 
ing herfelf  on  herfel£>  and  not  without 
coniiderable  Charge  and  Trouble. 

There  ought  to  be  a  fliorter  way,  and 
when  a  Man  has  beaten  his  Wife  (which 
by  the  Bye  is  a  moft  unmanly  Adion,  and 
great  Sign  of  Cowardice)  it  behoves  every 
Neighbour  who  has  the  ieaft  humanity  or 
Com-paflion,  to  complain  to  the  next  Ju- 
ftice  of  the  Peace,  who  fiiould  be  im- 
pov/ered  to  fet  him  in  the  Stocks  for  the 
firft  Offence ;  to  have  him  well  fcourg'd  at 
the    Whipping-Poft  for    thefeconds^  and 

if 
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if  he  perfifted  in  his  barbarous  Abufe  of  the 
holy  Marriage  State^  to  fend  him  to  the 
Houfe  of  Correftion  'till  he  fliould  learn 
to  ufe  more  Mercy  to  his  Yoke-fellow. 

How  hard  is  it  for  a  poor  indiiftrious 
Woman  to  be  up  early  and  late,  to  fit  in  a 
cold  Shop,  Stall,  or  Market,  all  Weathers, 
to  carry  heavy  Loads  from  one  End  of  the 
Town  to  the  other,  or  to  work  from 
Morning  till  Night,  and  even  then  dread 
going  Home  for  fear  of  being  murder'd  ? 
Some  may  think  this  too  low  a  Topic  for  j 
me  to  expatiate  upon,  to  which  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  a  Charitable  and  a  Chrifiian  one, 
and  therefore  not  in  the  lead  beneath  the 
Confideration  of  any  Man  who  had  a  Wo- 
man for  his  Mother. 

The  Mention  of  this  leads  me  to  exclaim 
againft  the  vile  Practice  now  fo  much  in 
vogue  among  the  better  Sort,  as  they  are 
called,  but  the  worft  fort  in  faft,  namely, 
the  fending  their  Wives  to  Mad-Houfes  at 
every  Whim  or  Diflike,  that  they  may  be 
more  fecure  and  undifturb'd  in  their  De- 
baucheries :  Which  wicked  Cuftom  is  got  to 
fuch  a  Head,  that  the  Number  of  private 
Mad-Houfes  in  and  about  London^  are 
confiderabiy  increafed  within  thefe  few 
Years. 

This  is  the  heighth  of  Barbarity  and  In- 
jnftice  in  a  Chriftian  Country,  it  is  a 
clandeftine  Inquifition,  nay  vvorfe. 

How 
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How  many  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen 
are  hurried  away  to  thefe  Houfes,  which 
ought  to  be  fupprefs'd^  or  at  lealt  fubjeft 
to  daily  Examination^  as  hereafter  Ihall 
be  propofed  ? 

How  many,  I  fay,  of  Beauty,  Vertue,  / 
and  Fortune,  are  fuddenly  torn  from  their 
de^r  innocent  Babes,  from  the  Arms  of  an 
unworthy  Man,  who  they  love  (perhaps  | 
but  too  well)  and  who  in  Return  for 
that  Love,  nay  probably  an  ample  Fortune, 
and  a  lovely  Ojff-fpring  befides^  grows 
weary  of  the  pure  Streams  of  chafte  Love, 
and  thirfting  after  the  Puddles  of  lawlefs 
Luft,  buries  his  vertuous  Wife  alive,  that 
he  may  have  the  greater  Freedom  with 
his  Miftrelfes  ? 

If  they  are  not  mad  when  they  go  into 
thefe  curfed  Houfes,  they  are  foon  made 
fo  by  the  barbarous  Ufage  they  there  fuf- 
fer,  and  any  Woman  of  Spirit  who  has 
the  leaft  Love  for  her  Husband,  or  Con- 
cern for  her  Family,  cannot  fit  down  tamely 
under  a  Confinement  and  Separation  the 
moft  unaccountable  and  unreafonable. 

Is  it  not  enough  to  make  any  one  mad 
to  be  fuddenly  clap'd  up,  ftripp'd,  whipp'd, 
ill  fed,  and  worfe  us'd?  To  have  no  Reafoa 
aflign'd  for  fuch  Treatment,  no  Crime  al-  ^ 
ledg'd,  or  Accufers  to  confront  ?  And  what  \ 
is  worfe,  no  Soul  to  appeal  to  but  merci- 
lefs  Creatures,  who  anfwer  but  in  Laugh- 
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ter]   Surlinefsj  Contradidion^    and  too  of- 
ten Stripes  ? 

All  Conveniences  for  Writing  are  de- 
nied, no  Meffenger  to  be  had  to  carry  a 
Letter  to  any  Relation  or  Friend  ,-  and 
if  this  tyrannical  Inqiiifition,  join'd  with  the 
reafonable  Refieciions,  a  Woman  of  any 
common  Underftanding  miift  neceffarily 
make,  be  not  fufficient  to  drive  any  Soul 
ftark  {taring  m.ad,  though  before  they  were 
never  fo^uch  in  their  right  Senfes,  I  have 
no  more  to  fay. 

When  by  this  Means  a  wicked  Husband 
has  driven  a  poor  Creature  mad,  and  rob'd 
an  injur'd  Wife  of  her  Reafon^  for  'tis 
much  eafier  to  create  than  to  cure  Madnefs, 
then  has  the  Villain  a  handle  for  his  Ro- 
guery, then  perhaps  he  will  admit  her 
diftrelTed  Relations  to  fee  her,  when  'ti^ 
too  late  to  cure  the  Madnefs  he  fo  artfully 
and  barbaroufly  has  procured. 

But  this  is  not  all,  fomething  more  dif-^ 
mal  Effefts  attend  this  Inquifition,  for  Death 
is  but  too  often  the  Cure  of  their  Mad-' 
nefs  and  End  of  their  Sorrows-  foiiie  with 
ill  Ufage,  fome  with  Grief,  and  many  with 
both  are  barbaroufly  cut  off  in  the  Prime 
of  their  Years  and  Flower  of  their  Health, 
who  otherwife  might  have  been  Mothers  of 
a  numerous  liiue,  and  furviv'd  many  Years^ 
This  is  Murder  in  the  deepeft  Senft,    and 

much 
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much  more  cruel  than  •  Dagger  or  Poifoii^' 
becaufe  more  lingring  ;  they  die  byPeace-r 
meal^  and  in  all  the  Agonies  and  Terrors 
of  a  diftraded  Mind. 

Nay  it  is  Murdet*  upon  Murder,  for  the 
Ifllie  that  might  have  been  begot,-  is  to 
be  accounted  for  to  God  and  the  Publick. 
Now  if  this  kind  of  Murder  is  conniv'd 
^t,  we  fhall  no  doubt  have  enough,  nay 
too  much  of  it ;  for  if  a  Man  is  weary  of 
his  Wife,  h^s  fpent  her  Fortune,  and 
wants  another,  *tis  but  fending  her  to  a 
Mad-Houfe  and  the  Buiinefs  is  done  at  once. 

How  many  have  already  been  mur-' 
dered  after  this  manner  is  beft  known  to 
juft  Heaven,  and  thofe  unjuft  Husbands 
and  their  damn'd  Accomplices,  who,  tho* 
now  fecure  in  their  Guilt,  will  one  Day 
find  'tis  Murder  of  the  blackeft  Dye  j  has 
the  leaff  claim  for  Mercy,  and  calls  aloud 
for  the  fevereft  Vengeance. 

How  many  are  yet  to  be  facrificed,  unlefs 
a  fpeedy  Stop  be  put  to  this  moft  accurfed 
Practice  I  tremble  to  think ;  our  Legifla- 
ture  cannot  take  this  Caufe  too  foon  in 
hand :  This  furely  cannot  be  below  their 
Notice,  and  'twill  be  an  eafy  matter  at 
once  to  fupprefs  all  thefe  pretended  Mad- 
Houfes.  Indulge,  gentle  Reader,  for  once 
the  doting  of  an  old  Man,  and  give  him 
leave  to  lay  down  his  little  Syftem  with- 
out arraigning  him  of  Arrogance  or  Am- 
E  bitioB 
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bition  to  a  be  Law-giver.  In  my  humble 
Opinion  all  private  Mad-Houfes  fliould  be 
fupprefs'd  at  once^  and  it  fliould  be  no  left 
than  Felony  to  confine  any  Perfon  under 
pretence  of  Madnefs  without  due  Au- 
thority. 

For  the  cure  of  thofe  who  are  really 
Lunatick,  licens'd  Mad-Houfes  fliould  be 
conftituted  in  convenient  Parts  of  the 
Town,  which  Houfes  fliould  be  fubjeft  to 
proper  Vifitation  and  Infpedion,  nor 
fliould  any  Perfon  be  fent  to  a  Mad- 
Houfe  without  due  Reafon,  Inquiry  and^ 
Authority. 

It  may  be  objected,  by  Perfons  deter- 
mined to  contradid  every  thing  and  approve 
nothing,  that  the  Abufes  complained  of 
are  not  fo  numerous  or  heinous  as  I  would 
infinuate :  Why  are  not  Fadts  advanced, 
they  will  be  apt  fay,  to  give  a  Face  of 
Truth  to  thefe  Affertions  ?  but  I  have  two 
Reafons  to  the  contrary ;  the  firft  is,  the 
more  you  convince  them  the  more  angry 
you  make  'em,  for  they  are  never  better 
plcafed  than  when  they  have  an  Opportu- 
nity of  finding  Fault :  Therefore  to  curry 
Favour  with  the  Fault-finders,  I  have  left 
em  a  loop  Hole :  the  fecond  and  real  is,  be- 
caufe  I  don't  care  to  bring  an  old  Houfe  over 
my  Head  by  mentioning  particular  Names 
or  fpecial  Cafes,  thereby  drawing  my 
felf  into  vexatious  Profecutions  and  Suits 

at 
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dt  Law,  from  litigious  Wretches,  who 
would  be  galled  to  find  their  Villainies 
made  publick ;  and  ftick  at  no  Expence 
or  foul  Play  to  revenge  themfelves.  Not 
but  I  could  bring  many  Inftances,  particu- 
larly of  an  unhappy  Widow,  put  in  by  a 
Villain  of  a  Husband,  and  now  continued 
in  for  the  fake  of  her  Jointure  by  her  un- 
natural Son,  FAR  from  common  Ho- 
nefty  or  Humanity.  Of  another  whofe 
Husband  keeps  his  Miftrefs  in  black  Vel- 
vet, and  is  feen  with  her  every  Night  at 
the  Opera  or  Play,  while  his  poor  Wife, 
(by  much  the  finer  Woman)  and  of  an  Un- 
derftanding  far  fuperior  to  her  thick 
Skull'd  Tyrant,  is  kept  mean  in  Diet  and 
Apparel,  nay  ill  us'd  into  the  Bargain; 
notwithftanding  her  Fortune  fupplies  all 
the  Villain  s  Extravagancies,  and  he  has 
not  a  Shilling  but  what  came  from  her : 
but  a  Beggar  when  once  fet  on  Horfeback 
proves  always  the  moft  unmerciful  Rid  er, 

I  cannot  leave  this  Subjei^  without  in- 
ferting  one  particular  Cafe. 

A  Lady  of  known  Beauty,  Vertue,  and 
Fortune,  nay  more,  of  Wifdom,  not  flafhy 
Wit,  was,  in  the  Prime  of  her  Youth  and 
Beauty,  and  when  her  Senfes  were  perfeft- 
ly  found,  carried  by  her  Husband  in  his 
Coach  as  to  the  Opera;  but  the  Coachman 
had  other  Inflrudions,  and  drove  direftly 
to  a  Mad-Houfe,  where  the  poor  innocent 
g  2  J.^dy 


Lady  v/as  no  fooner  introduced,  under  pre- 
tence of  calling  by  the  way  to  fee  fome 
Pictures  he  had  a  mind  to  buy,,  but  the 
Key  was  turn'd  upon  her,  and  flie  left  a 
Prifoner  by  her  faithlefs  Husband^  who 
,while  his  .injured  Wife  w^as  confined  and 
us'd  w^ith  the  utinoft  Barbarity,  He  like  a 
.profligate  Wretch  ran  through  her  For- 
tune with  Strumpets^  and  then,  ^bafeiy, 
under  Pretence  of  giving  her  Liberty, 
extorted  her  to  make  over  her  Jointure  : 
which  flie  had  no  fooner  done  but  he 
laughM  in  her  Face,  and  left  her  to  be 
as  ill  us'd  as  ever.  This  he  foon  ran 
through,  and-  (happily  for.  the  Lady)  died 
by.the  Juftice  of  Heaven  in  a  Sahvation  his 
JPebauches  had  oblig'd  him  to  undergo. 
[  During  her  Confinement,  the  Villain  of 
the  Mad-Houfe  frequently  attempted  her 
Chafb'ty  5  and  the  more  flie  repuls'd  him, 
the  woa:fe  he  treated  her:  till  at  lafl  he 
4rove  her  mad  in  good  earneft.  Her 
diftrefied  Brother,  who  is  fond  of  her  to 
the  laft  Degree,  now  confines  her  in  part 
)of  his  own  Hoafe,  treating  her  with  great 
Tendernefs;  but  has,  the  Mortification  to 
be  allured  by  the  ableft  Phyficians,  that  his 
poor  Sifler  is  irrecoverably  diftrafted. 

Numberlefs    are  the  Inftances   I   could 
prod,uce,  but  they  would  be  accounted  fic- 
titious, becaufe  I  don't  name  the  particular 
Perfon^j .  for  the  Reafqns  before  aifigned; 
,  '  but 
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but  the  Sufferings  of  thefe  poor  Ladies  arcj 
not  fiditious,  nor  are  the  Villainy  of  thrts 
Mad-Houfes,  or  the  unnatural,  though  fa- 
fhionable  Barbarity  of  Husbands  Clii- 
mira's,  but  too  foiid  Grievances  and  mani- 
feft  Violations  of  the  Laws  of  God  and 
Man. 

Moft  Gracious  and  Auguft  Queen  Caro- 
line !  Ornament  of  your  Sex,  and  Pride  of 
the  Uritifh  Nation !  the  beft  of  Mothers^ 
the  beft  of  Wives,  the  beft  of  Women ! 
Begin  this  Aufpicious  Reign  with  an  Action 
worthy  your  illuftrious  Self,  refcue  your 
injur'd  Sex  from  this  Tyranny,  nor  let  it 
be  in  the  Power  of  every  brutal  Husband 
to  Cage  and  confine  bis  Wife  at  pleafure: 
APra6tice  fcarce  heard  of  'till  of  late  Years. 
Nip  it  in  the  Bud  moft  gracious  Queen, 
and  draw  on  your  felf  the  Blellings  of 
numberlefs  of  the  fair  Sexj  now  groaning 
under  the  fevereft  and  moft  unjuft  Bondage. 
Reftore  'em.  to  their  Families,  let  em  by 
your  Means  enjoy  Light  and  Liberty:  That 
while  they  fondly  embrace,  and  with  Tears 
of  Joy  weep  over  their  dear  Children,  fo 
long  witheld  from,  them,  they  may  invoke 
accumulated  BleiTings  from  Heaven  upon 
your  Royal  Head ! 

And  you  ye  fair  illuflrious  Circle !  who 
adorn  the  Tiritifld  Court  I  and  every  Day 
furround  our  gracious  Queen :  Let  generous 
Pity  infpire  your  Souls,    and  move  you  to 

inters 
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intercede   with  your  noble  Conforts  for 
Rtdrefs  in  this  injurious  Affair.    Who  can 
deny  when    you    become  Suitors  ?     and 
who  knows  but  at    your  Rcqueft  a  Bill 
may  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  to  regulate 
thefe  Abufes  ?  The  Caufe  is  a  Noble  and 
a  Common  one,  and  ought  to  be  efpo'^fed  by 
every  Lady  who  would   claim  the  leaft 
Title  to  Vertue  or  Compaflion,     I  am  fure 
no  honeft  Member   in  cither  honourable 
Houfe  will  be  againft  fo  reafonable  a  Bill ; 
the  Bufinefs  is  for  fome  publick  Spirited 
Patriot  to  break  the  Ice,  by  bringing  it  into 
the  Houfe,  and  I  dare  lay  my  Life  it  paffes. 
I  muft  beg  my  Reader's  Indulgence,  being 
the  mofl:  immethcdical  Writer  imaginable  ^ 
\is  true,    I  lay  down  a  Scheme,  but  Fancy 
is  fo  fertile  I  often  ftart  frelh  Hints,    ^nd 
cannot  but  purfue   em^    pardon  therefore 
kind  Reader  my  digreflive  way  of  Writing, 
and  let  the  Subjed,    not  the  Stile  or  Me- 
thod engage  thy  Attention. 

Return  we  therefore  to  complain  of  de- 
ftrudive  Gamin g-Houfes,  the  Bane  of  our 
Youth,  and  Ruin  of  our  Children  and  Ser- 
vants. 

This  is  the  moft  unprofitable  Evil  up- 
on Earth,  for  it  only  tends  to  alienate 
the  proper  Current  of  Specie,  to  maintain 
a  pack  of  idle  fharping  Rafcals,  and  beg- 
gar unwary  Gentlemen  and  Traders. 

I 
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I  take  the  Itch  of  gaming  to  be  the  moft 
pernicious  of  Vices^  it  is  a  kind  of  ava- 
ritious  Madnefs;  and  if  People  have  not 
Senfe  to  command  themfelves  by  Reafon, 
they  ought  to  be  reftrained  by  Law  : 
Nor  fuffered  to  ruin  themfelves  and  Fa^ 
milies,  to  enrich  a  Crew  of  Sharpers. 

There  is  no  playing  on  the  Square  with 
thefe  Villains  ;  they  are  fure  to  cheat  you^ 
either  by  (light  of  Hand,  Confederacy,  or 
falfe  Dice,  ^r.  they  have  fo  much  the 
Odds  of  their  infatuated  Bubbles,  that 
they  might  fafely  play  a  Guinea  to  a  Shil- 
ling, and  yet  be  fure  of  winning.  This 
is  but  genteel  Pocket-picking,  or  Felony 
with  another  Name,  and  yet,  fo  fond  ara> 
we  of  it,  that  from  the  Foot-boy  to  the 
Lord,  all  muft  have  a  touch  of  gaming ; 
and  there  are  Sharpers  of  different  Stati- 
ons and  Denominations,  from  Southwark 
Fair  to  the  Groom  Porter y.  Shame,  that 
Gentlemen  ihould  fuffer  every  Scoundrel 
to  mix  with  them  for  Gaming  fake !  And 
equal  Shame,  that  honeft  laborious  Trades- 
men fliould  be  obftruded  in  crofling  the 
publick  Streets,  by  the  gilt  Chariots  of  Va-^ 

fabond  Gamefters  •  who  now  infeft  the 
.and,    and    brave  even  our  Nobility  and 
Gentry  with  their  own  Money  ! 

But  the  moft  barbarous  Part  of  this 
hellifli  Trade,  is  what  they  call  fetting 
of  young  Gentlemen,   Apprentices,    and 

others; 
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Others  ;    this  ought  to  be  deem'd  Feloiiy, 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy  ;    ibr  'tis  the 
worft  of  Thievery.     Under  Pretence  of; 
taking  a  Bottle,  or  fpending  an  Evening 
gayly,    they  draw  their  Cull  to  the  Ta-: 
vern,  where  they  fit  not  long  before  the 
DeviPs  Bones  or  Books  are  found  acciden- 
tally on  purpofe,    by  the  Help  of  which 
they  ftrip  my  Gentleman  in  an  Infiant, 
and  then  generoufly   lend   him  his  own 
Money,  to  lofe  a  trefli,  and  create  a  Debt, 
which  is  but  too  otcen  more  juftly  paid 
than  thofe  more  jurtly  due. 

If  we  look  into  fome  late  Bankrupcies, 
we  fhall  find  fome  noted  Gamefiers  the 
principal  Creditors;  I  think,  in  fuch 
Cafes,  'twould  be  but  Juftice  to  make 
void  the  Gamefi:er's  Debr^  and  fubjeCt  his 
Eftate  to  make  good  che  Deficiencies 
of  the  Bankrupt's  Eif^fts.  If  Traders 
have  no  more  Wit,  the  Publick  ilxould 
have  Pky  on  'em  ,  and  make  it  as  penal 
to  lofe  as  to  win  :  And,  in  Truth,  if 
Cards,  Dice,  (jc^  were  totally  fupprefs'd, 
Induftry  and  Arts  would  encreafe  the 
more;  Gaming  may  make  a  Man  crafty, 
but  not  polite  ;  one  may  underfi:and  Cards 
and  Dice  perfeftly  well,  and  be  a  Block- 
head in  every  Thing  elfe, 

lam  forry  to  fee  it  fo  prevalent  in  the 
City,    ;imong  the  trading  Part  of  Man- r 
kind,    who  have  introduc'd  it  into  their  , 
Clubs,  and  Play  fo  high  of  late,    that 

many 
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many  Bankrupts  have  been  made  by  this 
pernicious  Praftice. 

It  is  the  Bane  of  all  Converfation  :  Ancf 
thofe  who  can't  fit  an  Hour  without 
Gaming,  fhould  never  go  into  a  Club  to 
fpoil  Company.  In  a  Word,  'tis  mere 
Madnefs,  and  a  moft  ftupid  Thing  to 
hazard  ones  Fortune,  and  perplex  ones 
Mind  ;  nay,  to  fit  up  whole  Nights, 
poring  over  Toys  of  pipt  Ivory  and  paint- 
ed Pafteboard,  making  our  felves  worfe 
than  little  Children,  whofe  innocent  Sports 
we  fo  much  ridicule. 

To  fum  up  all,  I  think  'twould  be  a 
noble  Retribution,  to  fubjeft  Gamefl:er's 
Efl:ates  to  the  Ufeand  Support  of  the  poor 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  their  unfortunate 
Bubbles. 

Sunday  Debauches  are  Abufes  that  call 
loud  for  Amendment:  'Tis  m  this  perni- 
cious Soil  the  Seeds  of  Ruin  are  firffc 
fown.  Inftead  ofaDay  ofReft,  we  make 
it  a  Day  of  Labour,  by  toiling  in  the  De- 
vil's Vineyard  ;  and  but  too  many  furfeit 
themfelves  with  the  Fruits  of  Gluttony, 
Drunkennefs,  and  Uncleannefs. 

Not  that  I  am  fo  fupercilioufly  ?indc^ 
to  have  the  Sabbath  kept  as  rigidly  here 
as  in  Scotland^  but  then  there  ought  to  be 
a  Mi^dium  between  the  Severity  of  a  Faff, 
and  the  Riot  of  Saturnalia*  Inftead  of 
a  decent  and  chearfulSolemnity,  ourTa-- 
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verns  and  Publick-Houfes  have  more  Bu- 
finefs  that  Day  than  all  the  Week  befide. 
Our  Apprentices  plume  themfelves  ;  nay, 
fome  fcruple  not  to  put  on  their  Swords 
and  Tye  Wigs,  or  Toupees  j  and  the  loofe 
End  of  the  Town  is  their  Rendezvous, 
Sunday  being  Market-Day  all  round  the 
Hundreds  of  T>rury. 

While  we  want  Servants  to  do  our 
Work,  thofe  Hundreds,  as  they  call  'em, 
are  crowded  with  Numbers  of  idle  im- 
pudent Sluts,  who  love  Sporting  more 
than  Spinning,  and  inveigle  our  Youth  to 
their  Ruin  :  Nay,  many  old  Lechers 
(^Beafts  as  they  are^  Heal  from  their  Fa- 
milies, and  feck  thefe  Harlot's  lurking 
Holes,  to  praftice  their  unaccountable 
Schemes  of  new  invented  Lewdneffes : 
Some  half  hang  themfelves,  others  are 
whipt,  fome  lie  under  a  Table  and  gnaw 
the  Bones  that  are  thrown  'em,  while 
others  ftand  flaving  among  a  Parcel  of 
Drabs  at  a  Wafhing-Tub.  Strange  that 
the  Inclination  fhould  not  die  with  the 
Power,  but  that  old  Fools  fhould  make 
themfelves  the  Prey  and  Ridicule  of  a 
Pack  of  Strumpets ! 

Some  heedlefs  Youths  are  wheedled  into 
Marriage,  which  makes  them  and  their 
Uiihappy  Parents  miferable  all  their  Lives  ^ 
ot'iers  are  drawn  into  Extravagancies,  and 
bui  too  often  run  into  their  Maftci'^Cafh,. 
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and  for  fear  of  a  Difcovery,  make  away 
with  themfelves;  or  at  leaft  run  away  and 
leave  their  diftrafted  Parents  in  a  Thou- 
fand  Fears  :  Not  to  mention  the  Fruftra-* 
tion  of  their  Fortune,  and  the  Miferies 
that  attend  a  Vagabond  Life.  Thus  ho- 
fleft  Parents  lofe  their  Children,  and 
Traders  their  Apprentices,  and  all  from 
a  Liberty  we  have  of  late  given  our  Youth 
of  rambling  Abroad  onSundays:  For  many, 
now  a-days,  will  lie  out  all  Night,  or  ftay 
out  fo  late  to  give  no  fmall  Difturbance  in 
fober  Families.  It  therefore  behoves  every 
Mafter  of  a  Family  to  have  his  Servants 
under  his  Eye :  And  if  the  going  to  Church, 
Meeting,  or  whatever  Place  of  Worfhip 
fuited  their  Religion,  were  more  enforced, 
it  would  be  to  much  the  better.  ^ 

In  (horc,  the  Luxury  of  the  Age  will 
be  the  Ruin  of  the  Nation,  if  not  pre- 
vented. We  leave  Trade  to  game  in 
Stocks:  We  live  above  ourfelves,  and 
barter  our  Ready-money  for  Trifles  ;  Tea 
and  Wine  are  all  we  feem  anxious  for,  and 
God  has  given  the  Bleffiags  of  Life  to  an 
ungrateful  People,  who  defpife  their  own 
Produftions.  Our  very  Plough- Fellows 
drink  Wine  now  a-days  ;  Our  Farmers, 
Grafiers,  and  Butchers,  arc  above  Malt- 
Liquors;  and  the  wholefome  Breakfaft  of 
Water-gruel  and  Milk-pottage  is  changM  > 
for  Coffee  and  Tea.  This  is  the  Reafon 
F  2  Provifions 
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Provifions  and  Corn,  (^c.  are  fo  dear ;  we 
all  work  for  Vintners,  and  raife  our  Prices 
one  upon  another  to  fuch  a  Degree,  'twill 
be  an  Impoffibiiity  to  live,  and  we  fhall, 
of  Courfe,  become  our  own  Devourers. 

We  ftrain  at  a  Gnat  and  fvvallow  a 
Camel :  And,  in  this  Inftance,  the  Pub- 
lick  Houfes  are  kept  open  to  furnifh  our 
Luxury,  while  we  deny  ourfelves  other 
Neceflaries  of  Life,  out  of  a  Scruple  of 
Confcience.  For  Example;  in  extreme 
hot  Weather,  when  Meat  will  not  keep 
from  Saturday  to  Sunday^  we  throw,  or 
caufe  to  be  thrown  away,  vaft  Quantities 
of  tainted  Meat,  and  have  generally  (link- 
ing Dinners,  becaufe  the  Butchers  dare 
not  fell  a  Joint  of  Meat  on  a  Sunday 
Morning.  Now,  tho'  I  would  not  have 
the  Sabbath  fo  far  violated  as  to  have  it 
Market-Day,  yet,  rather  than  abufe  God's 
Mercies  by  throwing  away  Creatures 
given  for  our  Ufe,  nay,  for  our  own 
Healths  and  Cleanlinefs  Sake,  I  would 
have  the  fame  Indulgeace  in  extreme  hot 
Weather,  as  there  is  for  Milk  and  Mack- 
rell ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  Meat  might  be 
kiird  in  the  cool  of  the  Morning,  c'/^. 
One  or  Two  of  the  Clock,  and  fold  'till 
Nine,  and  no  longer :  Nor  fhould  vil- 
iainous  Informers  have  Power  to  moleft 
them  in  this  innocent  and  reafonable 
Amendment  of  a  ridiculous  vulgar  Error-. 
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I  cannot  forbear  raking  Notice  of  the 
extravagant  Ufe,  or  rather  Abufe  of  that 
naufeous  Liquor,  calPd  GENE  VAy 
among  our  lower  fort.  Thofe  who  deny, 
that  an  inferior  Clafs  of  People  are  moft 
neceflary  in  a  Body  Politick,  contradift 
Reafon  and  Experience  itfelf,  fince  they 
are  moft  ufeful  when  Induftrioue,  and  as 
pernicious  when  lazy.  By  their  Induftry 
our  Manufactures,  Trade,  and  Commerce 
are  carried  on  :  The  Merchant  in  his 
Compting  Houfe,  and  the  Captain  in  his 
Cabbin  would  find  but  little  Employment 
were  it  not  that  many  Hands  carried  oa 
the  diilferent  Branches  of  the  Concern 
they  fuperintended. 

But  now  fo  far  are  our  common  People 
infatuated  with  Geneva^  that  Half  the 
Work  is  not  done  now  as  formerly.  It 
debilitates  and  enervates  them,  and  they 
are  not  near  fo  ftrong  and  healthy  as  for- 
merly. This  accurfed  Liquor  is  in  itfelf 
fo  diuretick,  it  over -ftrains  the  Parts  of 
Generation,  and  makes  our  common 
People  incapable  of  getting  fuch  lufty 
Children  as  they  us'd  to  do.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  Women,  by  drinking  it,  fpoil 
jtheir  Milk,  and  by  giving  it  to  young 
Children,  %s  they  foolifhly  do,  fpoil 
the  Stomach,  and  hinder  Digeftion ;  fo 
that  in  lefs  than  an  Age,  we  may  expeft 
3  fine  Spindle-fhank'd  Generation, 

There 


C4<5) 
There  is  not  in  Nature  To  unhealthy  a 
Liquor  as  Gene'va^  efpecially  as  common- 
ly fold  :  It  curdles  the  Blood,  it  ftupifies 
the  Senfes,  it  weakens  the  Nerves,  it  fpoils 
the  Eye-fight,  and  entirely  ruins  the  Sto- 
mach ;  nay,  Ibme  Stomachs  have  been 
rendered  fo  cold  by  the  Ufe  of  Genet'a^ 
that  Lamp-Spirits  have  not  been  a  Oram 
warm  enough  for  em.  Surely  they  will 
come  to  drink  Aquafortis  at  laft  ! 

On  the  contrary,  our  own  Malt  Liquors, 
efpecially  common  Draught  Beer,  is  moft 
whdefome   and    nourifhing,      and    has 
brought  up  better  Generations  than  the 
prefent  :  It  is  ftrengthening,  cooling,  and 
balfamick:    It  helps  Digeftion,    and  car- 
ries Nourifhment  with  it.    And,  in  fpight 
of  the  Whims  of  fome  Phyficians,  is  moft 
pertinent  to  a  humane,    efpecially  a  good 
wholefome    'Englijh   Conftitution.     Nay, 
the  honeft  Part  of  the  Faculty  deny  not 
the  Ufe  of  Small-Beer  well  brew'd,  even 
I  in  Fevers.     I  my  felf   have  found  great 
I  Benefit  by  it ;  and  if  it  be  good  in  its  Kind 
\  'cis  the  fineft  Julap  upon  Earth. 

If  this  Abufe  of  Geneva  be  not  ftopt, 
we  may  go  whoop  for  Husbandmen,  La- 
bourers, (jc.  Trade  muft  confequently  ftand 
ftill,  and  the  Credit  of  the  Nation  fink  : 
Nor  is  the  Abatement  of  the  Excife,  thb* 
very  confiderable,  and  moft  worthy  Notice, 
any  ways  comparable  to  the  Corruption  of 
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^anners^  the  Deftrudioa  of  Health,  and 
all  the  Train  of  Evils  we  are  tnreatea'd 
with  from  pernicious  Gene'va^ 


An  effeBt4al  Method  to  pre'vent  Street'* 
Rohheries. 

TH  E  principal  Encouragements,  and 
Opportunity  given  to  Street- Robbers 
is,  that  our  Streets  are  fo  poorly  watch'd ; 
the  Watchmen,  for  the  moft  Part,  being 
decrepid,  fuperannuated  Wretches,  with 
one  Foot  in  the  Grave,  and  the  t'other 
ready  to  follow,-  fo  feeble,  that  a  Puff 
of  Breath  can  blow  'em  down :  Poor  crazy 
Mortals!  Much  fitter  for  an  Alms-houfe 
than  a  Watch-houfe.  A  City  watch'd  and 
guarded  by  fuch  Animals,  is  wretchedly 
watch'd  indeed. 

Nay,  fo  little  Terror  do  our  Watchmen 
carry  with  them,  that  hardy  Thieves  make 
a  mere  Jeft  of  'em,  and  fometimes  oblige 
even  the  very  Watchm.en,  who  fhould  ap- 
prehend 'em,  to  light  'em  in  their  Roguery  : 
And  what  can  a  poor  Creature  do,  in  Ter- 
ror of  his  Lfc,  furrounded  by  a  Pack  of 
Ruffians,  and  no  Aillflance  near. 

Add  to  this,  that  our  Rogues  are  grown 
more  wicked  than  ever,  and  Vice  in  all 
Kinds  is  fo  much  wink'd  at,  that  Robbery 
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is  accounted  a  petty  Crime.  We  take  pains 
to  puff  em  up  in  their  Villainy,  and  Thieves 
are  fet  out  in  fo  amiable  a  Light  in  the 
Seggars  Opera^  that  it  has  taught  them  to 
value  them felves  on  their  Profeflion,  rather 
than  be  afliam'd  of  it. 

There  was  fome  Ceffation  of  Street- 
Robberies,  from  the  Time  of  IBtmworth 
znd^  'Blewitis  Execution,  'till  the  Intro- 
duction of  this  pious  Opera.  Now  we  find 
the  Cartouchian  Villainies  revived,  and 
JLiOndon^  that  us'd  to  be  the  mod  fafc  and 
peaceful  City  in  the  Univerfe,  is  now  a 
Seen©  of  Rapine  and  Danger.  If  fome  of 
Cartonch's  Gang  be  not  come  over  to  in- 
flrud  our  Thieves,  ana  propagate  their 
Schemes,  we  have,  doubtleft,  a  Cartoucb 
of  our  own,  and  a  Gang,  which,  if  not 
fupprefs'd,  may  be  full  as  pernicious  as  ever 
CartoitcFs  was,  and  Londoti  will  be  as 
dangerous  as  Taris^  if  due  Care  be  not 
taken. 

We  ought  to  begin  our  Endeavours  to 
fupprefs  thefe  Villainies  -,  firft  by  Heavenly, 
and  then  by  Earthly  Means. 
•  By  Heavenly  Means,  in  enforcing  and 
encouraging  a  Reformation  oLManners,  by 
fiipprelTuig  of  Vice  and  Immorality,  and 
punilliing  Prophanenefs  and  Licentioufnefs. 
Our  Youth  are  corrupted  by  filthy,  lewd 
Ballads,  fung  and'  fold  publickly  in  our 
Streets  ;    Nay,   unlicens'd  and  unftamp'd, 
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tiotwithftanding  Afts  of  Parliament  to  tH6 
contrary. 

Coachmen^  Carmen^  (j'C.  are  indulg'd 
in  Swearing  after  the  moft  blafphemous, 
fhocking,  and  unaccountable  Rate  that  ever 
was  known.  New  Oaths  and  Blafphemies 
are  daily  utter 'd  and  invented,  and  rather 
than  not  exercife  this  hellifli  Tallent,  they 
will  vent  their  Curfes  on  their  very  Horfes  j 
and.  Oh  ftupid !  Damn  the  Blood  of  a 
Poft,  rather  than, want  fomething  to  curfe. 

Our  common  Women  too  have  learn'd 
this  Vice ;  and  not  only  Strumpets,  but 
labouring  Women,  who  keep  ourMarkets, 
and  vend  Things  about  Street,  fwear  and 
curfe  at  a  moft  hideous  Rate.  Their  Chil- 
dren learn  it  from  the  Parents,  and  thofe 
of  the  middle,  or  even  the  better  Sort  of 
People,  if  they  pafs  through  the  Streets  to 
School,  or  to  play,  catch  the  Infeftion,  and 
carry  home  fuch  Words  as  muft  confe- 
quently  be  very  fliocking  to  fober  Parent $<( 

Our  Youth,  in  general,  have  too  much 
Liberty ;  the  Sabbath  is  not  kept  with 
due  Solemnity  ;  Mafters  and  Miftreffes  of 
Families  are  too  remifs  in  the  Care  of  the 
Souls  committed  to  their  Charge.  Family 
Prayer  is  ncglefted  ;  and,  to  the  Shame  of 
Scoffers  be  it  fpoken,  too  much  ridiculed. 
All  Ages  and  Sexes,  if  in  Health,  fhould 
be  obliged  to  attend,  publlck  Worfhip,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpcftive  Opinions. 
G  Were 
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Were  It  only  to  ktep  Youth  out  of  Harm's 
Way,  it  would  do  well.  But  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  if  their  Parents,  Matters,  or  Mi- 
ftrefles,  fhould  oblige  their  Attendance  at 
publick  Devotion,  they  would  edify  by 
what  they  fhould  hear,  and  many  wicked 
A(3s  would  be  ftifled  in  their  Infancy, 
and  checxk'd  even  in  the  Intention,  by 
good  and  ukh\\  Doflrine. 

Oar  common  People  make  it  a  Day  of 
Debauch,  and  get  fo  drunk  on  a  Sunday, 
they  cannot  work  for  a  Day  or  two  fol- 
lowing. Nay,  fince  the  Ufe  of  Geneva 
has  become  fo  common,  many  get  fo  often 
drunk  they  cannot  work  at  all,  but  run 
from  one  Irregularity  to  another,  'till  at 
laft  they  become  arrant  Rogues.  And 
this  is  the  Foundation  of  all  our  prefent 
Complaints. 

We  will  fuppofe  a  Man  able  to  maintain 
himfelf  and  Family  by  his  Trade,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  to  be  a  Geneva-drinker: 
This  Fellow  firft  makes  himfelf  inca- 
pable of  working,  by  being  continually 
drunk;  this  runs  him  behind-hand,  and 
he  either  pawns  or  neglefls  his  Work,  for 
which  Reafon  no  Body  will  employ  him. 
At  lail,  Fear  of  Arrefts,  his  own  Hunger, 
the  Cries  of  his  Family  for  Bread,  his  na- 
tu-al  Defiie  to  fupport  an  irregular  Life, 
/  and  a  propcnfe  Hatred  to  Labour,  turn 
but  100  many  an  honeft  Tradefman  into 
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an  arrant  defperate Rogue :  And  thefe  are 
commonly  the  Means  that  furnifh  us  with 
Thieves  and  Villains  in  general. 

Thus  is  a  Man,  that  might  be  ufeful 
in  a  Body  politick,  rendered  obnoxious  to 
the  fame:  And  if  this  Trade  of  Wicked- 
nefs  goes  on,  they  will  grow  and  encreafe 
upon  us,  infomuch,  that  we  fball  not 
dare  to  ftir  out  of  our  Habitations;  nay,  it 
will  be  well  if  they  arrive  not  to  the  Im- 
pudence of  plundering  our  Houfes  at 
Noon  day. 

Where  is  the  Courage  of  the  EngHJJo 
Nation,  that  a  Gertleman,  with  Six  or 
Seven  Servants,  fhall  be  robb*d  by  one 
fingle  Highwayman  ?  Yet  we  have  lately 
had  Inftancesof  this;  and  for  this  we  may 
thank  our  EfFcminacy,  our  Toupee  Wigs, 
and  powder'd  Pares,  our  Tea,  and  other 
fcandalous  Fopperies;  and  above  all,  the 
Difufe  of  noble  and  manly  Sports,  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  a  brave  People,  once  in  Vogue, 
but  now  totally  loft  among  us. 

Let  not  the  Reader  thirk  I  run  from 
my  Subjeft,  if  I  fearch  the  Bottom  of  the 
Diftemper  before  I  propofe  a  Cure,  which 
having  done,  tho' indeed  but  flightly,  for 
this  is  an  Argument  could  be  carried  to 
a  much  greater  Length,  I  proceed  next  to 
propofe  Earthly  Mvans  in  the  Manner  fol- 
lowing. 

G  2  Let 
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Let  the  Watch  be  compofed  of  ftout 
able  bodied  Men,  and  of  thofe  at  lead 
treble  the  Number  now  fubfifting,  that 
is  to  fay,  a  Watchman  to  every  Forty 
Houfes,  Twenty  on  one  Side  of  the  Way, 
and  Twenty  on  the  other ;  for  it  is  ob- 
fervable,  that  a  Man  cannot  well  fee  di- 
ftinCtly  beyond  the  Extent  of  Twenty 
Houfes  in  a  Row  ;  if  'tis  a  fingle  Row, 
and  no  oppofite  Houfes,  the  Charge  muft 
be  greater,  and  their  Safety  lefs.  Jhis 
Man  fiiould  be  elefled,  and  paid  by  the 
Houfekeepers  themfelves,  to  prevent  Mif- 
application  and  Abufe,  fo  much  complain'd 
of,  in  the  Diftribution  of  Publick  Money. 

He  fhould  be  allowed  los.  per  Jmmm, 
by  each  Houfekeeper,  which  at  Forty 
Houfes,  as  above  fpecify'd,  amounts  to 
20  /.  per  Annum^  almoft  treble  to  what  is 
at  prefent  allowed  ;  and  yet  moft  Houfe- 
keepers  are  charged  at  leaft  is.  6d.  a 
Qaarter  to  the  Watch,  whofe  beat  is,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  little  lefs  than  the  Com- 
pafs  of  half  a  Mile. 

This  Salary  is  fomething  of  Encourage- 
ment, and  a  pretty  Settlement  to  a  poor 
Man,  who,  with  Frugality,  may  live  de- 
cently thereon,  and,  by  due  Reft,  be 
enabled  to  give  vigilant  Attendance. 

If  a  Houfekeeper  break,  or  a  Houfe  is 
empty,  the  poor  Watchman  ought  not  tp 
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fuffer,  the  Deficiency  fhould  be  made  up 
by  the  Houfekeepers  remaining. 

Or,  indeed,  all  Houfekeepers  might  be 
excused,  if  a  Tax  of  only  i  s.  per  Jnnum 
were  levied  on  every  Batchelor  within  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  and  above  the  Age  of 
One  and  Twenty,  who  is  not  a  Houfe- 
keeper  ;  for  thefe  young  Sparks  are  a 
Kind  of  unprofitable  Gentry  to  the  State; 
they  claim  publick  Safety  and  Advantages, 
and  yet  pay  nothing  to  the  Publick,  nay 
indeed,  they,  in  a  Manner,  live  upon  the 
Publick,  for  (on  ?l  Sunday  tf^tc'i^Wy)  at 
leaft  a  Million  of  thefe  Gentlemen  quar- 
ter themfelves  upon  the  married  Men, 
and  rob  many  Families  of  part  of  a  Week's 
,Provifion,  more  particularly  when  they 
play  a  good  Knife  and  Fork,  and  are  of 
the  Family  of  the  Tuckers. 

I  beg  Pardon  for  this  whimfical  Propo- 
fal,  which,  ludicrous  as  it  feems,  has 
fomething  in  it  ;  and  may  be  improved. 
Return  we^  in  the  mean  Time,  to  our 
Subjea. 

The  Watch  thus  ftationM,  ftrengthen'd, 
and  encouraged,  let  every  Watchman  be 
arm'd  with  Fire-Arms  and  Sword;  and 
let  no  Watchman  ftand  above  Twenty 
Doors  diftant  from  his  Fellow. 

Let  each  Watchman  be  provided  with 
a  Bugle- Horn,  to  found  on  Alarm,  or  in 
Time  of  Danger  j  and  let  it  be  made  pe- 
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nal,  if  not  Felony,  for  any  but  a  Watch- 
man to  found  a  Horn  in  and  about  the 
City,  from  the  Time  of  their  going  on, 
to  that  of  their  going  off. 

An  ObjeSion  will  be  here  made  on 
Account  of  the  Poft-Boys,  to  obviate 
which,  I  had  Thoughts  of  a  Bell,,  but 
that  would  be  too  ponderous  and  trouble* 
fome  for  a  Watchman  to  carry,  befides 
bis  Arms  and  Lanthorn.  As  to  a  fixM 
Bell,  if  the  Watchman  is  at  another  Part 
of  his  Walk,  how  can  he  give  Notice? 
Befides,  Rogues  may  play  Tricks 
with  the  Bell ;  whereas  a  Horn  is  portable, 
always  ready,  and  moft  alarming. 

Let  the  Poll:- Boys,  therefore,  ufe  fome 
other  Signal,  fince  this  is  moft  convenient 
CO  this  more  material  Purpofe.  They 
may  carry  a  Bell  in  a  Holfter,  with  Eafe, 
and  give  Notice  by  that,  as  well  as  thofe  . 
who  colle£t  the  Letters, 

That  the  Watchmen  may  fee  from  one 
End  of  their  Walks  to  the  other,  let  a 
convenient  Number  of  Lamps  be  fet  up, 
and  thofe  not  of  the  Convex  Kind,  which 
blind  the  Eyes,  and  are  of  no  manner  of 
Ufe  ,  they  dazzle,  but  give  no  diftinO: 
Light :  And  farther,  rather  than  prevent 
Robberies.  xMany,  deceived  and  blinded 
by  t\\tiQ  Ignes  fatiii,  have  been  run  over 
by  Coaches,  Carts,  (^c.  People  (tumble 
more  upon  one  another,  even  under  thefe 

v^ry 
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very  Lamps,  than  in  the  Dark.  In  fhorr, 
they  are  moft  unprofitable  Lights,  and, 
in  my  Opinion,  rather  Abufes  than  Bene- 
fits. 

Befides,  I  fee  no  Reafon  why  every  Ten 
Houfekeepers  can't  find  a  Lamp  among 
themfelves,  and  let  their  Watchman  drefs 
it,  rather  than  fatten  a  crew  of  Direftors : 
But  we  are  fo  fond  of  Companies,  'tis  a 
Wonder  we  have  not  our  Shooes  black'd 
by  one,  and  a  Set  of  Direftors  made  rich 
at  the  Expence  of  our  very  Black-guards. 
Convenient  Turn-pikes  and  Stoppages 
may  be  made  to  prevent  Efcapes,  and  it 
will  be  proper  for  a  Watchman  to  be 
placed  at  one  of  thefe,  fix'd  at  the  End  of 
a  Lane,  Court,  Alley,  or  other  Thorough- 
fare, which  may  happen  in  any  Part  of 
his  Beat,  and  fo  as  not  to  obftrud  his 
View  to  both  Ends  thereof,  or  being  able 
to  give  Notice,  as  aforefaid  ;  for  the 
Watch  ought  to  be  in  View,  as  well  as  in 
the  Hearing  of  each  other,  or  they  may 
be  overpowered,  and  much  Danger  may 
happen. 

The  Sti-eets  thus  guarded  and  illumi- 
nated, what  remains,  but  that  the  Money 
allotted  by  the  Government  be  inftantiy 
paid  on  Conviftion  of  every  Offender; 
for  Delays  in  this  Cafe  are  of  dangerous 
Confequence,  and  no  Body  will  venture 
their  Lives  in  Hopes  of  a  Reward,    if  it 

be 
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be  not  duly  and  timely  paid.  If  there  is 
Reafon  of  Complaint  on  this  Head,  it 
ought  to  be  lookM  into  by  thofe  at  the 
Helm  ;  fornothing  can  be  more  vile  than 
for  Underlings  to  abufe  the  Benevolence 
of  the  Publickj  or  their  Superiors,  by  fink- 
ing, abridging,  or  delaying  publick  or 
private  Benefits.  And  it  is  by  no  Means 
below  the  Dignity,  or  Care,  even  of  the 
greateft,  to  fee  the  Difpofal  of  their  own 
Bounty  and  Charity ;  tor  it  lofes  but  too 
often  by  the  Carriage  :  And  where  a 
Nobleman,  or  other  generous  Perfon,  has 
orderM  Five  Guineas  to  be  given,  'tis  well 
if  the  proper  Objeft  has  had  even  One. 

Something  allowM  by  the  Chamber  of 
London^  to  every  Perfon  apprehending  a 
Robber,  would  have  a  good  EffeA,  elpe- 
cially  if  it  be  not  told  over  a  Gridiron, 
but  paid  without  Delay,  or  Abatement. 
And  what  if  the  fewer  CuOards  are  eat,  fo 
it  augment  the  Publick  Safety. 

Some  of  our  common  Soldiery  are  (and 
I  hope  unjuftly}  fufpedled.  This  may  be 
eafily  confuted,  if  ftrid:  Orders  are  en- 
forc'd,  that  none  but  Commiffion,  or 
Warrant  OiBcers  fhall  be  out  of  their 
Quarters  after  Ten  at  Night.  But  if  we 
confider,  that  neither  'Blewit^  Hunwortb^ 
or  their  Gangs,  were  Soldiers,  and  that  of 
thofe  who  have  been  executed  for  Ten 
Years  paft,  not  One  in  Ten  were  Soldiers, 

but, 
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but,  on  the  contrary^  Seamen  difcharg'd, 
and  thrown  oa  the  Publick,  without  pre- 
fent  Subfiftence,  which  made  them  del^ 
perate  :  But  I  hope  the  Afl  now  depend- 
ing for  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen,  (^c. 
will  fufficiently  remove  that  Obftaclealfo. 
This,  I  hope,  will  flop  the  iMouths  of 
cenforious  Perfons,  who  unjuftly  arraign 
our  Soldiery  for  the  Vices  of  others; 
However,  to  make  all  eafy,  I  believe  the 
Generality  of  them  will  gladly  fubmit  to 
theReftraint  propos'd,  merely  to  fhow 
their  Innocence, 

Mean  Time,  would  his  moft  facred 
Majefty  let  them  partake  of  his  Bounty^ 
as  the  Officers,  (^c.  have  done,  and  raife 
their  Pay,  were  it  but  One  Penny  pef 
T)iemj  it  would  be  a  moft  Royal  Bounty, 
would  confiderably  contribute  to  their 
Support,  and  put  them  above  any  fordid 
Views  :  And  there  was  never  more  Occa- 
fion  than  now,  when  Provifion^  of  all 
Kinds  are  fo  exceffive  dear. 

Having  offered  my  little  Mite  to  the 
Publick,  I  beg  they  will  excufe  the  Defi- 
ciency of  my  Stile,  and  Multitude  of  my 
Errors,  for  my  Intention's  Sake.  I  write 
without  Prorpe£t  of  G^in  :  If  I  am  cen- 
fured,  *tis  what  I  can  but  exoedJ ;  ^ut  if, 
among  all  my  Schemes,  One  pr6ves  of 
Service,  my  Defires  and  Labours  are 
amply  anfwer'd. 

H  Omiffions. 
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OMISSIONS. 

IN  my  Scheme  for  an  Univerfity  in 
London^  I  propofed  only  a  Hall  or 
publick  Room  ^  on  Recolk£tion  I  find  it 
lliould  be  a  large  Houfe  or  Inn^  in  the  Na* 
tiire  of  a  College,  with  (lore  of  conve- 
nient Rooms  for  Gentlemen,  not  only  to 
ftudy  feparately,  but  wherein  to  lodge 
their  Books,  for  'twould  be  moft  inconve- 
nient to  lug  them  backwards  and  forwards : 
They  may  indeed  Breakfaft,  Sup,  and  Sleep 
at  Home,  but  'twill  be  highly  necelfary 
they  fliould  dine  in  Commons,  or  at  leaft 
near  the  College  j  not  that  I  would  have 
Cooks,  Butlers,  Caterers,  Manciples,  and 
the  whole  Train  of  College  Cannibals  re- 
tained ;  but  for  fear  they  fliould  ftay  too 
long  at  Home,  or  be  hindred  from  return- 
ing to  Study  in  due  time,  fome  proper 
Place  or  Perfon  might  be  pitch'd  upon  to 
keep  an  Ordinary  at  a  prefix'd  Price  and 
Hour,    and  for  the  Students  only. 

My  Reafons  are  thefe  : 

Firft,  A  young  Gentleman  may  live  too 
far  from  College. 

Second,  The  College  Hours  for  Dinner, 
may  not  agree  with  thofe  of  the  Family. 

Third, 
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Third,  Company  may  drop  in  and  de- 
tain him. 

Thefe  being,  I  think,  the  only  mate- 
rial  Objeftions  could  be  offered,  I  hopt^  I 
have  amply  provided  againft  them,  and 
rendered  my  Projed  more  perfeft  and  un- 
exceptionable. 

One  Omilfion  I  made  in  the  Difcourfe  on 
Mad-Houfes,  (^c.  is,  that  Maiden  Ladies 
as  well  as  Widows  and  Wives,  are  liable 
to  the  Inquilition  there  complained  of, 
and  I  am  inform'd  a  good  Eftate  is  lately 
come  to  a  worthlefs  Family,  by  the  Death, 
or  rather  Murder  of  an  innocent  young 
Creature,  who  being  left  very  rich,  chofe 
to  live  with  her  Friends  ;  but  well  had  it 
been  for  her,  had  ihe  taken  up  her  Abode 
among  Strangers,  for  they  ftav'd  off  all 
Propofals  for  Marriage  a  confiderable  time, 
and  when  at  laft  they  found  the  Lady 
would  not  be  hindered  from  altering  her 
Condition,  fhe  was  hurried  away  to  a 
Mad-Houfe,  where  flie  miferably  ended 
her  Days,  while  they  rioted  in  the  Pillage 
of  her  Fortune.  Thus  neither  Maid, 
Wife  or  Widdow,  are  fafe,  while  thefe 
aecurfed  Mad-Houfes  are  fuffered :  Nay,  I 
fee  no  Reafon,  (if  the  Age  improves  in 
Wickednefs,  as  in  all  Probability  it  may) 
but  the  Men,  per  Contra^  may  take  their 
Tprn?,  Younger  Brothers,  (jc.  may  clap 
H  z  up 


up  their  Elders  and  jump  into  their  Eftate^ 
for  there  are  no  Queftions  ask'd  at  thefe 
Mad-Houfes,  but  who  is  the  Pay-mafter, 
and  how  much ;  give  them  but  their 
Price,  mad  or  not  mad  'tis  no  matter 
whom  they  confine ;  fo  that  if  any  Perfon 
lives  longer  than  his  Relations  think  con^ 
venient,  they  know  their  Remedy,  'tis 
but  fending  them  to  a  Mad-Houfe  and 
the  Eftate's  their  own. 

Having  anfwerd  all  that  I  think  liable 

to  ObJG&ion,   and  recollefted  what  I  had 

omitted,    I  defire  to  ftand  or  fall  by  the 

Judgmeit  of  the  ferious  Part  of  Mankind; 

wherein   they  fliall  corred  me  I  Will  kifs 

I  the  Rod  and  fuffer  with  Patience,-    but  if 

{  a  pack  of  Hackney  Scriblers  fliall  attack 

I  me  only  by  way  of  a  get-Penny,    I  fliall 

\  jiot  be  provoked  to  aniwer  them  be  they 

)  never  fo  fcurrilous,    left  I  be  accounted  as 

''  one  of  them. 


T  O 
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T    O 

Lieutenant-Colonel 

Samuel  Rohinfon. 


SIR, 

I  Shall  congratulate  you  on  your  Ek&i^ 
on  into  the  Chamberlainfliip  of  the 
City  of  London^  or  otherwife^  as  you  iliall 
acquit  your  felf  in  anfwering  candidly  and 
impartially  to  the  following  Queries. 

I.  Whether  there  is  not  Money  fufficient 
in  the  Chamber  of  London  to  pay  off  the 
Orphan's  Fund  ?  Or  if  not  a  fufficient  Sum, 
What  Sum  it  is,  and  what  is  the  Defici- 
ency ?  How  long  it  has  lain  there,  and 
what  Intereft  has  been  made  upon  it  ? 

II.  If -there  are  not  confiderable  Arrears 
due  from  many  Wards,  and  what  thofe 
Arrears  are  ? 

III.  Who 
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III.  Who  are  thefe  poor  Orphans  we  pay 
fo  much  Money  to  ?  And  whether  they 
are  not  feme  of  the  richeft  Men  in  the  City 
of  London^  who  have  got  the  Stock  into 
their  own  Hands,  and  find  it  fo  fnug  a 
Fund,  they  do  not  care  to  get  out  of  it  ? 

IV-  If  it  would  not  be  much  better  to 
gather  in  the  Arrears,  join  em  to  the  Mo- 
ney in  the  Office,  and  colled  the  Overplus 
at  once,  rather  than  faffer  the  Tax  to  be- 
come eternal^  and  to  pay  fo  much  Intereft  ? 

This  is  but  a  reafonable  Requeft  i  and 
if  Col.  Rohinfon  is  the  honeft  Gentleman 
Fame  reports  him  to  be,  he  will  make  no 
Scruple  to  give  a  ready  Anfwer.  And  in- 
deed it  will  be  but  a  handfome  Return 
iT»ade  to  his  Fellow  Citizens,  for  their 
Choice  of  him,  to  begin  his  Office  with 
fuch  an  Aft  of  Juftice,  Honefty,  and  pub- 
iiek  SatisfaAion.  For  many  People  don't 
know  what  is  meant  by  the  Orphan's  Tax  : 
They  pay  it  with  Remorfc,  and  think 
themfelves  aggrieved.  Even  thofe  who 
know  the  Reafon  of  the  Fund  think  it  has 
been  continued  long  enough,  wiili  it  were 
once  paid  off,  fufped  fome  Secret  in  the 
Affair,,  and  give  their  Tongues  the  Liberty 
all  Lofers  claim  :  Our  Fathers^  fay  they, 
bat'e  eaten  four  Grapes^  and  oztr  "Teeth  are 
fet  on  Edge^  we  are  mftted  for  their 
Jra^fgre^^ons^  and  may  he  to.  th§  World' ^ 
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E,ndy  unlefs  we  find  an  honefl  Chamber^ 
lain  who  will  tm'veil  this  cloudy  Affair^ 
and  give  us  a  TrofpeU  of  Relief. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  lies  at  your  Door  to  gain 
the  Applaufe  of  the  whole  City  (  a  few 
Mifers  excepted  )  by  a  generous  and  Gen- 
tleman-like Difcovery  of  this  Affair.  And 
you  are  thus  publickly  call'd  u  on,  that 
your  Difcovery  may  be  as  publick  and  bene- 
hcial  to  all.  If  you  comply,  I  lliall  think 
you  an  honeft  Man,  above  a  Fellow-feeling, 
or  being  byafs'd,  and  moft  worthy  your 
Office :  If  not,  give  me  Leave  to  think, 
the  Citizens  of  London  have  made  but  an 
indifferent  Choice.    I  am, 

SIR, 

February  ^8,       ^^^^^'  ^^  ^^^  P^^'^^  yOUffelf, 
17^7-8. 
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SECOND 

Thoughts  are  beft: 

O  R,    A 

Further  Improvement 

OF  A    LATE 

SCHEME 

TO    PREVENT 

Street  Robberies: 

BY   WHICH 

Our  Streets  will  be  fo  ftrongly  guarded; 

and  fo  glorioufly  illuminated,  that  any  pare 

of  London  will  be   as  fafe  and  pleafant   at 

.  Midnight  as  at   Noonday  ;    and   Burglary 

totally  impradicable : 

WITH 

Some  Thoughts  for  fupprefling  Robberies  in  all 
the  publick  Roads  of  Engla?2d^  &c^ 

H  u  M  B  i?y 
offered  for  the  good  of  his  Country,  fubmltted  to  the  Con- 
iideration  of  the  Parliament,   9nd  dedicated  to  his  facrcd 
MAJESTY  King    G  £  O  R  G  £  lid. 

j3y  Andrew  Moreton,   Efq; 
Z  O  N  2)  O  N: 

f*dntcd  for  W,  Meadows,    at  the  j^ngel  in  Cornhil;  •  and  fold 
h^  J^  ^btrti  in  fViirwifk'lfirie,    1 7 2p ,    Price  Six- Pcnce< 


TO    T  H  E 


KIN  Gs 


Most  Excellent 


MAJESTY. 


Sacred,  and  moft  August! 

ERMITaLoyal 

Subje6t  in  the  Sin- 
cerity of  his  Heart 
to  prefs  through  the  Crouds 
of  Courtiers  who  furround 
A  2  Your 
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Your  Royal  Perfon,  and  lay 
his  little   mite  (humbly  of- 
fered for  the  Publick  Wel- 
fare) at  your  Ma  je  st  y's  Feet. 

Happy  is  it  for  me,  as 
well  as  the  whole  Kingdom, 
we  have  a  King  of  fuch 
Humanity  and  Affability;  a 
King  naturali^-'d  to  us,  a 
King  who  loves  us,  a 
King,  in  whole  Perfon  as 
well  as  Mind,  the  whole 
Hero  appears:  The  King 
of  our  Hearts ;  the  King  of 
our  Willies  1 

Those 
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Those  who  are  diflatif- 
fied  with  fuch  a  Monarch, 
deferve  to  be  abandon'd  of 
God,  and  have  the  Devil 
fent  to  reign  over  ''em. 
Yet  fuch  there  are,  (pity 
they  Ihould  wear  Human 
Forms,  or  breath  the  free 
Air  of  Britcun !)  who  are 
fb  fcandaloufly  fickle,  that 
if  God  himfelf  was  to 
reign,  they  would  hone 
after  their  darling  Monarch 
the  Prince  of  Darknefs. 

These 
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These  are  they  who  fly 
in  the  Face  of  Majefly,  who 
fo  abufe  the  Liberty  of  the 
Frefl)  that  from  a  Benefit 
it  becomes  an  Evil,  and  de- 
mands immediate  Regula- 
tion. 

Not  againft  Your  Ma- 
jest  r  only,  but  againfl 
many  of  your  Loyal  Sub- 
je(51:s,  are  Arrows  ihot  in 
the  I>ark,  by  lurking  Vil- 
lains who  wound  the  Reputa- 
tions 
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tions  of  the  Innocent  in 
Sport.  Our  Publick  News- 
Papers,  which  ought  to  con- 
tain nothing  but  what  is 
Inftrud:ive  and  Communi- 
cative, being  now  become 
Publick  Nufances,  Vehicles 
of  Perfonal,  Private  Slander, 
and  fcandalous  Pafquins. 

Let  the  Glory  be  Yours, 
moft  Gracious  Sovereign!  to 
fupprefs  this  growing  Evil ; 
and  if  any  Hints  from  your 
moft  faithful  Subje£!:,  can 
be  of  the  leaft  Ufe,  I  live 

but 
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but  to  ferve,  to  admire,  and 
pray  for  Your  Majesty. 

fF'ho  anfy 
Mojh  Gracious  Sovereign^ 
Tour  Majesty's 
Mofi  Loyaly 
Moft  Dutiful, 
Mofi  Obedient 
Suh]€^  and  Servant, 


Andrew  Moreton. 


THE 


THE 


PREFACE. 


OTHING  is  more  eafy  than 
to  difco'ver  a  Thing  already 
found  out.  This  is  verified 
in  Me  and  that  anonimous 
Gentleman,  "whom  the  puhlick  Prints  ha^ve 
lately  complemented  ivith  a  Vifco'very  to 
frequent  Street-Rohberies  j  thd  hy-the^hy 
njoe  ha've  only  his  ^am  Ipfe  dixit,  and 
B  the 
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the  oflentatious   Outcry  of  Venal  Neivs" 
Writers y '  in  his  behalf. 

BUT  to  Jlrip  him  of  his  horro'vSd 
Plumefy  thefe  are  to  remind  the  Puhlichy 
that  ahout  fix  .Months  ago^  in  a  Treatife, 
intituled^  Augnfta  Triumphans,  or  the 
Way  to  make  London  the  mod 
flourifhing  City  in  the  Univerfe,  I  laid 
do'im  a  plain  and  praBicahle  Scheme^  for 
the  total  SuppreJJion  and  Pre'uention  of 
Street  Rohberies  5  ^hich  Scheme  has  been 
appromd  of  by  feveral  learned  and  JU' 
dicious  Perfons. 

0  H !  hut  fay  the  Adnjocates  of  this 
fecond'hand  Schemijl,  our  ProjeB  is  to  he 
laid  before  the  Parliament :  Does  that 
make  his  better,  or  mine  nvorfe  ?  Ha^ve 
not  many  Jilly  ProjeBs  been  laid  before 
Parliaments  eer  noiu  ?   Admit  it  be  not 

the 
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the  fame y  {as  I  have  hut  too  much  reafon  to 
fear  it  is)  Cannot  the  Members  of  both 
Houfes  read  Print  as  "well  as  Written^ 
hand  ?  Or  does  he  think  they  are  fo  pre- 
judicd  to  dijlike  a  Thing  the  "ujorfe  for 
being  offer  d  ^without  ^ieiv  of  Gain  ?  I 
truji  An  d  r  e w  M  o  r  e  t  o  n V  Scheme, 
generoufy  offer  d  for  the  Puhlick  Good, 
'will  meet  ^ith  as  fair  a  Reception  as  that 
of  this  hireling  Proje&or. 

MINE  is  already  publijh'd ,  let  him 
generoujly  follovj  my  Example,  and  no 
doubt,  if  his  Scheme  bepreferrdy  the  Go* 
^ernment  "will  re^ward  him, 

IF  my  Antagomjl  be  nicejfitousy  ^here 
is  the  Merit  ?  he  does  it  for  his  onjon  fake, 
not  for  the  Publick  ;  If  he  he  not  ne^ 
ceffttous,  ^hat  a  fordid  Wretch  is  he  to 
^ithold  his  Scheme  for  Lucre  ?  putting  it 
B  2  up 
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up  at  Puhtick  Sale  j  So  that  if  you  dont 
ghe  him  his  Price  you  Jhant  ha^ve  it. 

SOME  People  indeed  an  Jo  fond  of 
Myfteriesy  they  run  donm  e'very  thing 
that  is  plain  and  intelligihle  j  they  lo've 
Varhefsy  WhifperSy  <^w^  Free-Mafonry  j 
defpijing  ivhate'ver  comes  in  the  Shape  of 
a  Pamphlet^  he  it  ne'vev  fo  ufeful  or  com^ 
mendahle :  But  in  fpight  of  PrejudicCy 
Truth  is  the  Standard^  hy  ^duhich  I  hope 
all  homjl  and  impartial  Men  "will  judge 


TH  0  UG  H,  I  muji  confefs^  I  am  not 
a  little  piqued  to  he  jockyd  out  of  my  La- 
hours  :  Tet  not  to  he  hehind-hand  ^ith  my 
Gentleman  in  the  Clouds^  ijjho  ivould  ha've 
the  Parliament  buy  his  Pig^n-a-Poke,  and 
huild  up  his  Fortune  at  my  Expencej  I 
ha've  fo  amply  enlarged  and  amended  my 

Scheme, 
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Scheme^  that  it  is  noiv  fcarce  like  the 
fame.  I  ha've  taken  in  e^very  thing  pqfftble 
of  Comprehenjion  or  Pra&ice :  Nor  hauc 
I  left  him  room  to  edge  in  one  Jmgle  Hint. 
I  haroe  debated  the  Ohjeciians  of  di'uers 
Wife  and  Learned  Men,  and  corre&ed 
my  ProjeU  accordingly :  So  that  on  com^ 
farifon  my  fir ^  Thoughts  ^ill  appear  hut 
as  a  Rude  and  ImperfeB  Sketchy  only 
"valuahle  in  that  it  gaue  the  Idea  of  this 
fnore  labour  d  and  finiflod  Performance^ 
on  ^hich  I  pledge  my  nvhole  Reputation, 
hemg  ready  to  Jiand  or  fall  hy  its  Succefs. 

In  order  to  njjhich  I  haw  pre-' 
fented  Copies  of  this  Booh  to  the  King 
and  i^eens  mojl  Excellent  Majefliesy  to 
feveral  of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  and  di" 
n)ers  Honourable  and  Worthy  Members  of 
both  Houfes^  and  Time  mufl  Jhei})  njohofe 
Scheme  Jhall  ha've  the  Precedence, 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  I  JIand  prepared  for 
the  Sneers  of  thofe  'who  defpife  e'very  thing 
and  e^very  hody  hut  their  oi^n  dearfehesy 
as  alfo  the  OhjeUions  of  the  Puzzle  Caufes, 
njjho  mil  turry4ugg  a  thing  out  of  allSenfe 
and  Meaning  j  and  hy  the  cloudinefs  of 
their  Explanations  darken  'what  is  moji 
plain  and  obwous.  My  Bujinefs  is  to 
go  Jlraight  forivardy  and  let  the  End 
cro'wn  the  Work,  if  Men  of  Senfe  ap' 
pron)e  me^  I  need  not  n)alue  the  Laughter 
of  Fools y  ^hofe  "very  Approhation  is  f can' 
dal:  For  if  a  thinking  Man  is  to  he  laugh' d 
out  of  e^oery  good  Intention  or  In^vention, 
nothing  'will  e'ver  he  done  for  the  Puhlick 
Goo^_> 
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THOUGHTS,  &c, 


H  E  principal  Encourage- 
ment and  Opportunity  given 
to  Street-Robbers  is,  that 
our  Streets  are  fo  poorly 
watch'd  J  the  Watchmen, 
for  the  moft  Part,  being  decripid,  fuper- 
anuated  Wretches,  with  one  Foot  in  the 
Grave,  and  t**other  ready  to  follow  j  fo 
feeble,  that  a  Puff  of  Breath  can  blow 
'em  down  :  Poor  crazy  Mortals !  Much 
fitter  for  an  Alms-houfe  than  a  Watch- 
houfe.     A  City  watch'd  and  guarded  by 

fuch 


fuch  AnitTialsj   is  wretchedly  watch'd  in- 
deed. 

Nay,  fo  little  Terror  do  they  carry 
with  them,  that  hardy  Thieves  make  a 
mere  Jeft  of  'em,  and  oftentimes  oblige 
even  the  very  Watchman,  who  Ihould  ap- 
prehend, to  light  'em  in  their  Roguery  t 
And  what  can  a  poor  Creature  do,  in 
Terror  of  his  Life,  fur  rounded  by  a  Pack 
of  Ruffians^    and  no  AlEftance  near? 

Add  to  this,  that  our  Rogues  are  grown 
more  wicked  than  ever,  and  Vice  in  all 
Kinds  is  fo  much  wink'd  at,  that  Robbery 
is  accounted  a  petty  Crime.  We  take 
Pains  to  puff  'em  up  in  their  Villainy,  and 
Thieves  are  fet  out  in  fo  aimable  a  Light 
in  the  Seggars  Opera^  it  has  taught 
them  to  value  themfelves  on  their  Pro- 
feflion,   rather  than  to  be  afham'd  of  it. 

There  was  fome  Ceflation  of  Street- 
Robberies,  from  the  Tim^e  of  "Binv^orth 
and  "Blewit's  Execution,  'till  the  Intro- 
duftion  of  this  pious  Opera.  Now  we 
find  the  Cartouchian  Villainies  revived, 

and 
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and  London^  that  iis'd'  to  be  the  moft  fafe 
and  peaceful  City  in  the  Univerfe,  is  nov/ 
become  a  Scene  of  Rapine  and  Danger. 
If  fome  of  Cartotich's  Gang  be  not  come 
bver  hither  to  inftrud  our  Thieves^  we 
have,  doubtlefs,  a  Cartouch  of  our  own, 
and  a  Gang,  which,  if  not  fupprefs'd,  may 
be  full  as  pernicious  as  was  ever  CartoucTos^ 
and  London  may  be  as  dangerous  asP^- 
m,   if  due  Cafe  be  not  taken. 

Not  content  with  the  Mifchief  done  by 
the  beggars  Opera^  we  muft  have  a 
Ridker  s  Opera  forfooth  of  much  mor6 
evil  Tendency  than  the  Former^  for  in  this 
Jack  Shepherd  is  made  the  Hero  of  the 
Drama,  and  runs  through  fuch  a  Scene 
of  Riot  and  Succefs,  that  but  io6  many 
weak  Minds  have  been  drawn  away,  and 
many  unwary  Perfons  fo  charm'd  with 
his  Appearance  on  fhe  Stage,  dreft 
in  fhat  elegant  Manner,  and  his  Pock- 
ets (b  well  lin'd,  they  have  forthwith 
tommenc'd  Street-Robbers  orHoufe-break- 
ers  j  fo  that  every  idle  Fellow,  weary  of 
honeft  Labour,  need  but  fancy  himfelf  a 
Mcicheath  or  z  Shepherd^  and  there's  a 
C  Rogue 
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Rogue  made  at  once.  Since  therefore  Exam- 
ple has  fuch  Force^  the  Stage  ought  to  be 
reformed^  and  nothing  exhibited  but  whj^ 
might  be  reprefented  before  a  Bifliop :  They 
may  be  merry  and  wife :  Let  them  take  the 
^rovoJid  Husband  for  a  Pattern* 

A  good  Phyfician  feeks  the  Caufe,  and 
weighs  the  Symptoms^  before  he  proceeds 
to  prefcribe ;  and  if  we  trace  this  Evil  from 
its  Radix,  we  fhall  find  a  Caufe  antecedent 
to  the  two  Operas  aforefaid :  Namely, 
accurfed  Geneva^  the  Bane  and  Ruin  of 
our  lower  Clafs  of  People* 

Thofe  who  deny  an  inferior  Clafs  of 
People  to  be  neceffary  In  a  Body  Politick^ 
contradid  Reafon  and  Experience  itfelf  5 
fince  they  are  moft  ufeful  when  Induftri- 
ous^.  and  equally  pernicious  when  lazy: 
By  their  Induftry  our  Manufactures,  Trade^^ 
and  Commerce  are  carried  on.  The  Mer- 
chant in  his  Compting-Houfe,  and  the 
Captain  in  his  Cabbin  would  find  but  lit,- 
tie  Employment  were  it  not  that  many 
Hands  carried  on  the  different  Branches 
of  the  Concerns  they  fuperintended. 

But 
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But  now  fo  far  are  our  common  People 
infatuated  with  Geneva^  that  half  the 
Work  is  not  done  now  as  formerly.  It  de- 
bilitates and  enervates  them^  nor  are  they 
tiear  fo  llrong  and  healthy  as  formerly. 

So  that  if  this  Abufe  of  Gene'va  be  not 
ftopt^  we  may  go  whoop  for  Husbandmen, 
Labourers^  (^c.  Trade  muft  confequently 
ftand  ftill3  and  the  Credit  of  the  Nation 
fink :  Nor  is  the  Abatement  of  the  Excife^ 
tho'  very  confiderable,  and  moft  worthy 
Notice,  any  ways  comparable  to  the 
Corruption  of  Manners,  DeftruiSion  of 
Health,  and  all  the  Train  of  Evils  we 
are  threatened  with  from  pernicious  Ge- 
iteva. 

We  will  fuppofe  a  Man  able  to  maintain 
himfelf  and  Family  by  his  Trade,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  be  a  GenevaAx'vdkQx  % 
This  Fellow  firft  makes  himfelf  incapable 
of  working,  by  being  continually  drunk  ,• 
which  runs  him  behind-hand,  fo  that  hfe 
either  pawns  or  neglefts  his  Work,  for 
^hich  Reafon  no  Body  will  employ  him : 
C  2  At 
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At  laft,  fear  of  Arrefts,  his  own  Hunger^ 
the  Cries  of  a  Family  for  Bread,  his  na- 
tural Defire  to  fiipport  an  irregular  Life, 
and  a  propenfe  Hatred  to  Labour,  turn 
but  too  many  an  honeft  Tradefman  into  an 
arrant  defperate  Rogue:  And  thefe  are 
commonly  the  Means  that  furnifh  us  with 
^Thieves  and  Villains  in  general. 

Thus  is  a  Man,  who  might  be  ufeful 
in  a  Body  Politick,  rendered  obnoxious  to 
the  fame:  So  that  if  this  Trade  of  Wick- 
ednefs  goes  on,  they  will  increafe 
upon  us  fo  much  that  we  fliall  not 
dare  to  ftirout  of  our  Habitations  ^  nay,  it 
will  be  well  if  they  arrive  not  to  the  Im- 
pudence of  plundering  our  Houfes  at  Noon- 
day. 

Where  is  the  Courage  of  the  Eiiglijh 
Nation,  that  a  Gentleman,  with  fix  or 
feven  Servants,  ihali  be  robb'd  by  one 
fingle  Highwayman  ?  Yet  we  have  lately 
had  Inftances  of  this  ,•  and  for  this  we  may 
thank  our  Effiminacy,  our  Toupee  Wigs, 
and  powder  d  Pates,  our  Tea,  and  other 
fcandalous  Fopperies ;    and  above  all,  ths 

Difufe 


(7  ) 

Difufe  of  noble  and  manly  Sports,  fo  ne*- 
ceflary  to  a  brave  People,  once  in  Vogue, 
but  now  totally  loft  amongft  us. 

Let  not  the  Reader  think  I  run  from 
my  Subjeft,  if  I  fearch  the  Bottom  of  the 
Diftemper  before  I  propofe  a  Cure,  which 
having  done,  though  indeed  but  (lightly, 
for  this  is  an  Argument  could  be  carried 
to  a  much  greater  Length,  I  proceed  to 
the  Purpofs  in  manner  following. 

Let  the  Watch  be  compofed  of  ftout 
able  bodied  Men,  and  of  thofe  a  fufficient 
Number^  that  is  to  fay,  a  Watchman  to 
every  forty  Houfes,  twenty  on  one  fide  of 
the  way,  and  twenty  on  the  other  y  for  it 
is  obfervable,  that  a  Man  cannot  well  fee 
diftindly  beyond  the  Extent  of  twenty 
Houfes  in  ^  Row ;  if  'tis  a  fingle  Row, 
and  no  oppofite  Houfes,  the  Charge  muft 
be  greater,    o^'  their  Safety  lefs. 

This  Man  fliould  be  cleded,  and  paid 
by  the  Houfe-keepers  themfelves,  to  pre- 
yent  Mifapplication  and  Abufe,    fo  much 

complained 
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complain*d  of  in  the  Diftribution  of  Pub- 
lick  Money. 

He  fliould  be  allowed  los.  per  Anntim^ 
by  each  Houfe-keeper^  which  at  Forty 
Hoiifes^  as  above  fpecify^d,  amounts  to 
10  L  per  Annum  j  almoft  treble  to  what  is 
at  prefent  allowed ;  and  yet  moft  Houfe- 
heepers  are  charg'd  at  leaft  2J-.  6  d.  a 
Quarter  to  the  Watch,  whofe  Beat  is,  ge- 
nerally  fpeaking,  little  lefs  than  the  Com- 
pafs  of  half  a  Mile. 

What  a  Shame  it  is,  that  at  leafl:  one 
hundred  Pounds  fhould  be  colledted  in 
fome  Beats,  and  the  poor  Watchman  fhould 
not  have  the  one  tenth  Part  of  the  Money  ? 
And  this  I  leave  to  the  Confideration  of 
any  Houfe-keeper,  who  will  take  the 
Pains  to  enquire  into  the  Extent  of  a 
Watchman's  Beat,  and  after  that  caft  up 
what  is  collected  in  the  faid  Beat :  (as  they 
fay  for  the  Watch)  But  this  is  a  fmall 
Abufe  in  Comparifon  of  other  Parochial 
Mifapplications  j  for  a  Proof  of  which  I 
refer  my  Reader  to  a  Treatife  of  mine, 
Entitukd,  Tarochial  T^yranny. 

This 
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This  Salary  of  20/.  per  Anmm^  is 
fomething  of  Encouragement,  and  a  pretty 
Settlement  for  a  poor  Man,  who,  with 
Frugality,  may  live  decently  thereon,  and^ 
by  due  Reft,  be  enabled  .to  give  due  aitd 
vigilant  Attendance  j  that  is  to  fay,  from 
Evening  Dusk,  to  Homing  Light. 

If  a  Houfe-keeper  break,  or  a  Houfe  is 
empty,  the  poor  Watchman  ought  not  to 
fuffer,  the  Deficiency  fliould  be  made  up 
by  the  Houfe-keepers  remaining. 

The  Watch  thus  ftation'd,  ftrengthen'd, 
and  encouraged,  let  every  Watchman  be 
arm'd  with  Fire-Arms  and  Sword ;  and 
let  no  Watchman  ftand  above  Twenty 
Doors  diftant'' from  his  Fellow* 

This  has  already  been  put  in  Pradlice 
in  the  Parifli  of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields, 
and  has  had  fo  good  an  Effed:,  that  'tis 
hop'd  other  Pariilies  will  follow  their  Ex- 
ample, which  redounds  not  a  little  to  the 
Credit  of  our  Projeft, 

Let 
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Let  each  Watchman  be  provided  with  ^ 
Horn,  to  found  an  Alarm,  or  in  Time  of 
Danger;  and  let  it  be  made  penal,  if  not 
Felony,  for  any  but  a  Watchman  to  found 
a  Horn  in  sand  about  the  City,  from  th^ 
Time  of  their  going  on,  to  that  of  their 
going  off. 

I  know  an  Ob  jeftion  will  be  here  made  on 
account  of  the  Poft-Boys,  to  obviate  which, 
I  had  Thoughts  of  a  Bell,  but  that  would 
be  too  ponderous  and  troublefome  for  a 
Watchman  to  carry,  befides  his  Arms  and 
Lanthorn;  whereas  a  Horn  is  portable, 
always  ready,  and  moft  alarming. 

Let  the  Poft-Boys,  therefore,  ufe  fome 
other  Signal,  fince  this  is  moft  convenient 
to  this  more  material  Purpofe.  They  may 
carry  a  Bell  in  a  Holfter,  w4th  Eafe,  and 
give  Notice  by  that,  as  well  as  thofe  wh6 
colled  the  Letters. 

That  the  Watchmen  may  fee  from  one 
End  of  their  Walks  to  the  other,  let  a 
convenient  Number  of  Lamps  be  fet  up, 

and 


ancf  thofe  not  of  the  Convex  Kind^  which 
blind  the  Eyes^  and  are  of  no  manner  of 
life;  they  dazzle,  but  give  no  diftinft 
Light,  and  further,  rather  than  prevent 
flobberies.  Many  Perfons  deceived  and 
blinded  by  thefe  Igjies  fafui^  have  been 
k*un  over  by  Coaches,  Carts,  C7C.  Peo- 
ple flumbling  more,  even  under  thefe 
very  Lamps,  than  in  the  Dark.  In  Ihort, 
they  are  moft  unprofitable  Lights,  and, 
in  my  Opinion,  rather  Abufes  than  Be- 
nefits. 

Befides,  I  fee  no,  Reafon  why  every  ten 
Houfe-keepers  can't  find  a  Lamp  among 
themfelves,  which  would  be  four  Lamps 
in  a  Beat,  and  let  their  Watchman  drefs  it^ 
rather  than  fatten  a  Crew  of  Dire(ftors: 

But  we  arc  fo  fond  of  Companies,  'tis  a 
Wonder  we  have  not  our  Shoe3  black'd  by 
one,  and  a  fet  of  Diredors  made  rich  at 
the  Expence  of  our  very  Black-guards. 


The  Watch  ought  to  be  in  View,  as 
ring  of  each  other,  or 
D  they 
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they  may  be  over-power'd^  and  much  Dan- 
ger may  happen. 

The  Streets  being  thus  glorioufly  illur 
minated,  and  fo  ftrongly  guarded  by  Ilout 
and  able  Fellows  well  arm'd  and  \vd\ 
pay 'dj  all  within  the  View  of  one  another^ 
proceed  we  to  fecure  all  bye-Turnings^ 
Courts,  Alleys,  Lanes,  (^c.  which  may 
favour  a  Street-Robber's '  Efcape  and  make 
our  Projed  ineffedual. 

A  Street,  Court,  Lane,  Alley,  or  other 
Place,  where  the  Number  of  Houfes  or 
Poverty  of  the  Inhabitants  will  not  afford 
a  Watchman  on  the  Terms  afore-meilr 
tion'd,  fliould  be  gated  in,  and  the  In- 
habitants let  in  and  out  by  the  Watchman 
of  the  Street. 

Where  there  are  even  but  twelve  Hou- 
fes in  a  Court,  and  the  Inhabitants  People 
of  Credit,  they  may  have  a  feparate  Watcl^ 
to  themfelves,  as  it  pradifed  in  ^ofwel- 
Court  by  Lincolns  -  Inn-  Fields  ^  Angeh 
Court  in  Throckmorton-Street^  and  many 
pther  Places  in  London, 


C  t3  ) 

*rhls  I  think  an  unexceptionable  way 
to  feciire  the  Cities  and  Suburbs  oi  Lortdon 
iind  Weftminfter.  '  The  only  Difficulty  I 
can  conceive  is,  that  Perfons  after  dark 
may  now  and  then  go  a  little  Way  round 
about  by  keeping  the  Street  Way  ^  but 
the  Pleafantnefs  and  Safety  occafion'd  by 
the  Lights  and  Watch  aforefaidj  make 
ample  amends.  Let  thofe  go  through 
bye- Ways  and  in  the  dark,  whofe  Deeds 
arefo:  I  am  for  providing  Security  for 
Honefl:  Men,  and  Obftacles  for  Rogues, 

And  now  we  have  put  a  flop  tb  their 
Roguery,  let  us  endeavour  to  fupprefs  the 
Rogues  themfelves  :  In  order  to  which  I 
fhall  begin  with  their  Harlots,  who  are 
generally  fpeaking,  the  firft  Motives  to 
their  Villainy,*  and  egg  them  on  to  all 
manner  of  Mifchief. 

And  thefe  are  generally  Servant  Wenches^' 
who  ftroU  from  Place  to  Place,  and  at  laft 
weary  of  working,  throw  themfelves  on 
the  Publick :  To  maintain  thefe  Crea- 
tures many  a  Man  turns  Rogue.  It  be- 
D  a  hoves 
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hoves  the  Government  therefore  to  oblige 
all  young  Wenches  to  keep  in  Service. 
Mafters  and  Miftrelfes  ought  likewife  to 
fee  that  Servants  of  both  Sexes  go  not  a 
rambling,  when  fent  to  Church ,  but  that 
they  keep  good  Hours ;  for  many  have 
been    ruin'd    by    junketing    and    flaying 

out^    inftead  of  being  at  Church  or  at 

i 
home. 

Our  Common  Women  ought  to  be  re- 
ftrain'd  in  the  Liberties  they  have  lately 
taken:  They  openly  fwear  and  talk  fo 
obfcenelyj  'tis  a  Shame  to  a  Chriftian 
Country. 

Having  fully  handled  this  Topick  in 
two  foregoing  Treatifes,  'viz.  JR^vm^y-^ 
^odys  "Bufinefs  is  No-^odys  Bufinefs^ 
and  TarochialTyranny^  I  fliall  not  tire 
my  Readers  with  Repetition^  but  referring 
em  to  the  Treatifes  themfelves^  return  to 
my  SubjecS^  which  .is^ 

' '  After  ,  'Wc ,  have  reformed  the  La- 
dies, let.  us  take  their  Sparks  in  hand* 
And   firft  let  all  Shoe-Cleaners^  I  mean 

Boys 
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Boys  and  fturdy  Vagrants  be  fupprefs'd, 
according  to  my  Scheme  in  E'verySodfs 
^lifinefs^  &c.  As  for  Link-boys,  alias 
Thieves  with  Lights,  there  will  be  no 
need  of  'em,  when  the  Streets  are  illumi- 
nated^  according  to  my  Project. 

That  Sailors  as  well  as  Soldiers  may  not 
give  caufe  of  Sufpicion^  'tis  fit  they  fliould 
alfo  be  quarter 'd  after  the  fame  Nature ;  and 
more  to  enforce  it.  Surveyors  of  Quarters 
iliould  have  Rounds  allotted  them. 

Thefe  Surveyors  fliould  call  at  the 
Quarters  of  every  Soldier  or  Sailor  at  a 
limited  Hour,  to  fee  if  they  are  there  or 
no,  and  regifter  'em  at  home  or  abfent  ac- 
cordingly :  Abfence  to  be  penal. 

Every  Soldier  or  Sailor  leaving  his 
Quarters  'till  Morning  after  he  has  been 
found  at  home 'and  regifter'd^  fliould  be 
puniflied. 

I  muft  be  excufed  if  I  ward  every  Ob- 
ftacle,  my  Defign  being  to  break  up  Street- 
Robbers  Neft  and  Egg, 

And 


And  that  Thieves  may  not  ftroll  zhoniy 
tinder  pretence  of  being  deftitute  of  Lodg- 
ing, Barracks  or  Barns  fliould  be  built  at 
convenient  Ends  of  the  Town,  where  all 
Vagrants  fliDuld  be  obliged  to  render 
themfelves  at  a  dated  Hour,  where  they 
fhould  have  clean  Straw  allow'd  em,  and  be 
kept  orderly  and  out  of  harm's  way :  They 
may  be  let  loofe  if  they  have  apparent 
means  of  honeft  Livelihood ;  otherwife 
they  fliould  be  fent  to  the  Work-houfe  of 
their  refpeftive  Pariih,  or  to  a  General 
fVVork-houfe,  of  which  there  is  great  need. 
And  of  which  more  hereafter. 

All  Publick-Houfes  and  Gin-Shops,  if 
they  fliouid  be  tolerated,  Ihould  be  ihut 
up  at  ten* 

If  the  Government  fliould  think  fit  to 
tolerate  Gin- Shops,  I  fee  no  Reafon  why 
they  may  not  be  fubjeft  to  Licences,  and 
come  into  the  Pot-Aft  as  well  as  Ale- 
Houfes  ,•  efpecially  confidering  there  is  as 
much  Gin  as  Ale  confumed  now-a-days* 

Night- 
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Night-Houfes  and  Cellars  above  all 
flioujd  be  totally  fupprefs'd :  Thefe  are  the 
Harbours  and  Refuge  of  Villains  and  Strum-, 
pets :  Thefe  are  their  Houfes  of  Call,  where, 
their  hellifli  Trade  is  carried  on :  It  is 
here  they  wait  for  the  Signal  of  their 
Scouts  :  Here  they  caft  their  Schemes,  and 
bring  in  Advices :  Here  they  encourage 
and  initiate  young  Thieves;  Here  they 
barter  and  fell  their  ftolen  Goods  :  Thefe 
are  their  Exchanges  and  Afylums  after  Mif^ 
chief. 

Hackney  Coach-Drivers  next  require  our 
Care :    They  are  the  Scum  of  the  People 
and    generally    fpcaking    the    word    of 
Rogues. 

So  many  and  fuch  frequent  Robberies 
can  never  be  committed  without  the  Con- 
nivance of  thefe  Villains ;  and  'tis  but  too 
much  to  be  feared,  that  at  the  fame  time  they 
take  up  a  Fare  they  take  up  a  Robber,  who 
is  ready  to  mark  his  Prey,  and  gets  up 
either  on  the  Box  or  behind ;  and  alights 
at   a   convenient  Place  to  perpetrate  his 

hellifli 
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hellifli  Defign.  As  for  a  Snack,  of  the 
Coal  (as  they  term  it)  no'  doubt  but  the 
Coachman  and  he  have  proper  under- 
ftahding  and  Rendezvous. 

Many  who  go  to  the  Coach-Office 
now-a-days,  may  be  miftaken  in  their 
hopes  of  Redrefs,  not  but  the  Comr 
miffioners  to  a  Man  treat  Complainants 
Wtth  the  utmoft  Civility ;  but  the  Penalty, 
which  ufed  to  be  on  theRenter^  being  now 
on  the  Driver,  the  Renter  or  Owner 
of  that  Figure  is  clear,  and  the  Driver 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  be  abfent  and 
laugh  at  the  Complainant,  an  Inflance 
of  which  take  in  the  following  Cafe. 

A  Hackney  Coach-man  took  eighteen 
Pence  of  a  Gentleman  for  a  twelve  Penny 
Fare:  The  Gentleman  took  his  Number, 
and  com.plainM  ;  the  Driver  appear'd  and 
^as  finM  fifteen  Shillings,  but  the  Renter 
efcap'd :  What  was  the  Refult  ?  the  Driver 
abfconded,  the  Gentleman  fits  down  at  his 
lofs  of  Attendance  and  Money:  Had 
Robbery  or  Aflault  been  the  Complaint, 
the  Confequence  had  been  the  fame,   the 

Geur 
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Gentleman  is  but  where  he  was.  He  has 
fince  called  feveral  Times  at  the  Office^ 
but  to  no  purpofe ;  all  the  Anfwer  he  can 
get  isy  the  Fellow  can't  be  found.  I 
write  this  therefore  to  undeceive  thofe 
Perfons^  who  think  when  they  have  taken 
the  Number  of  a  Coach  they  can  punifh 
the  Driver  for  Infolence  or  Extortion. 


Sr.. 


'^  ^Iii6' 'Ij^cw  in  this  Cafe  ought  to  be 
turned  into  its  old  Channel^  that  is  to  fay, 
the  Owner  of  the  Figure  fliould  be  an- 
fwerable  :  He  ought  to  employ  a  Driver 
he  can  anfwer  for^  or  drive  himfelf. 

Every  Renter  therefore  fliould  be  o- 
bligcd  to  Regifter  and  Refpond  for  his 
Driver ;  or  Commiflloners,  Figures^  and  all 
other  Forms  are  to  little  purpofe. 

Beggars  fliould  next  be  fupprefs'd^  who 
lounge  about  all  Day-,  to  fee  where  they 
can  fteal  at  Night.  It  is  a  fliame  we  fliould 
fuffer  real  Objefe  of  Charity  to  beg ;  and 
for  thofe  who  are  not  fo  'tis  a  fliame  but 
they  fliould  work. 

p  I  fliaU 
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I  fliall  clofe  all  with  this  Obfervation^ 

That  the  Extortions  and  Cabals  of 
Tradefinen^  by  enhaunling  the  Prices  of 
Provifions^  is  moft  detrimental  to  a  State, 
and  worthy  the  Notice  of  its  Legifl^ture? 
For  Men  not  being  able  to  fiipport  their 
Families  by  honeft  Labour,  and  being 
made  Beggars  by  reafon  of  the  Dearnefs 
of  Provifions,  oftimes  grow  defperate  and 
turn  Rogues.  This  Alfertion  is  but  too 
truCj  to  prove  which  I  appeal  to  the  late 
Conduft  of 

The  Coal-MerchantSj 

The  Bakers, 

The  Butchers, 

And  above  all  the  Tallow- Chandlers, 

The  Cabals  of  Coal-Traders  have  for 
many  Years  jocky'd  us  in  the  Price  of 
Coals  ;  they  have  raifed  and  fell  them  at 
pleafure,  and  made  meer  flock-jobbing 
Work  of  it ;  but  never  fo  much  as  in  his 
late  Majefty's  Reign  ^  on  a  great  Imprefs 
for  Seamen^  they  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight 

rais'd 
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fais'd  tke  Price  of  Coals  from  twenty 
three  Shillings  to  almofl:  fifty.  What  a 
Pinch  muft  this  be  on  the  Poor,  who  live 
only  from  Hand  to  Mouth,  and  buy  their 
Coals  (poor  Souls f)  fome  by  the  half 
Peck. 

The  Bakers  are  yet  more  flagrant  and 
vile ;  they  turn  Plenty  to  Famine,  and 
pufli  up  the  Price  of  Bread  without  Rule 
or  Rcafon  ;  they  have  already  been  de- 
tefted  in  one  Bite,  i.  e,  procuring  fome  of 
the  Fraternity  to  buy  a  fmall  Qiiantity  of 
Corn  much  above  the  Market  Price,  and 
then  by  making  oath  thereof^  abufe  a 
well  intended  Law,  and  raife  the  Price  pf 
Bread  accordingly. 

Thus  are  the  Poor  ground  to  Diift,  in 
order  to  fatten  a  Pack  of  Mifers,  who 
know  no  Mercy.  But  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  make  *em  honeft,  even 
againft  their  Will* 

The  Butchers  are  now  fo  extravagant  id 

their  way  of  living,  that  ufual  and  mode- 

E  a      ~       '       rate 


rate  Profit  won't  content  em ;  they  can't 
drink  Malt  Liquor^  and  the  Poor  muft 
pay  for  the  Wine  which  they  fwill  down 
at  an  unmerciful  rate. 

The  Price  of  Meat  fliould  therefore  be 
regulated  according  to  the  Price  of  Cattle, 
but  not  according  to  the  Baker's  Rule 
afore-mention'd. 

But  as  for  the  TaUow-Chandlers,  their 
Opprefllons  call  aloud  for  Redrefs :  To 
what  an  exorbitant  Pitch  have  they  raifed 
the  Price  of  Candles ;  juft  double  what  it 
was  fome  Years  ago  :  Nay3  they  threaten 
to  have  them  at  ten  Venceper  Pound,  How 
can  the  Poor  work  when  Candles  are  fo 
dear.  But  we  may  thank  our  own  Lux- 
ury for  thefe  Impofitions.  vl  fee  no.rcafon 
why  we  fhould  not  humble  thefe  Upftarts 
by  making  6ur  own  Candies ;  ay,  and 
our  own  Bread  too,  as  our  Forefathers  have 
dene  before  us. 

The  Tallow-Chandiers,  to  excufe  them- 
-felvesj  .  lay- the  Fault  on  the  Melters. 
The  Melters  fliift-  it  from  themfelves  to 

the 
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the  Butchers:    And  fo  the  Game  goes 
round. 

Oh  but  fay  they  the  Government  will 
lofe  Part  of  its  Revenue:  To  which  I 
anfwer,  that  rather  than  they  flialf 
raife  Candles  to  double  their  Value^  on 
pretence  of  paying  a  Penny /7^r  Pound  Ex- 
cife^  in  cafe  the  Parliament  will  take  off 
the  Duty  on  Candles  for  the  eafe  of  the 
Poor^  I  will  prefeot  'em  with  a  Project 
gratis^  which  fliall  bring  in  almoft  double 
the  Money  now  levied  by  Candles  ^  and 
that  without  the  leaft  Hardlliip  on  the 
Subjedl. 

Having,  I  hope,  taken  fufficient  care 
of  Street  -  Robbers,  I  proceed  now  to 
clear  the  Roads  from  Highway -men. 
Foot-pads,  (^c. 

Let  Parties  of  Horfe  be  ftation'd  at  all 
the  Outgoings  from  the  City  of  Loftdon; 
fo  that  if  a  Coach,  Waggon,  (jxc.  want 
a  Convoy,  two,  three,  or  more  may  be 
detach'd  by  the  commanding  Officer  ^ 
thefe  ihall  be  rtgifter'd,   and  anfwerable 

for 


for  their  Charge  ^  and  for  Encouragement 
fhall  receive  fo  much  per  Mile,  or  in  the 
.Whole;  Con^'oy  Money. 

This  may  be  likewife  praftifed  from 
Town  to  Town  all  over  England^  fo  that 
the  Roads  will  be  as  fafe  as  the  Streets  t 
And  they  who  will  fcruple  the  Trifle  of 
Convoy  Money  above  propofed,  merit  not 
Safety. 

For  thofc  who  Walk  on  Foot  to  the 
adjacent  Villages,  Parties  of  Foot  may 
be  ftation'd  in  like*  manner ;  fb  that  not 
only  the  Subjefl:  will  be  free  from  Danger, 
but  the  Soldier  employed  and  prevented 
from  corrupt  Meafures  by  this  additional 
Perquifite  to  his  Pay* 

Nothing  remains,  but  that  Robbers  be 
profecuted  at  the  Publick  Charge;  the 
Trials  fix'd  to  refpeftive  Days^  that  Pro* 
fecutors  may  not  lofe  fo  much  time ;  and 
the  Rewards  paid  in  Court  without  De- 
duftion  or  Delay  :  Nor  ihould  any  Rob- 
ber be  admitted  an  Evidence  after  he  is 
taken^   or  pardon'd  after  Convidion. 
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ytooh  written  by  Andrew  Moreton,  ^fq^ 
and  printed  for  W.  Meadows^  at  the 
Angel  in  Cornhil. 

PVERY-Eody's  Burmefs,  is  No-Body's  Bufinefsj 
•■-'  Or,  Private  Abufes,  Publick  Grievances  ;  Ex- 
emplified in  the  Pride,  Infolence,  and  exorbitant 
Wages  of  our  Women-Servants,  Footmen,  ^c^ 
With  a  Propofal  for  amendment  of  the  fame  5  as 
alfo  for  clearing  the  Streets  of  thofe  Vermin  called 
Shoe-cleaners,  and  fubftituting  in  their  fiead,  many 
thoufands  of  induftrious  Poor,  now  ready  to  ftarve. 
With  divers  other  Hints  of  great  ufe  to  the  Publick. 
Humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  our 
Legiflature,  and  the  careful  Perufal  of  all  Matters 
and  Miilre&s  of  Families.  The  Seventh  Edition, 
with  the  Addition  of  a  Preface.  [Price  Six  Pence] 

The  Proteftant  Monaftery:  Or,  A  Complaint 
againft  the  Brutality  of  the  prefentAge:  Particu- 
krly.the  Pertnefs  and  Infolence  of  our  Youth  to 
aged  Perfons.  With  a  Caution  to  People  in  Years, 
bow  they  give  the  Staff  out  of  their  own  Hands, 
and  leave  themfelves  at  the  Mercy  of  others.  Con- 
cluding with  a  Propofal  for  ere£ling  a  Proteftant 
Monaitery,  where  rerfbns  of  fmall  Fortunes  may 
end  their  Days  in  Plenty,  Eafe,  and  Credit,  with- 
out burthening  their  Relations,  or  accepting  Pub- 
lick Charities.     [Price  Six  Pence.] 

Parochial 


J^OOKS  wrnten,   &c. 

Parochial  Tyranny :  Or,  the  Houfe-keeper's 
Complaint,  againft  the  infupportable  Exa6tions 
^and  partial  AfTeflments  of  Sele£l  Veftries,  ^c. 
•With  a  plain  Detedion  of  many  Abufes  committed 
in  the  Diftribution  of  Publick  Charities.  Together 
with  .a  practicable  Propofal  for  amending  the  fame  ;'* 
which  will  not  only  take  oflf  great  Part  of  the  Parifh 
Taxes  now  fubfifting,  but  eafe  Parifhioners  from 
ferviag  troublefome  Offices,  or  paying  exorbitant 
i^ines.    [Price  Six  Pence.] 

Augufla  Triumph ans:  Or,  the  way  to  make 
Lo7idon  the  moil:  flourifhing  City  in  the  Univerfc. 

I.  By  eftabJifhing  an  Univerfity  where  Gentle^ 
lifien  may  have  Academical  Education  under  the 
Eye  of  their  Friends, 

II.  By  an  Hofpital  for  Foundlings. 

in.    By  forming  an  Academy  of  Sciences  at 

ChriJl's-HofpitaL 

IV.  By  fupprefling  pretended  Mad-Houfes. 

V.  By  clearing  the  Streets  of  impudent  Strum- 
pets. 

VI.  By  preventing  the  immoderate  U/e  of 
Geneva:  With  a  frank  Expiolion  of  man^  other 
common  Abufes. 

And  a  Letter  to  Col.  Rohwfony  on  account  of 
the  Orphan's.  Tax, 
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